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NIFORMS HYPO 


Has 19 Shows a Wk. 
But Quits, Doesn't 
Like Commercials 


Chicago, Dec. 28. 

Curt Massey, whose income 
reaches four figures weekly from 
participation in 19 shows a week, 
declares that he plans accepting one 
of the offers made by Coast and New 
York agencies because: ‘mishandling’ 
of his programs prevents him from 
achieving national prominence, 

Massey claims that his shows are 
topheavy with bad commercials 
which, he ayers, go a long way in 
killing an otherwise capable per- 
former. Consequently, he has decid- 
ed to throw up the sponge as far 
as the Windy City is concerned. He 
said layout of his programs prevents 
him from getting a decent night-time 
show as long as he remains here. 

Massey has two programs weekly 
(CBS and NBC) for Shutter Candy 
Co. In addition he works the five 
times weekly ‘Musical Milkwagon’ 
over WGNL, nine 15-minute shots 
for Grove’s Laboratories and three 
10-minute shots over the WLS Vari- 
ety Hunt. 


High Market Value 


For Legit Stagers 


_While Mare Connelly is getting a 
$5,000 fee plus a 2% royalty on the 
gross, and a 5% cut in the profits, for 
Staging ‘Chicken Every Sunday’ for 
Edward Gross, indie Hollywood pro- 
ducer who is making his Broadway 
debut with this play, that’s not un- 
usual. Of late any good director has 
been able to write his own ticket due 
to the current market values on such 
Specialized services. 

The dearth is ascribed to the fact 

(Continued on page 36) 


TOTE-YOUR-OWN IN SOME 
KEY CITIES FOR NEW YR. 


For the first time since Prohibition, 
New Year’s Eve revelers in a num- 
ber of key cities will be toting their 
Own liquor—at the specific request 
of cafe owners, Bars ana night clubs 
for weeks have been running dry, 
and the beverage shortage is becom- 
ing more acute with the holidays. 

Requests for reservations have 

(Continued on page 18) 


FLOWERLESS ROSE BOWL? 


Pasadena, Dec. 28. 
his town is scrambling for roses 
- adorn its Rose Tournament on 
Year's Day. Practically all 

Owers in the past have come from 
this year they are not 

Vallable because of trans i 
difficulties. 

Local supply of po. 

posies was cleaned 
out by Christmas buyers. 


Now He Knows 
Newark, N. J., Dec. 28. 


A lonely soldier—a stranger to 
these parts—asked the doorman 
of a picture house on Market 
street, ‘Where is the Stage Door 
Canteen?’ 

It didn’t take the doorman long 
to answer, ‘Why, that played here 
eight weeks ago.’ 


WHITEMAN’S $6,500 AT 
ROXY AS SOLO MAESTRO 


Probably a new high for a solo 
guest maestro, playing a Broadway 
picture house without his own band, 
will be set by Paul Whiteman, musi- 
eal director of the Blue network and 
conductor of the Philco-‘Variety’ 
‘Hall of Fame’, orchestra, when he 
goes into the Roxy, N. Y., at the end 
of April. Whiteman will receive 
$6,500 for his chore at the 20th-Fox 
flagship. 

Whiteman will lead the Paul Ash 
house orchestra which will be built 
up to 40 men; normal complement is 
18. 


Estimated 


their entry 
This, 


MEN 


By MORI KRUSHEN 

Film production toppers foresee a 
vastly increased audience for lead- 
ing male stars now in the armed 
forces when they come back after 
the war, pointing out that military 
service is giving the stars a popular 
glamor buildup which no normal ex- 
ploitation campaign could equal. 
in trade circles that 
upon their return to the screen such 
stars as Clark Gable. James Stewart, 
Tyrone Power, Douglas Fairbanks, Jr. 
and perhaps 10 or 12 others will at- 
tract from 10,000,000 to 20,000,000 
more ticket buyers than prior to 
into the armed forces. 
is predicated on 
product of a type equal in quality to 

(Continued on page 36) 


of course, 


Another Revival 


New York. 
Editor, ‘Variety’: 

With ‘Othello’ and ‘Carmen 
Jones’ doing sensational busi- 
ness, I think if you can revive 
‘Shuffle Along’ with white act- 
ors you will make a fortune— 
or at least meet some old NVA 
members, 

Yours, 
Fred Allen. 


PALLADIUM HOOFERY’S 
RECORD 600 PROFIT 


Hollywood, Dec. 28. 
Biggest money making dance spot 
in country is Hollywood Palladium, 
which will clear $600,000 this year as 
against a previous high of $450,000 


last year in its third year of opera- 
tion. Preferred stock, amounting to 
$125,000, has been retired by the 
board of directors, comprising those 
in and-on fringe of pix biz. 

Dozen original investors now have 
all their coin back from preferred 
and future earnings accumulated 
from the common. 


‘Variety’ reprints for its readers this James B. Reston story to the New York 
Times in the belief that it is one of the journalistic classics of World War II. 


Britain’s Fifth War Christmas 


By James B. Reston 


LONDON, Dec. 25.—Brifain tried hard to be 
merry today on its fifth wartime Christmas, but 
it tried so hard and failed so miserably that it 
seems even a little grimmer tonight than it did 
before. 

The plain truth is that this is an island of 
lonely people—American soldiers standing around 
the Rainbow Club chewing the national cud of 
discontent; lonely old coupies evacuated from 
their familiar dwellings; lonely young women 
whose men have been gone overseas for years; 
lonely parents whose sons are gone, many of 
them forever, and whose daughters are in services 
in the factories or on the land, far from home. 


There is real hope in Britain this Christmas, 
'which is something, and there is still gentility 
| and goodwill, which are a great deal, but the fifth 
| Christmas is worse than all the rest on this basic 
| question of the break-up of family life. Now more 
than 90 per cent of the families on this island 
are broken up for one reason or another. While 
this is necessary and the British people can stand 
it 364 days out of this year and, if necessary, 364 
days out of the next, on this one particular day 
it just knocks all the merriment out of them. 


Even the children, with that divine imagination 
and with all these wonderful, mysterious bombed 
houses to play in, are less enchanted than before. 
Most of them, of course, do not miss the shiny 
metal toys that other, happier generations en- 
joyed. The 6,000,000 children less than 8 years old 
who never knew the brightness of the old Christ- 
mases do not miss what they cannot remember. 
But the children who have learned to believe in 
Adolf Hitler cannot very well believe in Santa 
Claus, and that must be considered one of the 
important minor events of the war. 


(Reprinted from the New York Times of Dec. 26th, 1943.) 


The Américan invasion Tere wo 
compensate for their loneliness in many ways. 
In almost every camp they invited the children 
of overseas British soldiers to their camps and 
plied them with candy, cookies and many other 
things, like oranges, that have almost departed 
from memory in this island. 


As many soldiers as could find seats or standing 
room went to the thirty-two plays that are run- 
ning ‘in London. A number of boys from home 
were introduced to their first pantomime at the 
Coliseum, where “Humpty-Dumpty” was playing, | 
and at His Majesty’s Theatre, where “Cinderella” 


was on. But mainly they sat around their cams 
or went into the nearest town and indulged in | 
the things in which soldiers indulge when they! 
are on leave and bored. 

On the whole, however, neither the, British 
people nor the American soldiers solved that 
problem of loneliness. Despite all the promises 
of the Ministry of Food, the turkey and the beef 
did not quite go around, the whiskey was scarce 
and the beer was weak. Even if all these things 
had been available in the right quantity or 
strength, they would not have made up for the 
empty chairs. 

In short, it was not a very happy Christmas, 
though perhaps it justifies a hopef':] conclusion: 
In war, Hitler said, the people will come to realize 
that the State is the most important unit of 
society and the people will learn to cry out for 
the State. Maybe he was right about the Ger- 
mans, but he was wrong again about the Ameri- 
cans and the British. Our men are looking to the 
family and not to the State, and this fact was 
never more apparent than in Britain on this 
Christmas night. 


Costliest Films 
Yet Must Wait 
Till End of War 


Some of the costliest film produc- 
tions yet planned, postponed as a re- 
sult of wartime talent and material 
limitations, are on tap for produc- 
tion when the war ends. 


A considerable number of these 
pictures have been completely 
scripted and depend only on greater 
talent availability, while others, 
dealing with .war personalities, are 
held back because of unfavorable 
reaction from official quarters to pic- 
turization of contemporary military 
leaders. 


Among pictures held up due to 
lack of talent is ‘Quo Vadis,’ which 
was reportedly budgeted at $4,500,000 
or more. Understood that Metro 
production execs felt that the pic- 
ture could not be properly made at 
this time due to lack of the large 
number of marching men required 
for a production of this type. Other 
casting difficulties were also in- 
volved. 

‘Vadis’ was planned as the cost- 
liest negative since ‘Gone With the 
Wind.’ 


Religious Films 
~ Prove Big BO. 


Not only is there a definite trend 
towards religious and spiritual 
screen fare, but already the acumen 


of Hollywood producers in foresze«.; 


ing a public denrand for this type of 
production is being borne out in in- 
itial boxoffice returns on at least 
two such vehicles. Both ‘Song of 
Bernadette’ (20th) and ‘Flesh and 
Fantasy’ (U) are the pictures al- 
ready showing the way in the pub- 
lic’s interest for such fare as attested 
(Continued on page 8) 


TAG LIBERTY SHIPS FOR 
ADA REHAN, MRS. FISKE 


Washington, Dec. 28. 

Liberty ships are to be named 
after two of the greatest women 
of the theatre of 2 generation or 
more ago. 

Ship being built at a Henry Kaiser 
yard in California will be called the 
Ada Rehan: another, under construc- 

(Continued on page 34) 


LEGIT TRYOUTS, INC. 


Newest wrinkle in semi-pro legit 
groups is Yale Drama group, now in 
New York, which is contacting pro- 
ducers with an idea known as Try- 
outs, Inc. 

Idea is that group will put on plays 
for producers at certain fee, for one 
night, so that option-holders can get 
an idea, if they want to see it done, 
of the finished product. F 
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Gen. Motors io Sta 


Wednesday, December 29, 1943 


Det 

There's going to be no let-down in 
industrially-produced morale shows 
as far as General Motors, biggest 
producer of theatre entertainment 
for workers, is concerned. 

Following the close of its roadshow 
‘It's Only the Beginning’ last week 
in Lansing after a tour of 30 cities 
in which it played to more than 600.- 
000 employees, their families and 
friends, the company began focusing 
on a new show for spring which will 
utilize new pix and bands. Also 
under consideration is a plan for 
shaping up a company for the West 
Coast since the former.shows which 
have toured the mid-West and East 
could not be taken to plant towns 
there because of transportation dif- 
ficulties. 

General Motors has been staging 
the special shows for its employees, 
in which regular theatres in the 
towns where plants are located were 
used for the past four years and has 
announced that the expensive pro- 
ductions have paid off in increased 
morale and production. The new 
spring shows also will utilize bands 
and entertainers for a full-length 
stage show in addition to feature | 
length and filler pix produced for | 
the company or designed to translate | 
to the workers how their production 
is vital to the war effort. 

Because of GM’s success wiih the- 
atre enterprises, other companies 
have increased their spending in the 
field and the unions, which figure 
that management may be doing too 
g00d a job of seliing its point of view 
from the stage, also has leaped into 
show biz. 


WOR in 22-Hr. Comm’! 


Tiein on New Yr. Salute 
To Troops ‘Round Globe 


American troops in all theaters of 
war will be saluted over WOR on 
the time breaks by the Longines- 
Wittenauer and Bulova time-piece 


firms, at the moment of the New| 
Year arrival. 

Starting at 8 am. Friday (31)] 
men on Tarawa and Makin atolls! 
will get their greetings with the 
schedule ending at 6 a.m. New Year’s 
Day when troops in the Aleutians} 
get their good wishes. 

The OWI Time Differences Chart 
was used as references in computing 
the various times. Celestial time was | 
not used in this instance because dif- 
ferences between army and navy | 
time may cause the new year in the | 
same area to be ushered in as much 
as two hours apart. 


2d Haymes Pic Due For 
Runyon 20th-Fox 


Hollywood, Dec. 28. 
Dick Haymes returns to Holly- 
wood late next month for a Feb. 
start in 20th-Fox’s ‘When Irish Eyes 
Are Smiling,’ in which he'll have 
a starring role. It will be produced 
by Damon Runyon. Haymes re- 
turned to N. Y. a week ago after 
completing his first Fox film, ‘Four 
Jills in a Jeep.’ which also stars 
Carole Landis, Martha Raye, Kay 
Francis and Mitzi Mayfair, and in- 
cludes Jimmy Dorsey’s orchestra. 
Arrangements to. shift Haymes’ 
weekly radio program (Thursdays, 
CBS, for Bourjois) to Hollywood 
will be completed by the end of the 
week. 


Nazis Ban British, 
USS. Pix in Axis Italy 


Washington, Dec. 28. 

Nazis have banned the showing 
of British and American films in 
Axis-controlled northern Italy, and 
have announced that the pix will 
be confiscated. 

Despite the war, some British and 
American pictures which were in 
Italy continued to be screened for 
audiences there. These films were 
all upward of two years old. 


| beginning with the new year. 


e 
Good Housing 

A company of ‘Abie’s I 
Rose.” the perennial con: 
which many people regard as 
of the hokiest plays in Ame) 
theatre history, is booked f 
one-nighter Jan. 4 in Mit 
S. D. 

The legit house there i 
Corn Palace. 


St. Paul Dailies Nix Ads 
On Barrymore in Mpls. 
Because of ‘Slur’ to City 


Minneapolis, Dec. 28. 
Legitimate roadshow attractions | 
playing Minneapolis, but ‘insulting’ } 


80th WEEK! 
KEN MURRAY’S 


“BLACKOUTS OF 1944” 
E| Capitan Theatre, Hollywood, Cal. 
“Keep ‘em laughing, Ken. One 
good vear deserves another.” 


DIXIE and BING CROSBY. 


nearby St. Paul by passing it up, ap-| bd 
parently are not to be permitted to! ore a 0 ows 


advertise in the latter city’s news- 
papers. 

At any rate, B. H. Ridder, publish- 
er of the only St. Paui newspapers, 
the Dispatch and Pioneer Press, 
irked because Ethel Barrymore in 
‘Corn Is Green’ appears here this 
week but does not include St. Paul 
in its present itinerary, refused to 
permit the show to advertise in the 
sheets, 

Manager Leo Murray of the Lyce- 
um here, housing the attraction, 
placed the ads with a Ridder news-|. 
papers’ representative who accepted 
them. Later, however, Murray was 
informed that because the show 
slighted St. Paul it was persona non 
grata. 

‘Corn’ played both Minneapolis 
and St. Paul last season, but its busi- 
ness in St. Paul apparently did not 
warrant the return engagement 
there. 


The Axis Finds The 


War Is Inconvenient 


Washington, Dec. 28. 
Bulgarian Minister of the Interior 
has issued a decree ordering all 
bars in Sofia closed for six months 
beginning Jan. 1, 1944. 
And the Nips are. suspending 
horse racing for an indefinite period 


Bulgarians have also banned 
dancing, including dancing in the- 
atrical and nitery productions. Only 
vaude acts will be permitted in 
niteries in the future. No reason 
for this step was given. 


For Filmization 


More careful study is being given 
radio programs by picture company 
story departments in the east, with 
indications that more ether ideas 
will be purchased for filming during 
the next few months, 

Close tab is kept on change in rat- 
ing and spotting of air shows by film 
company research departments, with 
studio interest sharpening as soon as 
programs get more favorable 
spotting. 

Among programs which are now 
being ogled for screening are ‘Easy 
Aces,’ ‘Chamber Music Society of 
Lower Basin St.’ and ‘The Gold- 
bergs,’ which is being written for 
legit but not yet being offered for 
pictures, 

Meantime, 20th-Fox has bought 
the screen rights to ‘Take It or 
Leave It,’ Phil Baker quizzer, which 
is to be produced as a filmusical 
with Phil Baker as emcee, Bryan 
Foy is to produce for 26th. 


Welles in Hosp With 
Yellow Jaundice; Bows 
Out of 4 Guest Shots 


Orson Welles, in Mt. Sinai hospital, 
N. Y., with an attack of yellow 
jaundice that caused him to cancel 
three guest dates over the weekend, 
goes to Florida shortly to recuperate. 
His wife, Rita Hayworth, herself re- 
covering from a recent flu attack, 
will accompany him. The actor had 


Johnny Green’s Brother, 
Dick, Killed in Air Crash 
Richard Green, about 30, brother | 

of Johnny Green, songwriter, was re- 

ported killed in airplane crash in | 

South America Xmas day. | 
An officer in Army Special Serv- 

ices, Green was an assistant director 

at RKO studios in Hollywood before 
joining up and at various times was 

a writer and actor. 

Survived also by mother. 


Ed Small’s Musical 


Holiywood Dec. 28. 
‘The Notorious Nancy Grey’ is to 
be made into a big-scale musical by 
Edward Smal! foraUnited Artist's re- 
lease. 
Dennis O'Keefe draws top roie. 


Jolie to His Fave Fla. 


Hollywood, Dec. 28. 
Al Jolson, having completed his as- 
signment in Warners’ ‘Rhapsody in 
Blue,’ has left for Miami. 
A commitment with Columbia, for 
filming of his screen biog, comes to 
bat in the spring. 


‘HONEST PLUSH’ BEERY 
Hollywood, Dec. 28. 
Metro set ‘Honest Plush Brannon’ 
as the next starrer for Wallace 
Beery. 
O. O. Dull produces. 


Because of the exigency 


during the Xmas mail rush. 


‘caused by conditions beyond 


YOUR COPY OF ‘HARTETY’ MAY BE LATE 


‘Variety’ may be late sometimes in reaching you, especially 


Delays occur after ‘Variety’ leaves our offices and are 


of war-time transportation, 


our control. 


been scheduled to appear Saturday 
night (25) on ‘Inner Sanctum’ on 
CBS for Coigate and Sunday night 


| (26) on the Philco-‘Variety’ ‘Hall of 


Fame’ on the Blue and with Fred 
Allen on CBS for Texaco. He was 
aiso set for a guest shot last night 
(Tuesday) on the CBS presentation 
of ‘Jane Eyre’.on the ‘Romance’ 
series, 

Raymond Edward Johnson subbed 
for Welles on the ‘Hall of Fame,’ 
Martin Gabel replaced him on ‘Ro- 
mance’ and Allen filled in the va- 
cancy on the Texaco show with a 
satirical dramatic spot. Welles hopes 
to get back from Florida in time to 
start his new Socony-Vacuum series 
Jan. 12. 


Royal Bounty to Ottawa 


Mer. From Dutch Princess 


Ottawa, Dec. 28. 

Local Famous Players-Canadiaf& 
house officials got Yule gifts from 
Princess Juliana, daughter of Queen 
Wilhelmina of the Netherlands. 
Juliana is probably Ottawa’s most 
rabid film fan, seldom missing a 
program change in the uptown 
houses and always phoning ahead 
to see if biz is quiet so she can 
slip in unnoticed. 

Mgrs. Ray Tubman (Capitol) and 
Henry Marshall (Regent) got gold 
tie-pin crests of the Netherlands 
with initials ‘J’ for Juliana super- 
imposed. Asst. mgrs. each got gold- 
garnished cigaret cases with Neth- 
erlands crest embossed. 


e 
Roy Rogers’ Air Pkge. 
Blue auditioned a Roy Rogers 
package show last week with Smiley 
Burnette included. 
Reported that Ford is interested in 
the half hour stint among other 


sponsors, 


So WB's Got One 


Word is easing around that Warners has got hold of one in ‘Desting- 
tlon Tokyo.’ It’s a submarine yarn and it stirs memories. Those 
memories say that Warners has got something to follow. 

Regarded in the light of today the picture we mean that ‘Destina- 
tion Tokyo’ has to follow hit the screens ’way back in 1930. Few may 
even remember it. Certainly Warners won't think of it, and rightly, 
as opposition. But that ’30 picture left an awful dent in those who 


saw it. And very few saw it, if our memory is not too weighted with 
age. That was because it was a man’s picture. Strictly, and almost 


only, for the boys—it was that rough in spots. 

In case you haven't guessed the picture we're talking about, it was 
John Ford’s ‘Men Without Women’ made for Fox at the time Winnie 
Sheehan was head of the studio. Brother, that was a.picture and no 
foolin’. Ford got it on and off the screen in just 76 minutes and when 
it finished its projection room showing that day at the New York 
‘Roxy—well, we know of nine guys who groped their way to the near- 
est bar, ordered their drinks and not anybody said anything for the 
next 15 minutes. 

‘Variety’ didn’t eatch ‘Men Without Women’ that day in the projec. 
tion room. This paper only reviews in projection rooms when it has 
to; it much prefers catching ‘em with a regular audience. So ‘Variety’ 
caught ‘Men Without Women’ when it opened shortly thereafter at 
the Roxy. A couple of lines from that 1930 review may be the tip-off 
on this Ford picture. For instance, the opening paragraph reads: ‘A 
picture that will get itself talked about and will contribute to the 
artistic prestige of Fox product, but probably will be kept out of the 
high money group by women’s adverse reaction to a story of heavy 
tragedy and brutal realism.’ Or a couple of other lines such as, ‘As 
gripping drama it bows to nothing on the screen in a long time... 
sequences of a foundered submarine crew awaiting death hopelessly, 
while sailors go mad with dread, that nail breathless attention—at- 
tention not without its discomfort to the impressionable.’ And also, 
‘The thing is almost too well done, so taut is the tension it develops,’ 
Rush wrote that review and he was one of ‘Variety’s’ best. As far as 
this box is concerned, ‘Men Without Women’ still stands as John 
Ford's best picture, even though he’s pitched several strikes since then. 
As a matter of fact, make it even money and you've got a bet that if 
you can back Ford into a corner he'll admit the same thing. But to 
show you the difference between making pictures in 1930 and today, 
there is that Ford running time of 76 minutes and ‘Destination Tokyo's 


135. 


So last week (Dec. 22) ‘Variety’ said, in one of its reviews, ‘Desti- 
nation Tokyo’ is a standout’—and do you suppose you're going to get 
either Warners or us to say ‘Variety’ is wrong? Huh! 

So, if WB has got one, that’s fine. Every good one helps everybody. 


But this one just happened to call up a couple of memories. 


intruded, sorry. 


If weve 
Sid. 


122 Top Film-Personalities Embark 
On Yule Week Tour to Cheer Up GI's 


Hollywood's contribution to a mer- 
rier Yuletide season and a happier 
New Year to the GI's in camps 
throughout the country started this 
week when 80 units comprising 122 
top film names began a tour of troop 
bases and hospitals under USO- 
Camp Shows auspices. 

The 122 performers left Hollywood 
Sunday (26), embarking on a Christ- 
mas week itinerary that will take 
them on 80 different routes in which 
virtually all important soldier con- 
centration points will be visited. For 
many it marks their first time out 
to entertain the servicemen. 

The Yuletide exodus of picture tal- 
ent constitutes one of the greatest 
hegira’s yet undertaken by film per- 
sonnel. Every state in the union will 
be visited. Due to the heavy run of 
colds, flu, etc., several last-minute 
substitutions were required. Several 
units were also delayed because of 
bad flying conditions. 

Groundwork for the ambitious 
Xmas pitch was laid by Abe Last- 
fogel, Camp Shows prexy during his 
recent several months’ stay on the 
Coast during which, through the co- 
operation of the Hollywood Victory 
Committee and studio execs, he also 
lined up 60% of the crop of the pic- 
ture talent for the vact overseas cir- 
cuit. 

While many single acts are going 
out, several husband and_ wife, 
mother and daughter and father and 
child combinations have teamed up 
for the event. 

Some of the family acts include 
George Burns and Gracie Allen, 
Marsha Hunt and Mrs. Mary Hunt, 
Wallace "Beery and daughter Carol 
Ann, Chester and Lilli Morris and 
Joan Crawford and Philip Terry. 

Impressive Roster 

Complete lineup of single acts are: 
Spring Byington, Phillip Dorn, Wini- 
fred Heidt, Shirley Ross, Anita 
Louise, Dick Powell, Robert Young, 
Ginger Rogers, Walter Pidgeon, Reg- 
inald Owen, Fred MacMurray, 
Henry O'Neill, Una Merkel, Ray- 
mond Walburn, Porter Hall, Victor 
McLaglen, Mickey Rooney, Anne 
Baxter, Fay Bainter, Marjorie 
Weaver, Anna May Wong, Alan Cur- 
tis, Helen Walker, Nancy Kelly, Wil- 
liam Gargan, Bob Benchley, Lola 
Lane, Brian Aherne, Leo Carillo, 
Olivia DeHavilland, Vera Zorina, 
Marguerite Chapman, Harry Carey, 
Frances Dee, Frank Morgan and 
Judy Canova. 

Teamed in pairs are Arthur 
Treacher and Ann _ Jeffries, Bob 
Livingston and Betty Avery, Jimmy 
Lydon and Charley Smith. Jinx 
Falkenberg and Jeff Donnell, Jane 
Frazee and Max Rich, Charles Bick- 
ford and Lynn Merrick, Tex Ritter 


and Dawn Kennedy, Warner Baxter 
and Phil Schiefer, Edgar Buchanan 
and Osa Massen, Chester and Lili 
Morris, Frank Albertson and Grace 
Gilherne, Pinky Tomlin and Ann 
Savage, Fred Brady and Madeleine 
LeBeau; Tom Conway and Heather 
Angel, Phil Silvers and Anne 
Gwynne, Francis Lederer’ and 
Leonore Aubert, Bill Demarest and 
Lucille Thayer, Warren William and 
Sigrid Gurie, Eddie Anderson and 
Leon Renee, Chill Wills and Mar- 
jorie Woodworth, Noah Berry, Jr., 
and Signe Hasso, George Burns and 
Gracie Allen, Marjorie Lord ‘and 
Fortunio Buononova; Marjorie Stew- 
art and Jane Lawrence, Wally Ford 
and Marion Martin, Phil Regan and 
Jack Golden, Mary McGuire and 
Arthur Herbert, Lorraine Miller and 
Mary Jane Halsey, Nan Wynn and 
Bee Turpin, Marsha Hunt and Mrs. 
Mary Hunt, Claire Carlton and 
Frank Sully, Franchot Tone and 


Jean Wallace, Alan Marshall and 
Mary Brian, Annie Rooney, Walter 
Jurman and Three Starlets. Joan 


Crawford and Philip Terry, Harold 
Kelly and Art Fowler, Wallace 
Beery and Carol Ann, Irene Dunne 
and Edith Nall, Eleanor Brownell 
and Marion Stafford. 


Odets Directing Grant 


Hollywood, Dec. 28. 
RKO has assigned Clifford Odeis to 
direct the Carey Grant starrer, ‘None 
But the Lonely Heart’ on which he 
recently finished a scripting job. 
Filming starts in two weeks, with 
David Hempstead as producer, 


MOCK QUITS COL. 
Hoilywood, Dec. 28. 
John Mock has resigned as story 
editor of Columbia Pictures. No 
Successor named. 


The Cynical 
GROUCHO MARX 
gives It the brusheroo with 
‘Just Another Anniversary’ 
in 
VARIETY 


38th Anniversary Number 


(Post-War Show Business 
Edition ) 
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Net for 43; RKO 


With film rentals during the last 
two months of 1943 equalling and 
topping previous months, 20th-Fox 


income from domestic distribution, | 


according to latest estimates by com- 
pany toppers, will likely exceed $50,- 
000,000 for the year ending Dec. 26. 

Foreign rentals are expected to 
climb close to $26,000,000 for the 
year, while National Theatres profits, 
before taxes, are figured at $20,000,- 
000 or better, according to final fig- 
ures now being computed. As a re- 
sult, net profits for 20th-Fox are like- 
ly to exceed $11,000,000. ~ 

RKO Radio Pictures rentals were 
reported at close to $32,000,000 for 
the first 10 months of 1943, and may 
wind up at close to $40,000,000 for 
the year. RKO weekly rentals in 
recent months have been reported 
averaging $3,200,000 monthly, with 
net operating profit of around $1235,- 
000 weekly. 

On this basis, a profit of $6,000,000 
for the year is anticipated for RKO 
Radio Pictures, while net of $7,000,- 
600 for the parent company is likely 
to be exceeded by a wide margin as 
a result of the strong 
both the film subsid and the oO 
Theatres. 


Cartoonists Yen 
Quota Contracts 


Will Top $7,000,000 


RUSSEL CROUSE 
gives out with some 
‘Inside Stuff 
On How Not to Collaborate 
On a Play’ 

One of the features of the 
38th Anniversary Edition of 


VARIETY 


(Post-War Show Business 
Issue ) 


OUT NEXT WEEK 


Studio Flacks 
Ask 15% Hike 


Hollywood, Dec, 28. 
Members of the Screen Publicists 
Guild voted to demand a salary hike 
of 15%, starting Jan. 15, to replace 
the old two-year agreement with the 

studios, which expires on that date, 
In addition to the wage increase, 
the flacks ask a one-week vacation 
after six months of employment and 


Ls 


Major company production execu- 
tives estimate that increased produc- 
tion costs, calculated around 25° 
higher than at any time during the 
past two years, are reflected only in 
part in improved values. 


Estimated by top executives that 
from $200,000 to $400,000 in the cost 
of top-budget films is due to slower 
process of production due to labor, 
talent and material shortages. This 
condition, due to wartime limitations, 
is considered likely to continue for 
the duration. 

Thus, it is pointed out, that where 
a $2,600,000 negative represents pos- 
sibly $250,000 more in story and pro- 
duction values, another $250,000 
which is spent in production cur- 
rently, which could be saved in nor- 
mal times, does not show on the 
screen. Figured that some $25,000,- 
000 more being spent this year on 
production will not be reflected in 
added screen values. 

A survey of production cost sheets 
concerning some 10 top-budget pic- 
tures being made by one major com- 
pany shows that budgets have been 
exceeded by from $200,000 to $400,- 
000 in each instance. 

In case of most high budgeters it 
has become increasingly difficult to 
estimate costs in advance. 

In a number of specific instances 
pictures budgeted at from $1,500,000 
to $2,000,000 have already exceeded 
appropriations by from $300,000 to 
$500,000, with negatives not yet com- 
pleted. 


HOWARD DIETZ’S 


Letter to His Son, John 
isn’t just about the kia’s 
poor school marks (which 
he touches on, Incidentally) 
but has more than a few 
sage remarks to make about 


PIX MERCHANDISING 
An Editorial Feature of 


VARIETY ’s 
38th Anniversary Number 


(Post-War Show Business - 
Edition) 
OUT NEXT WEEK 


Distribs Probe % 
‘Gyp By Exhibs 


Attorneys representing major film 
companies met last week at the As- 
tor hotel, N. Y., to discuss ways and 
means of handling the reported 
losses in percentage-deal payments 
from exhibitors in various parts of 
the country. 

Sales execs from the majors met 
the previous week under the aus- 


Pictures on 1943-44 Prod. Schedule 


, Understood that Paramount will 
|spend from $21,000,000 to $22,000,000 
‘for the 30 or 31 pictures it’s making 
|for this, the 1943-44 production sea- 
| son, under a schedule which has 
con under discussion by company 
heads right along. 

While some of the Paramount 
negatives such as ‘Lady In the Dark,’ 
‘Frenchman’s Creek’ and ‘Story of 
| Dr. Wassell’ have been brought in at 
_very high figures (‘Lady’ at near 
| $3,000,000, ‘Creek’ around $3,500,000), 
company heads reportedly 
‘managed to round out the schedule 


_at a more comfortable average 
| figure. 

Reported that Paramount per pic- 
ture cost will run around $700,000 
to $750,000, the Thomas-Pine unit 
and the ‘Henry Aldrich’ series re- 
ducing the average negative cost 
appreciably. 

Bulk of Par output continues in 
the ‘A’ budget category, however, 
with some top product recently 
given even larger budgets than last 
year, 


H'wood Lensers 
In Big Brackets 


Hollywood, Dec. 27. 


a Quota contracts for the production two weeks after one year; six days No reduction in cost of film pro- pices of the Copyright Protection Scisiniis ‘ienina sin: tai tem: tale 
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7 Will Hear Sentence Tomorrow 


For Extorting From Picture Chiefs 


The seven defendants 
last week in the $1,000,000 film 
shakedown trial will be sentenced 
tomorrow (30) by Judge John Bright 
in the criminal branch of the N. Y. 
They are Louis Cam- 
pagna, Phil D’Andrea, Paul De 
Lucia, Francis Maritote, alleged 
graduates of Al Capone’s Chicago 
mob; Johnny Rosselli, west coast 
contact for the mob, 
Kaufman, business manager of the 
Newark Local of International Alli- 
ance of Theatrical Stage Employees. 
Kaufman had been reelected dur- 
ing trial but resigned after convic- 
tion. The seven face sentences up 
to 10 years and $10,000 in fines each. 


The trial, which began Oct. 5 
and ended Dec. 23, when the jury 
brought in its verdict after some 10 
hours of deliberation, was the long- 
est criminal action tried in the N. Y. 
federal court. 


Including in their number many 
Hollywood film toppers, a total of 81 
witnesses was called during the 
trial, 43 for the prosecution and 38 
for the defense. More than 5,260 
pages of testimony, filling 10 thick 
volumes, were heard. 

When the jury returned its guilty 
verdict last Wednesday night (21), 
Special U. S. Attorney General Boris 
Kostelanetz, who prosecuted, asked 
that defendants be remanded until 
sentence, but Judge Bright, imbued 
with the holiday spirit, remarked: 
‘There is one day in this week when 
everyone wants to go home, and I’m 
inclined to let them.’ Bail was con- 
tinued. 


federal court. 


Kaufman Quits Fast 
Newark, Dec. 28. 


Conviction of Louis Kaufman by a 
federal jury in New York last week 
was followed, less than 24 hours af- 
ter the jury verdict, by Kaufman’s 
resignation as business agent of 
Local 244; Motion Picture Operator’s 
Union, a post he had held for 26 
years and to which he was reelected 
two weeks ago to another seven-year 
term. Kaufman succeeded 
Friday (24) by Andrew Gehring, 
who for several years had served 
under Kaufman as assistant business 
agent for the local. Gehring was 
appointed by the union executive 
board and will serve until the mem- 
bership acts upon the vacancy. 

Gehring will obtain a leave of 
absence from the Paramount thea- 
tre here, where he served as opera- 
tor, and takes over his new post 
immediately. 

In announcing his resignation as 
business agent, Kaufman told the 
executive board of the local that 
his decision was motivated by his 
desire not to cause the local any un- 
due embarrassment. 


And May Best Man Win 


Hollywood, Dec. 28. 
“Favaitiuuiit has lined up a quartet 
of stars for its filmusical, ‘Bring on 
the Girls,’ consisting of Veronica 
Lake, Marjorie Reynolds, Eddie 
Bracken and Sonny Tufts. 

Filming starts early next month, 
with Fred Kohlmar as associate pro- 
ducer and Sidney Lanfield directing. 


convicted 


and Louis) 


SWG’S RESOLUTION ON 
BEHALF OF NEWS GUILD, 


Hollywood, Dec. 28. 
War Labor Board has been peti- 
tioned by the Screen Writers Guild 
for reaffirmation of the right to 
union security for all labor, by hand- 


‘Not A Reichenbach 
But Can He Bounce!’ 


TERRY (RKO) TURNER 
VARIETY 8 


Post-War Show Business 
Number 


ing down a favorable ruling for edi- 
torial writers of the American 
Newspaper Guild. Following reso- 
lution was adopted by the SWG and 
forwarded to WLB: 

‘Whereas, Writers as a_ group, 
working in all media of communica- 
tion and expression, today face same 
basic economic problems; and, 
whereas, destruction of union secur- 
ity for one group of writers is only 
short step from destruction collective 
bargaining rights all writers; and 
whereas, charge of some newspaper 
publishers that freedom of press is 
jeopardized by existence of union 
security for editorial writers of the 
American Newspaper Guild, CIO, is 
as fallacious and unsupportable as 
would be the contention that freedom 
of the screen is endangered by exist- 
ence of Screen Writers Guild, affili- 
ated with the Authors League of 
America; therefore, resolved that the 
Executive Board of the Screen Writ- 
ers Guild petition that the War La- 
board Board, cognizant of the vital 
contribution made to the war by 
organized labor, reaffirm the right to 
union security for all labor by ruling 
in favor of union security for the 
American Newspaper Guild, CIO.’ 


Mpls. Exhib, W.F. Frank, 
Cutting ‘Goebbels’ Film 


Minneapolis, Dec. 28. 

W. R. Frank, Alfred Zeisler and 
Herbert Phillips, producer, director 
and scenarist, respectively, of the re- 
cently completed picture, ‘Paul Josef 
Goebbels: His Life and Loves,’ are 
here from Hollywood. This is home 
of Frank who heads large independ- 
ent theatre circuit. 

During local conferences, trio is 
completing cutting of ‘Goebbels’ and 
discussing next Frank picture on 
which production will be started 
early next spring, according to 
present plans. Frank has in mind 
musical, ‘Springtime in Vienna,’ but 
has not yet reached definite decision. 

The three will leave here this 
week for New York where Frank 
expects to complete a deal with 
United Artists for ‘Goebbels’ dis- 
tribution. Zeisler and Phillips will 
see as many plays as possible before 
returning to Hollywood. 


Wagener Doubles Up 


Hollywood, Dec. 28. 

George Waggner, producer of ‘The 
Climax,’ forthcoming musical at Uni- 
versai, takes over the added chore of 
director, originally.assigned te. Ar- 
thur Lubin, who has been shifted to 
direct another filmusical to be pro- 
duced on the same Jot by John 
Grant. 

Waggner’s picture will be a high- 
budgeter in Technicolor, starring 


Susanna Foster. 


WHAT PICTURES GROSSED THE TOPS? 
WHO ARE THE TOP STARS? 
WHO ARE THE NEW FUTURE STARS? 


WHO ARE THE TOP DIRECTORS? 


All this—facts, figures and names—in an Expert 
Annual Roundup in the 


38th Anniversary Number of 


VARIE TY 
(Post-War Show Business Edition) 


OUT NEXT WEEK 


(38th Anniversary Edition) 


Link Det. Fires 


To Hoodlumism 


Detroit, Dec. 28. 

On the heels of the fire which 
swept the United Detroit Theatres’ 
screening room in the heart of the 
loop, Detroit has had two serious the- 
atre fires within a week in which 
children were evacuated. In view 
of the rarity of theatre fires here 
where fire inspection laws are rigid, 
theatre men are disturbed by the 
series of blazes which probably will 


call for an investigation. While the 
causes are varied and undetermined 
with the fires starting in different 
locations of the theatres, it is be- 
lieved such an investigation would 
focus attention on old and out-moded 
equipment for which, because of the 
war, there has been few available 
replacements. 

The first fire last Wednesday oc- 
curred following the last show at 
the New Bagley theatre originating 
in the front of the house. It swept 
up a staircase and firemen carried 
out seven tenants of apartments 
above the house, including five small 
children. The early a.m. blaze de- 
stroyed the interior of the theatre 
as well as gutting the dwellings 
above. 

More than 500 persons, mostly 
children, had to be evacuated Sat- 
urday afternoon from the Highland 
Park theatre, on Detroit’s main 
street. The fire here started behind 
the screen and was noticed by a pa- 
tron who gave the alarm. Despite 
the large kid audience, the ushers 
got the crowd from the theatre in 
orderly fashion with additional 
alarms turned in before the rapidly 
spreading blaze could be controlled. 
The damage to the house was consid- 
erable and police as well as investi- 
gators for the fire department are 
checking into the possibility of 
hoodlumism being responsible. 


Newark'’s Own Experiment 
Newark, Dec. 28, 

In a move designed to forestall 
molestation of children attending 
theatres here, local theatre owners, 
after conferring with Police Judge 
Ernest F. Masini, plan to set aside 
certain sections in each house for 
children not accompanied by adults 
at holiday matinees. 

Double check against children be- 
ing annoyed by seat prowlers is the 


r > 4 


| further decision to have ushers and 
| other attendants testify against hood- 
| lums found annoying children or dis- 
| turbing women. Hitherto, culprits 
| were merely given a warning and 
| shown to the door. 
| Holiday period is being used to 
test the new setup and a report on 
its effectiveness will be made to 
Public Safety Director Keenan. Un- 
derstood that additional safeguards 
| will be put into effect if found neces- 
| sary. 


Wildwood’s $1,000,000 Blaze 
Wildwood, N. J., Dec. 28. 


A spectacular $1,000,000 blaze 
swept Hunt’s Ocean Pier Xmas Day, 
destroying three theatres, an amuse- 
ment pier, and three blocks of busi- 
ness buildings and cottages. 


The property was owned by for- 
mer State Senator William C. Hunt, 
South Jersey and Philly exhibitor. 
The Ocean Pier housed two theatres, 
a large dance hall, a bowling alley 
and scores of concessions. Also 
ruined by the fire was Hunt’s Nixon 
and two hotels, Ocean Park and 
Surfside. 


A watchman was burned to death, 
| while a fire company lieutenant died 
of.a heart attack at the scene of the 


(Continued on page 18) 


‘Lefty, Jr., Writes to His Dad’ 


By Joe Laurie, Jr. 


Dear Dad: 


Somewhere in the Pacific. 

Here it is Christmas Eve. Just finished my act in a foxhole and am 
hanging around my bunk. It’s hotter here than a cellar dressing room in 
St. Louis on a hot day. Fi 

I’ve been sitting here thinking of all kinds of things. My mind travels 
away back to the first tree you and mom had for me, the first one I re- 
member. I faintly remember getting two paper-bound books. One was 
‘Robin Hood’ and the other ‘Alice In Wonderland.’ I never remember 
reading those books since, but I know the stories by heart. I am thinking 
of little Laurine, how she had me almost nuts when she started fooling 
around a hot stove in the kitchen. She didn’t get hurt because she just 
missed touching it every time she'd get too close. How is the little Prin- 
cess? I guess she’s a big gal now, must be over four. Did you teach her 
a routine of soft shoe yet? I could do a routine with you when I was that 
age. 

I keep thinking of old Aunt Matt. Is she taking care of herself? I sure 
did run her ragged when I was a kid, but I realize now all the swell 
things she did for me, when you and mom had to leave me with her when 
you went on the road playing those swamps and slabs for Gus Sun. Last 
letter I got from her she told me of the swell work she is doing in the 
Canteens. See that she don’t work too hard, dad; she is getting older and 
can’t take “it like she used to. When I get back I wanna show her how 
much I appreciate all she has done for me. 

I worry about you, too, Dad. I know all the werk you are doing to 
make up for not being able to go with the gang like you did in the last 
war. I know there are millions like you back home. We hear about guys 
going out on strikes, trying to duck the draft and a lot of other things to 
hurt the war effort, but we know the majority are with us and working 
hard at home, or else we wouldn't be able to get all the supplies, planes 
and ammunition that we have. The best thing you folks can do for the 
boys is to write letters. I never knew that a letter meant so much. Let- 
ters are terrible things when they don’t come. I would even welcome bills 
and circulars. We welcome anything with a paper overcoat. There’s a 
thrill opening it, just opening anything. It makes you feel less lonesome. 
You feel that someone knows you are away, even if it’s a mail order house. 
Letters act as a leash: they kinda tie you to home. 

Many times I think of all the swell acts I used to see in vaudeville— 
acts you played on the bill with and I watched from the wings. Remem- 
ber you used to let me sleep in the tray of your trunk while you went on, 
and lots of the performers would take care of me and sit me on their 
laps in the wings and let me watch you. I remember the Avon Comedy 
Four, Roger Imhoff, Joe Jackson, Nora Bayes and Jack Norworth, Lillian 
Shaw, Harry Breen, Rae Samuels. Conlin and Glass, Dave Ferguson, 
Walter Weems, Eddie Carr and many others. 

New Generation 

The boys here don’t remember anything about vaudeville. They do 
know their pictures. They can tell you everybody that plays in_’em and 
the plots. That’s more than I can do, but you know I have a front seat 
in my heart for vaudeville. At Mass today, when the chaplain mentioned 
Bethlehem, all I could think of was the time when you and mom played 
Bethlehem, Pa. At the end of your act you took me out for a bow, first 
time for me on the stage. I didn’t do anything, just took a bow and got a 
big hand. There's still lots of guys in the whole world that are doing 
nothing and taking bows. P 

Here it is Christmas and I’m also thinking of the Fourth of July. You 
know, those Fourth of Julys in Freeport at the old Lights’ club, where 
all the performers would celebrate Christmas on the Fourth of July be- 
cause on Christmas most of the showfolks were away working on the road. 
We sure had a lot of laughs, didn’t we dad? I can see you and your old 
friends sitting around, putting your noses in the cold beer, telling swell 
stories and laughing. I can see Henry Bergman and Gladys Clark, Jimmy 
Conlin and his Myrtle, Lulu McConnell and Grant Simpson, Charlie 
Freeman, Harry Breen, Frank Tinney, Victor Moore, Tommy Gray, Vie 
Milo, Big Jim Morton, the Havel Boys, Tom Smith. Gee, how you guys 
would laugh and what a show you put on for us kids! 

I remember you giving me a Woodrow Wilson button. Remember the 
time when Tom McNamarra the cartoonist helped us trim a tree one year, 
and he got up on the ladder to put the star on top of the tree. He got it 
on alright, then down came McNamarra and the tree. Every time we met 
we used to speak about that. ° 

Think of all the terrible things that have happened in the world since 
then, but when Mac and I meet we just talk about him and the tree fall- 
ing on that Christmas Eve. Funny what people will think of. I remember 
the time we all went to midnight Mass at St. Patrick’s. I was too young 
to know what it was all about, but I will never forget how it impressed 
me. In this outfit I’m with is a Rabinowitz, Baccallgelupo, Weretsky, 
Nordstrom and O’Brien. All great guys and all from New York and all 
thinking of Christmas. I do, too, but most of my thoughts today are so 
foreign -to-Christmas thoughts... think ,of. the first time I ever went in a 
barroom with you. 
theatre. All your friends were buying me ginger ale and the bartender 
served it to me in a whiskey glass to make me feel like I was one of the 
gang. How I listened to all your stories and how proud I was when they 
all laughed at you. I just keep thinking today about all the people that 
made me laugh. Even thinking of a laugh out here helps a lot. You can’t 
imagine what the performers that come out here to entertain do for us. 
Just a smile cracks the mud on the faces and reminds us that there’s a lot 
of laughs waiting for us when we get home. 

If we don’t get home, well, maybe we helped other kids to be able to 
laugh in the years to come. I’m no hero, dad. I do want to get home 
again and see some shows, spend more time with the folks I love. I didn’t 
know how much I loved you all until I went away. 

I just thought of the card tricks you used to do for me. Boy, you cer- 
tainly were bad! I was wise to everyone of ’em, I could see the clumsy 
passes you made, but wouldn't tell you because I saw what a kick you got 
out of doing them for me—and you figured I thought you were better 
than Nate Leipsig. It was swell, dad. I wish I could do those tricks now, 
even as bad as you did them I'd be a big guy in this outfit. 


Gee, I'd give anything right now for us to do our double routine of 
buck and singing ‘Strolling Thru the Park.’ 
Love, 
Lefty, Jr. 


L.A. to N.Y. | 


Abe Burrows. 
Charley Cantor. 
Ed Cashman. 
Roy Chanslor. 
Carmen Cugat. 
Jack Darrock. 


Studio Contracts 


Hollywood, Dec. 28. 
Lynn Martin inked player pact at 
Warners. 
Jane Devlin handed playing con- 


Ed Gardner. tract by David O. Selznick. 
Doris Gilbert. Dorothy Mann drew player ticket 
at Vanguard. 

orence Halop. Dare Harris’ mi ith 
minor contract wit 


Vanguard approved by court. 
Alice Ealand, beauty prize win- 
ner, signed by Charles Chaplin, 
Donald Ogden Stewart inked new 
writing contract at Metro. .. - 
; Fortunio Bonanova signed to star 
in two features for :Victoria Films in 


Arthur S. Lyons. 
George Sherman. 


N.Y. to L.A. 


Tom Harrington. . 


Robert Colwell. 


Mexico City. 


It was Mark Aaron's place next door to the Palace “~~~ 
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VARIETY 


PICTURES 


Threatened R.R. Strike Averted, No 
Film Biz Tieup Now Anticipated 


With railroads taken over by the¢ 


rnment, following an executive 
ar from President Roosevelt, a 
threatened tieup of film through dis- 
location of deliveries has been nar- 
rowly averted. 

William F. Rodgers, v.p. In charge 
of distribution for Metro, and chair- 
man of the War Activities Commit- 
tee distribution committee, last week 
called meetings throughout the coun- 
try to discuss ways and means of 
keeping film shipments moving in 
the event that the threatened rail- 
road strike materialized Dec. 30. 
Such a strike might have resulted in 
shuttering many houses by cutting 
down on film deliveries. _At the 
same time Rodgers is urging that 
precautions be taken to ensure ship- 
ment of Government films by the 
various producing and distributing 
companies. 

W. C.-Ball, California state chair- 
man, held a meeting with his group 
in Los Angeles last Thursday (23). 
J. J. Maloney, Pittsburgh; L. J. Miller, 
Minneapolis; R. O. Wilson, Portland, 
Ore.; J. H. Lorentz, Milwaukee, hud- 
dled with branch managers last Fri- 
day (24). Frank Hannon, Omaha, 
held meeting with his committee last 


Monday (27). 


‘COMPROMISE’ ON 
‘OKLA.’ TITLE SUIT 


Infringement suit brought by The- 
atre Guild, Oscar Hammerstein, 2d, 
and Richard Rodgers, producer, au- 
thor and composer, respectively, of 
the Broadway musical smash, ‘Okla- 
homa, against Republic Pictures 
Curp., has beer. ‘settled out of court 
and was withdrawn from calendar in 
N. Y. Federal court last Thursday 
(23) in an order signed by Federal 
Judge Samuel Mandelbaum. 

Agreement with plaintiffs and Re- 
public, distributor of the film, ‘In Old 
“Oklahoma,” stipulates that the latter 
will be withdrawn from U. S. ex- 
hibition after Jan. 1, 1945. Also that 
pie will be withdrawn from Cana- 
dian exhibition after April, 1945, and 
all other foreign countries after Jan- 
uary, 1946. Republic also agrees to 
incorporate in all ads on ‘Old Okla- 
homa’ the line, ‘Not connected with 
the Theatre Guild musical play, ‘Ok- 
lahoma’.’ 

Further stipulated iff Republic de- 
faults on the terms, the plaintiffs are 
entitled to an injunction. 


Mich. Variety Club Sets 


Charity Fund-Raisers' 


Detroit, Dec. 28. 

At the request of retiring Chief 
Barker. Charles C. Perry,° the Va- 
riety Club of Michigan will launch a 
monthly series of activities designed 
to raise a minimum of $12,000 for the 
organization's manifold charitable ac- 
tivities. 

Perry's program will set up 12 an- 
ual money-raisers for the charities 
of the organization through such de- 
vices as seasonal feather parties, golf 
tournaments, ship excursions and 
Similar projects. 

Dumestre Atlanta Barker 
Atlanta, Dec. 28. 

Jack Dumestre succeeds Harry G. 
Ballance as chief barker for 1944 of 
Tent 21 of the Variety Club of At- 
lanta. Ballance had held the office 
for two years. New slate also in- 
cludes James Harrison, first asst. 
barker; Sid Reams, second asst. 
barker; Dave Prince, property mas- 
ter, and R. B. Wilby, doughguy. 

Ballance. R. H. Ford, Fred Coie- 
man, Pail Wiisen, Hubert Lyons 
and Willis Davis were elected for 
the crew while William K. Jenkins 
automatically became a director ex 


A, K. Trend 


Feeling that there is a definite 
Swing towards screen vehicles of 
costume background, Universal is 
mulling production of ‘Man on the 
Box’ as a possible Deanna Durbin 
film, 

Play was highly suécessful back 
in the gaslight era. 


Col. Execs to Coast 


A. Montague, Joe McConville, Leo 
Jaffe, and A; Schneider, Columbia 
ictures executives, head for the 
Coast over the weekend for con- 
fabs with prexy Harry Cohn. 


Delay Zevin Sentence 


Sentencing on perjury conviction 
of Isadore Zevin, former secretary 
to George E. Browne, convicted for- 
mer president of the International 
Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employ- 
ees, has been postponed to Jan. 3. 
Zevin was set to be sentenced yes- 
terday (Tuesday). 

Zevin was indicted after testifying 
before the federal grand jury, prior 
to trial of Browne and William Bioff, 
anent disposition of a special as- 
sessment fund of $1,500,000 collected 
from members of the union. 


Service Employees In 
100 Michigan Theatres 
Voted Boosts By WLB 


Detroit, Dec. 28. 

Setting up a series of progressive 
raises, the War Labor Board has ap- 
proved a new three-year contract 
granting increases to service em- 
ployees in more than 100 houses in 
the Cooperative Theatres of Michi- 
gan. The group includes most major 
unaffiliated houses in Detroit. 

The new contract made raises re- 
troactive back to early October and 
set the scale for cashiers at $18 in 
houses seating upward of 1,000 with 
$2 raises on Jan. 1. Houses seating 
under 1,000 will be $2 under the 
above rate, with raises progressing 
at the same pace. 

Ushers’ pay increases rapidly for 
‘length of service,’ starting at 35 
cents any hour and moving up two 
and one-half cents at the end of two, 
five, nine and 12 months in houses 
seating over 1,000. In the smaller 
houses the ushers start off at 32 
cents, get cent and a half boosts at 
the end of two and then five months 
and then move upward at the rate of 
two and one-half cents an hour at 
nine and 12 months. Candy girls 
were placed on a higher scale, two 
and a half cents above the ushers in 
the ,two types of houses, with door- 
men being scaled at five cents higher 
in both classifications. 


Grant’s Starrer Stirs 


Hollywood, Dec. 28. 
Cary Grant's next starrer, ‘None 
But the Lonely Heart,’ gets the go 
signal Jan. 31 at RKO. 
David Hempstead produces frcem 
script by Clifford Odets. 


Fancy Film Scales 

High prices on Broadway New 
Year’s Eve, including a $2.20 top 
at the film houses, are taken for 
granted, but theatres in what are 
virtually the N. Y. suburbs are 
following suit. 

One such example is Proctor’s, 
Newark, N. J., which will have 
a $2.20 top for ‘Higher and High- 
er’ (RKO). The building having 
two theatres, both RKO, the film 
will be bicycled between ’em, 
with the same price scale pre- 
vailing in both. 


$2.20 Eve Scale 


For Pix Houses 


Anticipating a large New Year’s 
Eve business this year, Broadway 
first-runs are planning to charge as 
high as $2.20 per head, while the low- 
est figure likely will be $1.10. 

While the Music Hall will adhere 
to its regular scale of $1.10 top for 
general admission and $1.65 for loges, 
the same as in other years, at least 


three de luxers propose to get a peak 
of $2.20, these being the Roxy, Par- 
amount and Strand. Most other 
theatres will range from $1.10 to 
$1.65, it is expected. 

The downtown N. Y. theatres will 
grind through until daybreak hours, 
or as long as business justifies. Rialto | 
will probably go around the clock, 
but the Music Hall will play only a 
midnight show. 


All theatres are expected to dis- 


tribute a certain amount of free tick- | 
ets to servicemen through the USO | 
and other agencies. 


In addition to the downtown N. Y. 


See Metro, Warners Seeking Tie-In 
On SCA Television; RKO Ready Soon 


Warners and Metro have joined 


Henigson’s 606 ‘Pot’? 


Hollywood, Dec. 23. 

Henry Henigson has closed deal 
with Astor Pictures for reissue of 
‘Pot ’O Gold’ in this country and 
England, Originally released two 
years ago by United Artists as a 
James Roosevelt Production, film co- 
stars James Stewart and Paulette 
Goddard. 

Henigson figures playback is good 
for a $60,000 pickup. 


RKO, UA Fail to Get 
Sanction From WLB 
For Christmas Bonuses 


While other major producing-dis- 
tributing companies Christmas 
bonuses last week, mostly for the 
lower-salaried employees, RKO and 
United Artists were not able to do so 
because of failure to receive ap- 
proval from the War Labor Board. 
RKO’s application was not acted 
upon, though it is hoped an okay 
may ultimately come through, while | 
at UA, which got a WLB turndowyn, | 


Metro, which in former years has | 
always biven a bonus, paid two’ 
weeks’ salary for those earning up 
to $40 weekly, but with the total) 
not exceeding $50. At Paramount | 
and 20th-Fox a week’s salary was! 
meted out to all earning up to $75, | 
but with the maximum being $50. 

Warner Bros., which has a com-| 


home television 


the scramble by film companies to 
get on the television bandwagon, 
Attorneys for these companies are 
reported to be in daily huddles with 
legal reps of Arthur Levey’s Sco- 
phony Television company to work 
out a deal whereby they will buy 


without hindering prior rights of 
Paramount and 20th-Fox, already 
holding’a substantial interest in com- 
pany. 

United Artists, through its vice- 
president, Arthur Kelly, has been 
negotiating for weeks with Levey 
and his lawyers to clear the way for 
that company also to buy into what 
many film company heads feel is the 
‘coming thing’ in exhibition field. 

The moves by Warners and M-G-M 
to get in under the wire on tele- 
vision bring the film industry’s ‘Big 
5’ into the picture. with UA pos- 
sibly an »'4ded starter. Paramount 
long has been a big stockholder in 
DuMont Television, and with its 
stock in Scophony, is probably the 
most active in television, 20th is in- 
terested via General Precision Equip- 
ment. which holds Scophony stock. 

RKO is expected to go into tele- 
vision shortly on its own. R. K. Aus- 
trian, formerly with Radio Corp. of 
America. was hired last October by 


| an appeal is being made. |N. Peter Rathvon, president of RKO, 


to survey the television field. Aus- 
trian announced recently that his 
report. likely will be presented to 
RKO’'s board of directors within 30 
days. He is a strong advocate of 
theatre television, and believes, as do 
many other experts, that whereas 
will ‘break’ right 


i_after the war's end. theatre television 


prices, RKO will charge $1.10 and | plicated ‘twice-yeariy bonus system anim 


$1.65 in 50 theatres on the special | 
New Year’s Eve showing of ‘Higher | 
and Higher,’ with first performance | '™@ 


at 5 p.m. Friday (31). Most of the | 
houses, embracing theatres In | 
Queens, Westchester and northern 


New Jersey, expect to get in five} 


showings of the picture. | 

A Broadway first-run engagement | 
will come later, probably some time | 
in January. 


COL.’S SHORTS SKED 
Hollywood, Dec. 28. 


Four two-reel comedies make up 
the shorts production program for | 
January at Columbia, with Hugh 
McCullom and Jules White making | 
two apiece. 

List includes two starrers by Hugh 
Herbert, one by Billy Gilbert and 
one by Una Merkel and El Brendel. 


| to it, 
lranged downward from a_ week’s| 


based on salary ranges and years of | 
service, this year paid out approxi- 
tely one-and-a-half times as much 
as last year, with lower-salaried em- 


ployees getting two weeks or near | 


while in higher brackets it 
extra pay. 

Universal doled out a week's sal-! 
ary for all those earning up to $50. | 
Columbia, which last year gave a $25 | 
bond to all employees earning up to | 
$50, this year handed out the $18.75 | 
which a bond costs, less withholding ! 


tax. 


Paramount theatre, N. Y., which | 
paid bonuses to its staff members | 
ranging up to a week’s salary, also | 
bonused the equivalent of a week’s 
salary to former employees who left 
to join the service. Where the sol- 
diers themselves could be} 
reached, the bonus was paid to their | 
dependents. 


gna Cohn, v.p.. who will attend 
© meeting, already is on the Coast. 


Your Best Salesman 
All Markets 


Present 


OUT 
NEXT WEEK 


(January 5, 1944) 


NEW YORK 19, 
154 W. 46th St. 


HOLLYWOOD 28, 
1708 No. Vine St. 


CHICAGO I, 
54 W. Randolph St. 


LONDON 
8 St. Martin's Pl. 


Austrian exhibited theatre tele- 
vision several years ago, while in its 
infancy. at the New York theatre. 
He believes it will be the deciding 
| factor in getting people out of their 
| homes and into picture theatres 
when the going gets tough in the 
post-war. He envisions Hollywood 
as the home of television. He also is 
convinced that. because of technical 
advantages, television broadcasts will 
be put on film, and then exhibited 
both in theatres and on home sets. 


NAZIS, TAPS CLAIM 
FILM. INVENTIONS 


Washington. Dec. 28. 

Two pieces of new motion picture 
equipment are claimed by Axis coun- 
tries. 

Tokyo announces that Toa Cinema 
Machine Research Lab has developed § 
‘a lighter, more compact, safer pro- 
jector,’ which it claims is ‘definitely 
superior to projectors now in exist- 
ence.’ Chief feature seems to be that 
he shutter is moved further back in 
the machine ‘so as to cut down the 
heat directed on the film, thus greatly 


reducing the danger of the film’s 
catching fire.’ 


dustry has built a small film, slow 
motion camera to take 2.000 pix.per 
second. 


Metro Taps “Tussie,’ 


Book-of-Month Seller 


Metro is reported closing for the 
film rights to ‘Taps for Private Tus- 
Book-of-the-Month Club selec- 
tion by Jesse Stuart, published by E. 
P. Dutton. Ladies Home Journal is 
to print the novel. a lusty piece on 
the style of ‘Tobacco Road,’ in one 
issue 

Price for the screen rights has not 
been revealed but is understood to 
be based on book sales exceeding 
400.000 copies. 


Revivals Click in Can. 


Ottawa, Dec. 28. 

Local film houses grabbing heavy 
biz on revivals of oldies. 

Among histcricals given smelling- 
salt treatment were ‘King Kong,’ 
‘Lost Horizon, ‘It Happened One 
Night,’ ‘Naughty Marietta,” ‘Irene’ 


and others. 


NEILL’S GUMSHOER 


Hollywood, Dec. 28. 

Universal handed Roy William 
Neill a double chore as producer- 
director on the next of the detective 
series, ‘Sherlock Holmes In Canada.’ 

Neill recently completed a director 
job on ‘Gypsy Wildcat,’ starring 
Maria Montez. 


stock in Scophony Corp. of America 
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Film Daily says there mistaking 


the destination Destination Tokyo. 
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FILM DAILY 


Daily 
Variety says scales 


the heights suspense 
and packed with 


as Captain of ‘The Copperfin’ 


as Wolf, Torpedoman 1st Class, in 


DESTINATION 


ALAN HALE JOHN WILLIAM PRINCE 
4 | Produced by JERRY: WALD 


Directed by DELM ER DAVES Screen Play by Delmer Doves and Albert Maltz * From an Original Story by Steve Fisher © Muste by Frant Waxman 


Our Two Big Jobs in January: Fourth War Loan and March of Dimes 
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8 FILM 


REVIEWS 


Wednesday, December 29, 1943 


- A Guy Named Joe 


Metro release of Everett Riskin produce 


tion, Stars Spencer Tracy and lrene Dunne; 
features Lionel Barrymore, Van Johnson, 
James Gleason, Ward Bond, Barry Nelson. 
Directed by Victor Fleming. Screenplay, 
Dalton Trumbo, adaptation by Frederick 
Hazlitt Brennan from original story by 


Major Chandler Sprague and David Boehm: 
George 


editor, Frederick Brennan: camera, 

Folsey and Karl Freund. Reviewed at Cap- 
itol theatre. New York. Dec. 28, "45. Run- 
ning time, 120 MINS, 

Pete Sandidge Spencer Ti 
Dorinda Dunne 
Van 
Al VYackey Ward Bond 
Nails Kilpati .. James Gleason 
The Lionel Barrymore 
Dick Barry Nelson 
Bright... Esther Williams 
Colone] Sykes... Henry O'Neill 
James J. Rourke Don DeFore 


Sanderson Charles Smith 


In taking a fling at the spirit world, 
Metro hasn't quite succeeded in 
reaching the nebulous. but 


managed to turn out an_  enter- 
taining and excellently performed 
icture. With Spencer Tracy and 
rene Dunne contributing the mar- 
quee strength and giving two of their 
top performances. coupled with the 
title lure and love story, ‘A Guy 
Named Joe’ should add up to satis- 
factory boxoffice. 


Had the fantasy been interpreted 
wholly in terms of the sharp wit and 
ary humor which Tracy, as a ghostly 
visitor, only occasionally injects, in- 
stead of investing it with spiritual 
counselling, the film might have at- 
tained smash proportions. As it is, 
there hovers over too many scenes 
in the cloudy Arata a fogginess that 
isn’t made any more acceptable by 
the final solution. The latter only 
changes the mood of the film from 
one of light cockiness to the realm 
of metaphysics. It’s all the more 
regrettable that the picture couldn’t 
have emerged as a piece of clever 
whimsy, for in all other respects 
Metro has given it an overall fine 
production, only going overboard on 
its two-hour running time. As it 
stands, a good half-hour could be 
cut advantageously. 


Tracy is cast as a squadron com. | 


mandiz-~at-an -English-5 
a constant jam because of, his fool- 
hardy heroics. He steps out of 
bounds once too often and gets irans- 
ferred to a remote reconnaisance 
spot in Scotland. Through all this 
his gal, Irene Dunne, a ferry pilot, 
sticks by him in the casual, un- 
demonstrative love-making manner 
characteristic of the Tracy pix. Ful- 
filling a premonition felt by Miss 
Dunne, he crashes on his last heroic 
stunt, proceeding to the land where 
all dead pilots go. There he meets 
up with The Boss, and is assigned 
to guide and instruct the new pilots 
in the earthly world who are making 
a bid for their wings. It’s at this 
point that the serious overtones of 
the picture intrude themselves, with 
the offering of the matter-of-fact 
solution that ‘life must go on for the 
living’ too abruptly thrust into the 
story’s coptinuity. Had that philo- 
sophical concept been developed log- 
ically it might have been more ac- 
ceptable. As it is, Tracy’s blithe 
spirit, as it nonchalantly weaves in 
and out when it takes up with his 
old associates, provides the film with 
its more entertaining moments while 
it at no time tries to convert the 
audience to a belief in those spiritual 
preachments. 


Through a freak of circumstance 
(or was it scripting?), Tracy’s initial 
assignment is a young student officer 
whom he ferries right into the life 
of Pilot Dunne, his ex-sweetheart: 
As they become emotionally involved 
Tracy develops some. unspiritual 


ase in 


ilily 


ine by The Boss, and by his ghostly 


guidance reieases Miss Dunne for 
‘life with the living.’ 
Tracy gives a fine performance 


throughout, making a very likeable 
ghost, while Miss Dunne is nifty to 
look at and turns in a sufficiently re- 
strained but emotionally convincing 
portrayal. Ward Bond, as his buddy 
in Tracy’s earthly existence, likewise 
contributes a top performance, while 
James Gleason, Lionel Barrymore 
and Don DeFore are good in sup- 
orting roles. On the other hand, 
Jan Johnson has difficulty in be- 
ing convincing as Tracy’s successor 
for Miss Dunne’s affections because 
of his extreme youth. 

Victor Fleming’s direction is fine, 
limited only by the script’s defici- 
ences. Rase 


The Heavenly Body 


Metro release of Arthur Hornblow, Jr., 
Proluction. Stars Hedy Lamarr and Wil- 
liam Powell; features James Craig, Fay 
Bainter, Spring Byington. Directed by 
Alexander Hall. Screenplay, Michael Arlen 


and Walter Reisch: adapted by Harry Kur- 
nitz from original by Jacques Thery; cam- 
era, Robert Planck; score, Bronislau Kaper; 
era, Robert Planck: score, Bronislau Kaper; 
editor, Blanche Sewell. Tradeshown in 
N. Dec. 28, tunning time, 
95 MINS. 

William S. Whitley......... William Powell 
Fay Bainter 
Prefessor Stowe -Henry O'Neill 
Nancy Potter........ Spring Byington 
e ... Robert Sully 
Sebastian Melas........... Franeo Corsaro 


Metro is dabbling in things astro- 
nomical in ‘The Heavenly Body,’ one 
of those husband-wife comedies that 
should do well at the boxoffice on 
the basis of the Hedy Lamarr-Wil- 
liam Powell names. 


The script is inclined to be one of ! tedious story. 


| 


those far-fetched things, and there’s 
a frequent stretch for laughs, but 
where there's a sufficient reelage of 
Miss Lamarr no picture can be very 
far off the b.o. beam. The guys wit- 
nessing this pic will be entranced by 
Miss Lamarr’s beaut looks; the dolls 
will be impressed. The camera has 
been particularly good to her in this 
one, and her clothes are also plenty 
eye-appealing. 

Yarn attempts to tell what hap- 
pens when the usual triangle evolves 
from a situation involving Miss La- 
marr and Powell as the husband- 
wife. James Craig as an _ air-raid 
warden, and the astronomical pur- 
suits of Powell. The crux of the 
story is woven around the fact that 
Powell works at night. as an astron- 
wife for 


omer, leaving his prey 
prowling air-raid wardens. It may 


sound funny on paper, but it doesn’t 


| quite come off as expected. There 
has | 


are some extraneous slapstick situa- 
tions that fail to achieve the !aughs 
intended. 

Direction points up the laugh situ- 
ations as well as could be expected. 
Powell gives one of his standard per- 
formances, but occasionally overacts, 
while Craig, as the air-raid warden, 
looks and acts enough like Gable to 
get by. 

But the question remains—what 
exactly did Metro mean by that title? 
Miss Lamarr can be very fetchingly 
decollete. * Kahn, 


Tender Comrade 


RKO relaase of David Hempstead produc- 
tion Stars Ginger Rogers; features Rob- 
ert Ryan, Ruth Hussey, Patricia Collinge, 
Mady Christians, Kim Hunter, Jane Dar- 
well, Richard Martin. Directed by Hdward 
Dmytryk. Story and screenplay, Dalton 
Trumbe; camera, Russell Metty; inusic, 
Leigh Harline; music director, C. Bakalein- 
ikoff; editor, Roland Gross. Tradeshown in 
Mw. Dec. 2, Running time, 102 
MINS. 

Barbara...... Ruth Hussey 
Helen Patricia Collinge 
Bara; . Jane Darwell 
Jo's Mother....... .-Mary Forbes 


In this or any war one of the most 
poignant elements of human drama 
remains the wives our servicemen 
must leave behind. In ‘Tender Com- 
rade,’ in which RKO has starred 
Ginger Rogers, it is an element pro- 
pelled home with the dramatic im- 
petus that can mean only one thing 
for exhibitors. The word is boxoffice 
—and plenty of it. 


This is a woman’s picture. Not 
that it hasn’t a basic value of under- 
standing for the stronger sex. It’s 
just that here is a picture about 
women and one that’s more perti- 
nently for women. It is a drama in 
which its characters will take their 
places in the homes of Mr. and Mrs. 
America. It is one which, because of 
the effect it has had on every home 
in Americay should have a terrific 
emotional surge for most audiences. 


Centered around five women, all 
of whom have their men in the ser- 
vices and all of whom are contrib- 
uting to the war effort in one way or 
another, ‘Tender Comrade’ is a 
preachment for all that democracy 
stands for. 


All the basic ingretlients for en- 
tertaining drama are here, from 
David Hempstead’s production down 
to, and notably including, Edward 
Dmytryk’s direction and an excel- 
lent performance by Miss Rogers 
that paces the entire cast. It js, in 
fact, pone of Miss Rogers’ finest 
characterizations. 


It is a picture of considerable 


effects. And if the emotional im- 
pact is sometimes achieved with 
what may seem to be overdone dra- 
matics, then it's to be marked off to 
what one can assume to be an enact- 
ment of what is actually real-life 
drama. Each of the women has her 
own private little drama, of course, 
and around them are concentrated 


much of picture’s_ sensitive 
values. 
These little dramas require a 


somewhat episodic treatment of the 
film, but all this has been achieved 
well. There’s the story of Jo, who 
married Chris; and when Jo wanted 
ja baby, Chris said no because he 
| feit he woaid soon be in the army; 
| then Barbara, whose husband was in 
the Navy, and the other giris were 
always cautioning her about her in- 
fidelities to a man who was serving 
his country; Helen had a husband 
and son in the service: Doris was 
anxiously anticipating a real furlough 
from her soldier-husband so they 
could consummate a marriage whose 
vows were taken when he had had 
just a few moments’ leave. All 
worked in a defense plant, and lived 
together with Manya, their refugee 
housekeeper, whose husband, too, 
was in the Army. 

Miss Rogers gives an unrestrained 
| performance throughout, and where 
| several scenes are almost dawdling, 
she perks it up with neat bits of 
business. Ruth Hussey as Barbara, 
Kim Hunter as Doris and Patricia 
Collinge as Helen also give excellent 
portrayals. Mady Christians plays 
' the housekeeper satisfactorily, while 
Jane Darwell, though featured, is 
only in for a brief flash. 

Dalton Trumbo has contributed a 
story and screenplay compact and 
replete with plenty of excellent 
dialog. A notably big factor in the 


film’s pace is Dmytryk’s direction 
of the sometimes slow, but never 
Kahn. 


Miniature Reviews 

‘A Guy Named Joe’ (M-G). 
Fantasy starring Spencer Tracy 
and Irene Dunne should do satis- 
factorily at boxoffice. 

‘The Heavenly Bedy’ (M-G). 
William Powell and Hedy La- 
marr will carry this comedy. 

‘Tender Comrade’ (RKO). 
Ginger Rogers in emotional yarn 
geared for smash b.o., 

‘Seng ef Russia’ (One Song) 
(M-G). Headed by Robert Tay- 
lor and Susan Peters for OK b.o. 

‘Sing a Jingle’ (Songs) (U). 
Okay program filmusical for sup- 
porting slots in regular duals. 

‘The Ghost Ship’ (RKO). Dis- 
appointing dualler starring Rich- 
ard Dix. 

‘Suspected Person’ (British) 
(PRC). Minor dualer for aver- 
age returns. 

‘Cattle Stampede’ (PRC). Dual 
western in ‘Billy the Kid’ series; 
fair b.o. 

‘Smart Guy’ (Mono). Slow- 
moving pie for Yower dualers. 


Song of Russia 
(ONE SONG) 


Metro release of Joseph Pasternak produc. 


tion. Stars Robert Taylor and Susan Peters; 
features Robert Benefiley, Directed by Gre- 
gory Ratoff Sereenplay, Paul Jarrico and 
Richard Collins, based on _ st y by Leo 
Mituler, Bietor Trivas and Guy Endore; 
musie, Peter Iivich Tschaikowsky and mod- 
ern Russian composers adapted for screen 
by lierbert Stothart: conducted by Albert 
Coates: song, ‘And Russia Is Her Name,’ 
by E. ¥. Harburg and Jerome Kern; dance 
direction, David Lichine; camera, Harry 
Sivadling; editor, George Hively. Trade- 
shown in N. Y., Dec. 28, '43. Running 
time, 107 MINS, 

JOHN Mereditns Robert Taylor 
Nadya Stepaniova. Susan Peters 
Robert Benchley 
Peter... Hickman 


Petes Meremblum’'s California Jr. Symphony 
Orchestra 


The glory of Russian courage 
against Nazi infamy has been paid 
tribute once again in ‘Song of Rus- 
sia,” which Joseph Pasternak has 
produced for Metro with a sweep 
that suggests epochal intentions. 
That these intentions go awry can 
be attributed considerably to a script 
that too frequently sacrifices realism 
for what is seemingly more a love 
story than an epic of a gallant peo- 
ple’s fight against enslavement. ‘Song 
of Russia's’ boxoffice returns will be 
dependent to a considerable degree 
on Robert Taylor’s name. 

Another b.o. factor is that it’s been 
too long since one has read of Soviet 
defensives; the shoe has long since 
been on the other foot. But for the 
marquee there’s something else to be 
considered. Russian heroism, what- 
ever the degree. still remains a popu- 
lar b.o. commodity. 

‘Russia’ has the benefit of a fine 
production, faithful to detail. No 
Pasternak production could be other- 
wise. And Gregory Ratoff, the di- 
rector, certainly is keenly aware of 
his Russian backgrounds. But when 
the boy-meets-girl situation projects 
itself, the picture becomes involved 
with its rather belabored romantic 
interludes amid scenes of, firstly, a 
peaceful, then a war-torn Russia. 

But if it achieves nothing else, 
‘Song of Russia’ at least establishes 
the stellar value of a comparative 
newcomer; this is Susan Peters’ most 


NJ 
Sing a Jingle 
(SONGS) 
Hollywood, Dec. 24. 
Universal release of Edward Lilley pro- 
duction, directed by Lilley. Stars Allan 
Jones; features June Vincent, 
Gus Schilling, Kings Men, 4 Society Girls. 
Screenplay, John Grey, Eugene Conrad, Lee 
Ash; 


Sands, Fred Hath; camera, Jerome 
special photography, John Fulton; editor, 
Charlies Maynard: sengs, Buddy Pepper, 
Inez James, Sidney Miller. Previewed Dec. 
23, Running time, 61 MINS, 
......Allan Jones 
Muriel lune Vincent 
J. Samuel S. Hinds 
Andrews.... .... derome Cowan 
Wilbur Richard Love 
BAM. Vivian Austin 


Kings Men 


Four Society Girls 


Another in the Universal group of 
program filmusicals designed for dual 
supporting datings. Despite formula 
story structure, it holds together suf- 
ficiently to achieve aim intended. 

Allan Jones delivers six songs in 
good voice, with comedienne Betty 
Kean clicking with two comedy tunes 
and some well-timed comedic dances. 
Best of the new songs by Inez James 
and Sidney Miller is ‘Sing a Jingle,’ 
a lilting tempo that could catch on 
for pop attention. @ther Jones con- 
tributions are ‘The Night We Called 
It a Day,’ ‘Love, You Are My Mu- 
sic,’ and ‘Beautiful Love’—all pre- 
viously published. 

Story hits familiar strides, with 
Jones—as radio baritone star—slip- 
ping off to a hinterlands war plant 
after getting Army physical turn- 
down. After initial conflict with the 
boss’ daughter, pair fall in love, and, 
he steps in under radio name to put 
over benefit show for a war bond 
campaign. 

Jones does well in the lead, with 
June Vincent okay as the girl. In 
addition to pair of sofig and dance 
numbers, Miss Kean teams up with 
Gus Schilling for slapstick comedy 
romance to inject levity into the pro- 
ceedings. Young Richard Love is on 
for two tap numbers in addition to 
bein « overplayed as the juve genius. 
Same! Hinds, Jerome Cowan, Fd- 
ward Norris and Joan Castle com- 
prise support. 

Script is unimpressive though ade- 
quate, and direction by producer-di- 
rector Edward Lilley maintains ade- 
quate tempo to hold interest for the 
abbreviated running time. Walt. 


The Ghost Ship 


RKO release of Van Lewton production. 
Stars Richard Dix: features Russell Wade, 
Edith Barrett, Ben Bard, Edmund Glover. 
Directed by Mark Robson. Screenplay, Don- 
ald Henderson Clarke: camera, Nicholas 
Musuraceca;: editor, John Lockert. At Rialto, 


N. Y., week of Dec. 24, ‘453. Running time, 
69 MINS, 

6008 Richard Dix 
Sparks..... Edmund Glover 
oe --..George de Normand 


Story of a psychological struggle 
between Richard Dix, ship captain, 
and Russell Wade, his new, youthful 
third officer, never gets started so 
couldn’t jell. A dualer. 

Star is called upon to do a dead- 
pan for most of the footage 
but breaks into a face-twitching rou- 
tine near the close which finds him 


lunatic 


Metro plans. 

This is a yarn whose characters, 
mainly those who background, are 
more real than the story itself. It is 
a story of a famous American sym- 
phonic conductor who is caught in 
the midst of the Nazi invasion of 
Russia after he has become intrigued 
by, and married, a young Russian 
pianist (Miss Peters). The pair’s di-% 
gress loyalties—he for his music. she 
for her little village threatened by 
the invaders—hring what. is intended 


to be a temporary parting until such 


| time when he can join her. 


Notable in the film is the music. 
Tschaikowsky’s cleffings are: partic- 
ularly prominent, and additional mu- 
sic has been supplied by ‘modern 
Russian composers,’ none of whom is 
billed. The Jerome Kern-E. Y. Har- 


burg combination has contributed 
the tuneful ‘And Russia Is Her 
Name,’ which is bound to achieve 
wider appeal than it has already 
gained. 

Outside of Miss Peters’ perform- 
ance, there is none among the lead 
players who shows distinctively. 
Robert Benchley is wasted as Tay- 
lor’s manager. And it’Sa question of 
whether Taylor could be popularly 
accepted as a noted symphonic con- 
ductor. One who batons Tschaikow- 
sky, no less. Kahn. 


IUSHEVITZ QUITS 306 
Morris Iushevitz, in charge of pub- 
lic relations for Local 306, Moving 
Picture Machine Operators of N. Y., 
for eight years, has resigned. 
He’s joining the staff of The Ad- 
vance, house organ for the Amalga- 


mated Clothing Workers Union. 


| tion 


important role to date. y 
ate It eals murdered by Skelton Knaggs, a 
pier as one of the finest voung, dra- 
matic actresses to emerge cast as Finnish t sho 
of-mouth on her performance, beauty | techni f 
and expressive urdernlaying should philosophical 
make her a ‘must’ in any 
n any future maxims are wafted from the ‘dummy’ 


in a ghostly, off-screen voice every 
once in a while. This helps not at 
all in making the vague yarn any 
clearer. 

Wade, as the mystified third mate 
acts mystified enough, but probably 
will have to be content with an also- 
ran position when compared with 
‘Ghost Ship’ audiences. Rest of the 
cast seems even more mystified than 
Wade. 

Script, which evidently aimed for 


)a Joseph Conrad gr66ve, fails td put 


over temperamental conflict idea in 
understandable fashion, and direc- 
does not overcome this handi- 
cap. Dix as a heavy should have 
been built as such in earlier scenes 
to offer fuller appreciation by dual 


audiences used to seeing him in 
nobler moods. Donn. 
Suspected Person 
(BRITISH-MADE) 

PRC release of Associated British pro- 
duction, Features Clifford Evans, Patricia 
Roc, David Farrar and Anne Firth. Di- 
rected by Lawrence Huntington. Screen- 
Play, Huntington; camera, Ronald Ans- 
combe; editor, Flora Newton, At New 
York, N. Y., week of Dec. 20, dual. Run- 
ning time, 78 MINS, 

Thompson..... David Farrar 
Franklin.....ee -Robert Beatty 
Tony Garrett. Perrins 
Makeham 


An Associated British film, which 
PRC is distributing in the U. S., is 
a suspenseful mysiery-drama which 
exhibs should find adequate in fill- 
ing out a program. 

Story takes place in London where 


Betty Kean, 


“duction. 


Clifford Evans is in possession of 
money from a bank holdup in Amer- 
ica, obtained when he fied country 
after two of his accomplices were 
arrested. These two win acquittals 
and track down Evans, all the while 
under scrutiny of Scotland Yard, 
which bides time in nabbing trio 
until the hiding place of the dough 
is revealed. 

Patricia Roc, as Evans’ sister, and 
David Farrar, as the inspector, turn 
in good performances as do Evans 
and his cinematic sweetheart, Anne 
Firth. Direction by Lawrence Hunt- 
ington has even pacing with Ronald 
Anscombe’s photography at par, 


Cattle Stampede 


PRC release of Sigmund Neufeld produce 
tion. Features Buster Crabbe and Al St, 
John, Directed by Sum Newfield, Original 
and screenplay, -Joe -O'’ Donnell; camera, 
Robert Cline; editor, Hlolbrook Todd, At 
New York, N. Y., week of Dec. 20; dual. 
Running time, 58 MINS. 

Billig the Kid....:..: Buster Crabbe 
Fuzzy Jones....... Al St. John 
Ed Dawson..... Werner 
steve 
JENSEN. Bud Buster 


This Sigmund Neufeld production 
in the ‘Billy the Kid’ series for PRC 
is a routine dual western. Buster 
Crabbe and Al St. John are featured, 
with the latter’s comedy providing 
the highlight. 

Crabbe and St. John lead a group 
of Oklahoma ranchers in their fight 
to break the rustling combine headed 
by Charles King, whose practice is 
stampeding herds and buying what- 
ever is left at his own price. Some 
good hand-to-hand braw!s and fast 
gunplay spice up the proceedings. 

Frances Gladwin has the only 
female role, a minor one. Sam News 
field’s direction brings out average 
performances. 


Smart Guy 


Monogram release of John T. Coyle prose 
Direcied vs Hillver. 
Stars Rick Vallin; features Veda Ann Borg, 
Bobby Larson. Screenplay, Charles R, 
Marion and John W. Krafft, based on orige 
inal by Harrison Jacobs; camera, Mack 
Stengler; editor, Carl Pierson; music, Ede 
ward Kay. At New York, N. Y., week Deo, 


14, dual. Running time, 63 MINS, 
ere ... Rick Vallin 
Bobby, Larson 
JOAN. Wanda MeKay 
TAVIOL. lack La Rue 
Maggie..... .Mary Gordon 
District Attorney.........- Addison Richards 


Lambert Hillyer directed this one 
strictly according to formula. A 
minor dualer. 

Slow-moving picture concerns ite 
self with the rehabilitation of a tough 
gambler. Rick Vallin is the gambler 
who ‘adopts’ a newsboy to get favore 
able publicity in order to beat a 
manslaughter rap. Amusing angle is 
that he’s actually innocent, but-the 
d.a. is out to get him. The gambler 
jumps bail and takes refuge in the 
country, accompanied by the kid. He 
finally gives up after the moral les- 
sons taught him by the newsboy and 
the country girl, Veda Ann Borg, 
proprietress of the inn where he 
hides. 


Religious Pix 


Continued from page 1 
by business done at theatres. While 
‘Flesh’ admittedly is no outright re« 
ligious film, spiritual angle is high- 
lighted. ‘Bernadetie’ opened big this 
week in first two playdates in L.A. 
Industry execs are convinced that 
the swing towards religious-spiritual 
features is a normal public reflex to 
the troubled aspects of the present 
world situation. Others in the trade 
believe that at no time has there 
been a more pronounced need for 
religious fare. 


Plus ‘Song,’ 20th now is making 
‘Keys of the Kingdom.’ also, a relig- 
ious yarn. Warner Bros. will do ‘The 
Miracle.’ 

Metro is scheduled to produce a 
remake of ‘Quo Vadis,’ which origin- 
ally was so big in the foreign terri- 
tory because of spectacular as well 
as religion theme. Same studio is 
set to do ‘The Rosary’ and also 
‘Hoodlum Saint’ and ‘Church of the 
Good Thief.’ 

Paramount, which has no new re- 
ligious film in work, is making a 
special reissue of ‘Sign of the Cross,’ 
made in 1932, with special foreword 
produced by Cecil B. DeMille. Pic- 
ture has been on constant reissue in 
the foreign field ever since produced. 


Practically Inseparable 


Hollywood, Dec. 28. 
Paulette Goddard and Fred Mac- 
Murray co-star again at Paramount in 
‘Practically Yours,’ slated for a late 
January start. 
George Marshall directs, with 
Harry Tugend producing, from a 


story by Capt. Norman Krasna. 
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WARNER BROS.’ TRADE SHOWINGS OF FN 
. 
IN TECHNICOLOR 
Starring 
DENNIS IRENE MANNING 
i CITY PLACE OF SHOWING ADDRESS DAY and DATE TIME 
Albany Warner Screening Room 79 N. Pearl St. Mon. 1/3 12:30 P.M. 
Atlanta RKO Screening Room 191 Walton St. N.W. Mon. 1/3 2:00 P.M. 
Boston RKO Screening Room 122 Arlington St. Mon. 1/3 2:00 P.M. 
: Buffalo 20th Century-Fox Sc. Rm. 290 Franklin St. Mon. 1/3 2:00 P.M. { 
| Charlotte 20th Century-Fox Sc. Rm. 308 S. Church St. Mon. 1/3 10:00 A.M. 1. 
Chicago Warner Screening Room 1307 So. Wabash Ave. Mon. 1/3 1:30 P.M. i 
Cincinnati RKO Screening Room Palace Th. Bldg. E. 6th Mon. 1/3 7:30 P.M. iH 
Cleveland Warner Screening Room _ 2300 Payne Ave. Mon. 1/3 8:00 P.M. t i 
it Dallas 20th Century-Fox Sc. Rm. 1803 Wood St. Mon. 1/3 2:00 P.M. | 
Denver 20th Century-Fox Sc. Rm. 2101 Champa St. Mon. 1/3 2:30 P.M. 
Des Moines 20th Century-Fox Sc. Rm. 1300 High St. Mon. 1/3 2:30 P.M. |) 
Detroit Film Exchange Bldg. 2310 Cass Ave. Mon. 1/3 2:00 P.M. AI 
Indianapolis Paramount Sc. Room 116 W. Michigan Mon. 1/3 9:00 A.M. iH 
Kansas City 20th Century-Fox Sc. Rm. 1720 Wyandotte St. Mon. 1/3 1:30 P.M. HH 
Los Angeles _ Vitagraph Sc. Rm.. 2025-S. Vermont Ave, Mon. 1/3 2:00 P.M. 
Memphis 20th Century-Fox Sc. Rm. 151 Vance St. Mon. 1/3 8:00 P.M. 
Milwaukee Warner Th. Sc. Rm. 212 W. Wisconsin Ave. Mon. 1/3 2:00 P.M. 
Minneapolis 20th Century-Fox Sc. Rm. 1015 Currie Ave. Mon. 1/3 10:00 A.M.. 
New Haven Warner Th. Proj. Rm. 70 College St. Mon. 1/3 1:30 P.M. 
New Orleans | "20th Century-Fox Sc. Rm. ~ 200 S. Liberty St. Mon. 1/5 2300 
New York Home Office 321 W. 44th St. Mon. 1/3 2:30 P.M. 
Oklahoma 20th Century-Fox Sc. Rm. 10 North Lee Ave. Mon. 1/3 2:00 P.M. | 
Omaha 20th Century-Fox Sc. Rm. 1502 Davenport St. Mon. 1/3 1:00 P.M. | 
Philadelphia Vine St. Sc. Rm. 1220 Vine St. Mon. 1/3 11:00 A.M. i 
Pittsburgh 20th Century-Fox Sc. Rm. 1715 Blvd. of Allies Mon. 1/3 2:30 P.M. 4 
Portland Star Screening Room 925 N.W. 19th Ave. Mon. 1/3 2:00 P.M. | 
Salt Lake 20th Century-Fox Sc. Rm. 216 East ist South Mon. 1/3 2:00 P.M. | 
San Francisco Republic Sc. Rm. 221 Golden Gate Ave. Mon. 1/3 1:30 P.M. i 
Seattle Jewel Box. Sc. Rm. 2318 Second Ave. Mon. 1/3 2:00 P.M. | | 
> St. Louis S’renco Sc. Rm. 3143 Olive St. Mon. 1/3 10:00 A.M, | 
Washington Earle Th. Bldg. 13th & E Sts. N.W. Mon. 1/3 10:30 A.M. i 
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Wednesday, December 29, 


Philly N.S.H. But ‘Major,’ ‘Govt. Girl 
OK 1446 Each; ‘Sister’ Nice 186, 2d 


Philadelphia, Dec. 28. 

Rain on Sunday is knocking huge 
dents in the Christmas Week grosses 
in Philly deluxers. Saturday (Xmas 
Day) business was hefty up so the 
Overall picture isn’t as bad as it 
could have been. 

Benny Goodman's orchestra is re- 
ceiving an _ enthusiastic welcome 
from the bobbysoxers, and teamed 
with ‘Crime Doctor’s Strangest Case’ 
is playing to near-capacity at the 
Earle. ‘No Time for Love,’ at Boyd, 
is disappointing, but other new films, 
‘Government Girl’ and ‘Iron Major’ 
are solid. 

Estimates for This Week 


Aldine (WB) (1,303; 35-75)—‘Gov- 
ernment Girl’ (RKO). Okay $14,- 
500, at regular scale. Last week, 
‘Bell Tolls’ (Par) (7th wk), nice $9,- 
500 at $1.10 top for final week. 

Arcadia (Sablosky) (600; 35-75)— 
‘Girl Crazy’ (M-G) (2d run). Not 
too good at $4,800. Last week, ‘Fired 
Wife’ (U) sour $2,800, for second 


run. 

Boyd (WB) (2,500: 35-75)—‘No 
Time for Love’ (Par). Disappointing 
$15,000 with pallid $2,500 for extra 
showing at Earle, Sunday. Last 
week, ‘Lady Takes Chance’ (RKO) 
(2d wk), thin $10,500. 

Earle (WB) (2,760; 35-85) —‘Crime 
Doctor’s Strangest Case’ (Col) with 
Benny Goodman orch onstage. Ex- 
cellent play from youngsters to tune 
of wow $37,500. Last week, the flu 
plus Frank Sinatra’s aching molars 
(which cancelled five shows) brought 
take for appearance of The Voice, 
plus Jan Savitt orch, and ‘Mystery 
Broadcast’ (Rep), to $39,000, record 
for pre-Xmas week, but st#ll way 
below expected $48,000, or better. 

Fox (WB) (2,245; 35-75)—‘Butler’s 
Sister’ (U) (2d wk). Not hurt much 
with okay $18,000 for holdover fol- 
lowing stout $18,500 for opener. 

Karlton (Goldman) (1,000: 35-75) 
—Girl Crazy’ (M-G) (2d _ run), 
Opened Saturday (25). May hit fair 
$5,800. Last week, ‘Under Two 
Flags’ (20th) (reissue), mediocre 
$4.300. 

Keith’s (Goldman) (2.220: 35-75)— 
*Woman of Year’ (M-G) (reissue). 
Product situash forced Goldman’s 
deluxer into opening an oldie Xmas 
week. Sad $2,500 is result. Last 
week, ‘Guadalcanal Diary’ (20th), 
okay $6,000 for second run. 

Mastbaum (WB) (4.692: 35-75)— 
‘Old Acquaintance’ (WB) (3d wk). 
Fairish $18,000. Last week, slightly 
higher but not satisfactory $18,700. 
‘Destination Tokyo’ 


(WB) opens 
Thurs. (30). 
Stanley (WB) (2.916: 35-75) — 
‘Fallen Sparrow’ (RKO) (2d wk). 


Improving over opening week with 
hefty $18.000, helned by word-of- 
mouth. Opener okay $17,600. 

Stanton (WB) (1,476: 35-75)— 
‘Iron Maior’ (RKO). Solid $14.500. 
Last week, ‘Son of Dracula’ (U). so- 
so $8,800. 


‘Riding’ Fast $13,000, 


Pacemaker in L’ville 


Louisville, Dec. 28. 
,, Biz is perking on the main stem. 
High,” singled at Rialto. and ‘Lassie 
Come Home.’ dualed at Loew's State. 
‘Old Acquaintanee’ at the Mary An- 
derson is also nice. 
Estimates for This Week 

Brown (Fourth Avenue-Loew’'s) 
(1.400; 30-50) — ‘Fallen Sparrow’ 
(RKO) and ‘Hi Sailor’ (U). On 
moveover, moderate $3.000. Last 
week, ‘Jack London’ (UA) and 
‘Everybody Happy’ (Col), fair $3,000 
on m.o. 

Kentucky (Switow) (1,200: 15-25) 
—Johnny Come Lately’ (UA) and 
‘Lady Takes Chance’ (RKO), Oke 
$1.600. Last week: ‘Swine -Maisk? 
(M-G)} and ‘Behind Rising Sun’ 
(RKO). mild $1,500. 


| 
Loew's State (Loew’s) (3.300: 30- | 
50 }—‘Lassie Come Home” (M:G i’ and? 


‘Something Soldier’ (Col). Good 
$10.000. Last week, ‘Cross Lorraine’ 
(M-G) and ‘Doctor’s Strangest Case’ 
(Col), mild $9,000. 

Mary Anderson 
30-50)—‘Old Acquaintance’ 
Solid $6.000. Last week. 
O’Rourke’ (WB) (3d wk), 
$3.500. 

National (Indie). (2.400: 40-65)— 
‘Chance Lifetime’ (Col) and Three 
Stooges, other acts on stage. With 
help of midnight show Saturday (25), 


(Libson) 
(WB). 
‘Princess 
healthy 


healthy $11,000. Last week. ‘Un- 
known Guest’ (Mono) and Benny 
Meroff’s ‘Funzafire’ on stage, mild 
$9.000. 


Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,400: 30- 
50)—‘Riding High’ (Par). Stacking 
up strong as a single. Socko $13,000 
to pace city. Last week, . ‘Fallen 
Sparrow’ (RKO) and ‘Hi Sailor’ (U), 
okay $10,000. 

Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1.400: 30- 
50 )—‘Death of Hitler’ (U) and ‘Lucky 
Fellow’ (U). Sturdy $4.500. Last 
week, ‘Always Bridesmaid’ «U) and 
‘Aldrich Haunts House’ (Par), okay 


sharply over last week. 


earlier 


influence 
strongly, and the flu epidemic seems 
to have by-passed the Hub. 


(1.000; | 
| 
| this week is ‘Lady Takes a Chance’ 
at the Memorial. 


‘Tarazan 
plus 
Morison, 
stage. 
boost to $23,000, but still off normal 
pace. 
(RKO) and Jimmie Lunceford orch, 
others, on stage, $22,000. 


‘Lady Takes 
‘Gangway Tomorrow’ (RKO). 


$4,006. 


+ 


Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
(Based on 14 theatres) 
Total Gross Same Week 
$545,000 
(Based on 13 theatres) 


Riding High’ Hot 


15G, K. C. Topper 


Kansas City, Dec. 28. 
Grosses at the deluxers are up 
The: bell- 
ringer is ‘Riding High’ at the New- 
man. ‘Lassie Come Home’ at the 
Midland, and ‘His Butler’s Sister,’ 
day-date at the Esquire, Uptown and 
Fairway, are running neck-and-neck 
for second position. 
Estimates for This Week 

Esquire, Uptown and Fairway 
(Fox-Midwest) (820, 2,043 and 700; 
40-60)—‘Butler’s Sister’ (U). Sturdy 
$12,000. Last week, ‘Son Dracula’ 
(U) and ‘Mad Ghoul’ (U), mild 
$10,000. 

Midland (Loew’s) (3,500; 35-50)-—— 
‘Lassie Come Home’ (M-G) and 
‘Young Ideas’ (M-G). Snappy $12,- 
500. Last week, ‘Cross Lorraine’ 
(M-G) and ‘Crime Doctor's Strangest 
Case’ (Col), so-so $10,500. 

Newman (Paramount) (1,900; 40- 
60-—‘Riding High’ (Par). Great $15,- 
000. Last week, ‘True to Life’ (Par) 
(2d wk), acceptable $7,500 following 
through after good $10,000 opening 


round. 

Orpheum (RKO) (1,500; 40-60)— 
‘Lady. Takes Chance’ (RKO) and 
‘Ghost Ship’ (RKO) (2d wk). Pleas- 
ant $10,000 after pace-setting $12,000 
for initial sesh. 

Tower (Fox-Joffee) (2,100: 35-50)— 
‘Buckskin Frontier’ with 
Blackstone, magician, on the stage. 
Husky $12,000. Last week, ‘Never 
Dull Moment’ (U) and ‘Here Comes 
Kelly’ (Mono) with stage revue, 
modest $8,500, under average. 


‘Thousands’ Cheerful 


Cincinnati, Dec. 28. 
‘Thousands Cheer’ at the Palace is 
pacing the upbeat currently. For 
place position ‘Lassie Come Home’ at 
the Grand is a jump ahead of ‘Gang’s 
All Here’ at Capitol. 


Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,300; 44-85)—‘True 
to Life’ (Par) plus Ina Ray Hutton 
orch, others, on stage. Bright $24,- 
000. Last week, ‘Dangerous Blondes’ 
(Col) with Merry Macs, others, on 
stage, dandy $20,000. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000: 35-65) — 
‘Gang’s All Here’ (20th). Fair $9,000. 
Last week, ‘Northern Pursuit’ (WB) 
(2d wk), dull $4,000. 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 25-35) — 
‘Tiger Fangs’ (PRC) and ‘Women at 
Work’ (PRC) split with ‘Muggs Steps 
Out’ (Mono) and ‘Man Rio Grande’ 
(Rep). Brisk $2,300. Last week. ‘Hi 
(Rep) divided with ‘Campus Rhythm 
(Mono) and ‘Girl Monterey’ (PRC), 
86-SG $2,100. 

Grand (RKO) (1,430: 35-65) — 
‘Lassie Come Home’ (M-G). Okay 
$9,500. Last week, ‘Corvette’ (U) (2d 


| wk), thin $3,500. 


Keith’s (Libson) (1,500: 35-65) — 


| arrival of Christmas, 


$15,000 in Cincinnati | 


doing big $11,500. Last week, | 


| ‘I Dood It’ (M-G), moved over from 


Paramount and ‘Petticoat Larceny’ 
(RKO) added. Fair $7,500. Last 
i! week. ‘Best Foot Forward’ (M-G) 


‘Tarzan’s Desert Mystery’ (RKO). 
All right $5,500. Last week, ‘Butler's 
Sister’ (U) (3d run), nice $4,500. 
Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 35-65)—‘Son 
Dracula’ (U) and ‘Mad Ghoul’ (U) 
(2d wk). Hefty $5,000 after big $7,000 


teeoff. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 385-65) — 
‘Thousands Cheer’ (M-G). Strong 
$15,000. Last week, ‘Whistling, Brook- 
lyn’ (M-G), off key, $10,000. 

Shubert (RKO) (2,100; 35-65) — 
‘Whistling Brooklyn’ (M-G). Move- 
over. All right $4,500. Last week, 
‘Jack London’ (UA) (2d run), about 
$2,500, or near. 


‘No Love’ Leads Buff. 
With Terrif $20,000; 
‘Top Man’ Dandy 156 


Buffalo, Dec. 28. 

All theatres snapped*®back into 
stride with the arrival of the holi- 
days. Tops is ‘No Time for Love’ 
at Great Lakes. ‘Top Man’ is next 
in total coin with rousing week at 
the Lafayette. 

Estimates for This Week 


Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 35-65)— 
‘True to Life’ (Par) and ‘Iraq’ (WB). 
Pleasant $13,000. Last week, ‘Tartu’ 
(M-G) and ‘Young Ideas’ (M-G), 
mild $10,000. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 35-65) 
—No Time for Love’ (Par) and 


‘Aldrich Haunts House’ (Par). 
Smash $20,000 to pace city. Last 
week, ‘Lassie Come Home’ (M-G) 


and ‘Paris After Dark’ (20th), slug- 
gish $9,500. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 35-65)—‘Crime 
School (WB) and ‘Girls on Proba- 
tion’ (WB) (Reissues). Surprisingly 
strong at $14,000. Last week, ‘Gua- 
daleanal Diary’ (20th) and ‘Find 
Blackmailer’ (WB) (2d wk), thin 
$7,000. 

Lafayette (Basil) (3,300; 35-65)— 
‘Top Man’ (U) and ‘Fired Wife’ (U). 
Dandy $15,000. Last week, ‘Corvette 
K-225’ (U) and ‘Gals, Inc.’ (U), soft 
$10,000. 

20th Century (Ind.) (3,000; 35-65) 
—Around the World’ (RKO) and 
‘Leopard Man’ (RKO). Snappy $14,- 
006 likely. Last week, ‘Union Pacific’ 
(Par) and ‘Souls at Sea’ (Par) (re- 
issues), droopy $8,000. 


‘Girl Crazy’ Omaha’s 
Best at Wham $11,500 


Omaha, Dec. 28. 

Business in downtown and neigh- 
borhood houses lifted quickly on the 
with weekend 
improvement big. The Brandeis has 
a big week on tap with ‘Government 
Girl’ and ‘Rookies in Burma.’ Par- 
amount’s ‘Girl Crazy’ is leader for 
town, playing solo. 

Estimates for This Week 

Brandeis (Mort Singer) (1,500; 11- 
55)—Government Girl’ (RKO) and 
‘Rookies Burma’ (RKO). Surprising 
business from the start, three days 
before Christmas, and strong $9,500 
is likely in nine»days. Last week, 
‘Where Are Children’ (Mono) and 
‘Ghost Ship’ (RKO), low $4,300. 

Orpheum (Tristates) (11-55)—All- 
film program here for first time in 


weeks. ‘True to Life’ (Par) and ‘Is 
Everybody Happy?’ (Col). Will roll 
to a healthy $10,500. Last week, 


‘Something About Soldier’ (Col) and 
D’Artega orch, on stage (20-65), light 
$11,000. 

Paramount (Tristates) 
55)—‘Girl Crazy’ (M-G). 


(3.000; 

Single-fea- | 

‘Dood It’ (M-G), acceptabie 96.000. 
Omaha (Trisiates) (2,000; 11-55)— 


and ‘City Stopped Hitler’ (Par), light 
$7,000. 


_ Alone Big, ‘Maisie’ N.G. 276, 2 Spots 


Dec. 28. 
back 


Boston, 
iret. 
season 


to 


way. Cold weather, now ac- 


week-to-week grosses 


On top 


Estimates for This Week 
Boston (RKO) (3,200: 44-99)— 
Desert Mystery’ (RKO) 
Jerry Wald’s band, Patricia 
Chaz Chase, others, on 
Holiday gave this show a 


Last week ‘Rookies Burma’ 


Fenway (MP) (1,373; 40-60)— 


‘Northern Pursuit’ (WB) and ‘Foot- 
light Glamour’ 
Met, 
Last week, ‘Rosie. O'Grady’ (20th) 
and ‘Submarine Alert’ (Par), $4.000 


(Col). From the 


okay considering at $4,300. 


Memorial (RKO) (2,900: 44-75)— 
Chance’ (Col) and 


Best 


buy in town at $20,000, high for cur- 


levels appeared this 
| week with Christmas safely out of | 
| the | —‘True 
| cepted as a fixture, no longer should | Packin’ Mama’ (Rep). 
Last week, ‘Princess O’Rourke’ (WB) 
and ‘Iraq’ (WB), ab&t same. 


‘Swingshift 
| ‘Kansan’ 
| Last week. ‘Tartu’ (M-G) and ‘Young 
Ideas’ 

$20,000. 


| Northern Pursyit’ (WB) and ‘Foot- 
light Glamour 
Met: still off, but okay $12,500. Last 
week, ‘Rosie O’Grady’ 
‘Submarine Alert’ 


‘Swingshift 
‘Kansan’ (UA). 
week, 
Ideas’ (M-G). $8,600. 


Translux (Translux) (900; 28-65)— 
‘Crime School’ (WB) and ‘Girls 
Probation’ (WB) (reissues) Held 


over for booking 
offish. $3.000 on second week. First 
week, mild ‘$4,000. 


season is 
Chance,’ ‘Riding High’ and ‘Old Ac- 
Guaintance,’ 
all regarded highly. 


caused 


tioning, 


| 
rent slump. Last week, ‘Flesh 
tasy’ (U) and ‘She’s for Me’ 
(2d 
Metropolitan (M-P) 
to Life’ (Par) 


Fan- 


(U) 


(3,367: 35-65) | 
and ‘Pistol | 
So-so $18,000. 


(2,900; 44-65)— 
(M-G) and 
Mediocre $19,000. | 


(Loew ) 
Maisie’ 
(UA). 


Orpheum 


(M-G), built to finish 


(MP) 


near 


Paramount (1,700; 40-60)— 


(Col). Here from 
(20th) 
(Par), $12,000. 
(3,200: 44-65)— 
(M-G) and 
Dismal $8,000. Last 
(M-G) and ‘Young 


and 


State (Loew) 


Maisie’ 


‘Tartu’ 


reasons to take 


| light $5,000 in eight days. 


Marines’ 
here from State and still clicking at 
nice $6,000 
‘Northern 

mild $4,600 in eight days. 


‘Lady Takes Chance’ 
praise for this one, and sock $11,000 
looms. 
Okay $7,200. 


High’ 
cheer on 
or a bit better is likely. Last week. 
‘Salute Marines’ ‘M-G), satisfactory 
$9.000 in nine days. 


‘Acquaintance’ Boffo $30,000, Frisco; 
3 Gals 126, Gang Here’ 296, Okay 


San Francisco, Dec. 28. 


Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
$2,333,400 
(Based on 20 cities, 148 thea- 

tres, chiefly first runs, Including 

Total Gross Same Week 

(Based on 23 cities, 168 theatres) 


‘Major -Fio Rito 
21G, Pitt. Ace 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 28. 

Sluggish biz here all through 
month of December is continuing 
right into Xmas Week. For an 
ordinary session, take would be all 
right, but “not for a holiday. Com- 
bination of ‘Iron Major’ and Ted Fio 
Rito’s band has top play at Stanley, 
while ‘Thousands Cheer’ is fairish 
at the Penn. Elsewhere, it’s just 
$0-so. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 30-60)— 
‘Happy Land’ (20th). Press went all 
out for this one but sad $6,500 is 
likely. Last week, ‘Mad Ghoul’ (U) 
and ‘Son Dracula’ (U) not bad at 
$4,800. 

Harris (Harris) (2,200; -30-60)— 
‘Butler’s Sister’ (U) (2d wk). Nice 
$9,000 on h.o. after solid $11,000 on 
first week. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3.300; 30-60)— 
‘Thousands Cheer’ (M-G). Got away 


fast but slipping. In eight days 
won’t do more than $18,000, disap- 
pointing. Last week, ‘Northern 
Pursuit’ (WB) under 
$12,000. 

Ritz (WB) (800; 30-60)—*‘Lassie 


Come Home’ (M-G) (3d wk). Move- 
over from thin $2,200. Last week, 
‘Old Acquaintance’ (WB), via same 
route, under $2,000. 


Senator (Harris) (1,750: 30-60)— 
‘Heat’s On’ (Col). Weak $2,500. 
Last week ‘Guadalcanal Diary’ 


(20th). on moveover. ditto. 

Stanley (WB) (3,800: 30-75)—‘Iron 
Maior’ (RKO) plus Ted Fio Rito 
orch and Mills Brothers on stage. 
Good bill but unlikelv to better $21.- 
000, considerably under what house 
does for a holiday session but okav 
for ordinarv week. Last week, 
‘Cross Lorraine’ (M-G) and Charlie 


Barnet orch. sad $12.500. 


Warner (WB) (2.000: 30-60) — 
‘Northern Pursuit’ (WB) (2d wk). 
Moved here from Penn. Dull $5.000 
Last week, ‘Lassie Come Home’ 


(M-G). from Penn, about same. 


Riding,’ High $14,000, 
Pacing Better Mpls.; 
‘Chance’ Wow at 116 


Minneapolis, Dec. 28. 
Grosses here are starting a come- 
back this week following a sharp 
climn. The holiday 


helping ‘Lady 


important 
‘Riding 
looks like top ‘coin 
Transportation 
by reduced street car and 
bus services along with gasoline ra- 
are still boxoffice head- 


High,’ 
at State, cur: 


rently. 


aches. 
Estimates for This Week 
Astor (Par-Singer) (900; 20-30)— 
‘Doughboys Ireland’ (Col) and ‘Mr. 


Muggs Steps Out’ (Mono). Good 
| $2,800 in six days. Last week, 
‘Dangerous Blondes’ (Col) and 


‘Smart Guy’ (Par) split with ‘Scream 


in Dark’ (Rep) and ‘Mysterious 
| Broadcast’ (Rep), mild $2,000 in|! 
i nine days 
Century (P-S) (1,600: 40-55)— 
‘Old Acquaintance’ (WB). Strong 
| $8.000. Last week, ‘Hostages’ (Par), | 


| Gopher (P-S) (1,000; 

Down Under (M-G). May reach 
fairly good $3,800. Last week. 
‘Aldrich Haunts House’ (Par) and 
‘Battle of Russia’ (20th), light 
$3,300. 


Lyric (P-S) (1,091; 40-55)—‘Salute 
(M-G) (2d wk). Moved 


indicated. Last 
Pursuit’ (WB) (2d 


week, 
wk), 
Orpheum (P-S) 


(2,300; 40-55)— 


(Col). High 
Last week, ‘I Dood It’ (M-G). 


State (P-S) (2.300; 40-55)—‘Riding 
(Par). Giving ‘em Xmas 


screen and wow $14,000, 


| Last week ‘Flesh Fantasy’ 


Influenza and Christmas anticipae 
tion kept the top grosses from reach, 
ing highest levels during the past 
week, but most of first-runs are back 
in normal stride currently. ‘Gang’s 
All Here,’ ‘Old Acquaintance’ and 
‘Three Russian Girls’ are top new 
pictures. ‘His Butler's Sister’ is stout 
on holdover. ‘In Old Okla.’ looks 
forte on continued run at State. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 55-75) —‘Gang’s 
All Here’ (20th) and ‘Mystery 13th 
Guest’ (Mono). Grand $29,000. Last 
week, ‘True to Life’ (Par) and ‘Iraq’ 
(WB), sad $17,500. 

Paramount (F-WC) (2,470; 55-75)— 
‘Old Acquaintance’ (WB) (‘solo for 


holidays). Terrific $30,000. Last 
week, ‘In Old’ Oklahoma’ (Rep) and 
‘Here Comes Elmer’ (U), great 
$25,000. 


St. Francis (F-WC) (1,475; 55-75) — 
‘True to Life’ (Par) and ‘Iraq’ (WB). 
Good $13,000. Last week, ‘Best Foot 
Forward’ (M-G) and ‘Criminal Case’ 
(M-G), fair $10,500. 

Warfield (F-WC) (2,650; 55-75)— 
‘Aldrich Haunts House’ (Par) and 
‘South Seas Rhythm’ (U), plus, on 
stage, ‘Merry Christmas Follies.’ 
Smash $25,000. Last week, ‘Crime 
School’ (WB) and ‘Girls on Proba- 
tion’ (WB), plus ‘Hollywood Black- 
outs’ on stage, great $23,000. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 55-75) 
—‘Government Girl’ (RKO) (2d wk) 
and Jack Teagarden orch supplant- 
ing ‘Truth or Consequences’ and 
vaude. Solid $25,000. Last week, 
with ‘Truth’ and vaude, great $27,000, 

Orpheum (Blumenfeld) (2,400; 60- 
75)—His Butler’s Sister’ (U) and 
‘Never Dull Moment’ (U) (2d wk), 
Stout $15,000. Last week, sock $18,200, 

United Artists (Blumenfeld) (1,100; 
60-75) —‘Three Russian Girls’ (UA). 
Fine $12,000. Last week, ‘Can't Take 
With You’ (M-G) and ‘Kansas’ (UA), 
so-so $7,160. 

State (F-WC) (2,000; 55-75)—‘Old 
Oklahoma’ (Rep). Continuing its 
first run from the Paramount. Smash 
$15,000. Last week, ‘Northern Pur- 


suit’ (WB), ushering in continued 
first-run policy for State, terrif 
$16,000. 


‘Sister’ Tops Denver, 
Fat $22,000, 2 Spots; 
‘Riding’ Tall at 1146 


Denver, Dec. 28. 
Despite flu cases, firstruns are okay 
to big with ‘His Butler's Sister’ head- 
ing dualer at Denver and Esquire 
easily way out in lead. ‘Riding High’ 
is riding high and handsome to war- 
rant a holdover at the Denham. 
Estimates for This Week 
Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 30-65)— 
‘Happy Land’ (20th) and ‘Doctor's 
Strangest Case’ (Col), after week at 
each Denver, Esquire. Okay $4,500. 
(U) and 
‘So’s Your Uncle’ (U), after week at 
each Denver, Esquire, okay $5,000. 
Broadway (Fox) (1,040; 30-65)— 
‘Lassie Come Home’ (M-G) and ‘Dr. 


Takes a 


newcomers, } 


difficulties, | 


| Strangest 
| quire, nice $13,000. 


35 )—‘Man | ‘Hands 


‘Something About Soldier’ (Col). Hot 


Gillespie's Criminal Case’ (M-G), 
after week at Orpheum. Goad at 
$4,500. Last week ‘Above Suspicion’ 
(M-G) and ‘Man Down Under’ (M- 


|G), after week Orpheum, oke $3,500. 


‘Riding High’ (Par). Great $11,500, 


‘Tornado’ (Par) poor $5,700. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525; 30-65)—'But- 
ler’s Sister’ (U) and ‘Holmes and 
Spider Woman’ (U), day-date with 
Esquire. Big $18,000. Last week 
‘Happy Land’ (20th) and ‘Doctor’s 
Case’ (Col.), also at Es- 
(742: 30-65)—'‘But- 


Esquire (Fox) 


| ler’s Sister’ (U) and ‘Holmes Spider 


svice 


Land’ 


(U), also at Denver. 
Last week ‘Happy 


Woman’ 
$4,000. 


(26thy and ‘Doc or’s Strangest Case’ 


(Col), also at Denver, nice $3,500. 
Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 30-65)— 


‘uovernment Girl (RKQ) and 


| ‘Rookies Burma’ (RKO), Fine $14,500. 


Home’ (M- 
Criminal 


Last week ‘Lassie Come 
G) and ‘Dr. Gillespie’s 
Case’ (M-G), big $17,000. 

Paramount (Fox) (2.200: 30-50)— 
Across Border’ (Rep) and 
$9,000. ‘In Old Okla- 


Last week 


homa’ (Rep) and ‘Mystery Broadcast’ 
(Rep) (2d wk), big $8,000. 


Rialto (Fox) (878; 30-65)—‘Flesh 
Fiuntasy’ (U) and ‘So’s Your Uncle’ 
(U), after week at Denver, Esquire, 
Aladdin. Nice $4,500. Last week 
‘Northern Pursuit? (WB) and ‘Hi 
Ya, Sailor’ (U), via Denver, Es- 


quire, Aladdin route, big $5,000. 


‘Wintertime’ 
borhood 
Last 
light $2,000. 


‘Claudia’ 
week here after first week at State. 
Neat $2,400 is likely. 


Uptewn (Par) (1,100: 30-40)— 


(20th). 
showing for 
week, ‘Watch Rhine’ 


World (Par-Steffes) (350; 46-75)— 
(20th) (3d wk). Third 


First neigh- 
good $3,500. 
(WB), 


Last week, 


light $1,500. 
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VARIETY 


PICTURE GROSSES 


Riding -Vaude High Stepper in Chi, 
$54,000; Thousands’ Cheerful 


Chicago, Dec. 28. +4 


h the week before Christmas 
Pais behind them, Loop theatres 
are heading for healthy receipts this 
week. New pictures opened in more 
than half of downtown houses. ‘As 
Thousands Cheer’ at the State-Lake 
has good chance for $23,000 to pace 
new straight filmers. Chicago _is 
back in stride at great $54,000 with 
‘Riding High’ and a stage show. 
~ tig standout on second week 
with stout $25,000. 
‘Flesh and Fantasy’ also is trim on 

holdover. 
Palace for This Week 
(B&K) (1,200; 
‘Northern Pursuit’ (WB) ¢ wee 
ag vo hind Big Top’ (WB). 
Last week, ‘Paris 


Chicago 
‘Riding High’ a 
Great $54,000. 
‘Northern 000 (WB) and stage 

(B&K) (900; 50-85)—Kan- 
san’ (UA) and ‘Pistol Packin’ Mama 
(Rep). Fine $14,000. Last week, 
‘Guadalcanal Diary’ (20th) and ‘Prai- 
rie Chickens’ (UA) (5th wk), $7,000. 

Grand (RKO) (1,150; 40-85 )— Spi- 
der Woman’ (U) and ‘Calling Dr. 
Death’ (U). Nice $8,000. Last week, 
‘Corvette’ (U) and ‘She's for Me’ (U) 
(3d wk in Loop), fair $6,000. 

Oriental (Iroquois) (3,200; 31-69)— 
‘So's Your Uncle’ (U) and vaude. 
Corking $25,000. Last week, Awful 


Truth’ (Col) (reissue) and stage 

show headed by Dorothy Donegan, 
19,000. 

(RKO) (2,500: 40-85)— 


‘Flesh and Fantasy’ (U) and ‘Moon- 
tight Vermont’ (U) (2d wk). Good 
$16,000. Last week, smart $18.000. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 50-85)— 
‘Sahara’ (Col) (2d wk). Staunch 
$25,000. Last week. robust $20,000. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2.700; 50-85)— 
‘Thousands Cheer’ (M-G). Brilliant 
$23,000. Last week, ‘Old Acuaint- 
ance’ (WB) (4th wk), six days, and 
‘Thousands Cheer’ (M-G), one day, 
snug $17,000. 

United Artists (B&K) (1.700; 50- 
85)—‘Princess O'Rourke’ (2d wk). 
Nifty $20,000. Last week, good $16,000. 

Woods (Essaness) (1,200: 50-75)— 
‘Gangs, Inc.’ (Mono) and ‘Choo Choo 


Swing’ (WB). Big $20,000. Last 
week, ‘Tartu’ (M-G) and ‘Voice 
Thrilled World’ (WB), mild $9,000. 


Herman Tilts ‘Muggs’ 
To Hot $23,000, N’ wark; 
‘Riding’ 19G, Ace Film 


Newark, Dec. 28. 

Biz is beginning to hit normal 
stride again after inroads made by 
the general flu epidemic here, 
coupled with the usual pre-Xmas lull, 
The Adams is well out in front cur- 
rently, getting a great play with the 
Woody Herman band. ‘Riding High’ 
is in high gear at Paramount, to pace 
straight filmers. 

Estimates for This Week 
Adams (Adams-Par) (1,950; 35-99) 


—Mr. Muggs Steps Out’ (Mono) and 
Woody Herman orch, Paul Winchell, 
Marion Daniels, on stage. Bill got 
off to a terrific start, with great $23,- 
000 in prospect. House records were 


House’ (U). Fine $23,000. Last week, 
‘Claudia’ (20th) and ‘Gangway To- 
morrow’ (RKO), nifty $28,000. 

Fox (Fabian) (4,023; 35-75)—‘Sa- 
hara’ (Col) and ‘Doctor’s Strangest 
Case’ (Col) (3d wk). Nice $21,000. 
Last week, strong $23,000. 

Metropolitan (Loew's) (3,618; 35- 
75)—Thousands Cheer’ (M-G) and 
‘So’s Your Uncle’ (U) (2d wk). Good 
$20,000. Last week, great $30,000. 

Paramount (Fabian) (4.020; 35-75) 
—‘Northern Pursuit’ (WB) = and 
‘Nearly Eighteen’ (Mono) (2d wk). 
Good $19,000. Last week, dandy 
$20,000. 

Strand (WB) (2,952; 35-75)—In 
Old Oklahonia’ (Rep) and ‘Whisper- 
ing Footsteps’ (Rep). Dandy $8,000. 
Last week, ‘Chance Lifetime’ (Col) 
and ‘Deerslayer’ (Rep), okay $5,000. 


HAPPY 
DET. 


e Detroit, Dec. 28. 
With a double holiday for the 
weekend, Detroit is showing an im- 
provement currently over recent 
downbeat. However, there still is 
some jittery feeling locally on 
whether the boom grosses for the 
past two seasons are finally due for 
a skid in the post-holiday period. 
The Fox will shoot back to average 
and leadership with ‘Happy Land’ 
and ‘So’s Your Uncle.’ 
Estimates for This Week 
Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 55-75)— 
‘Heat’s On’ (Col) (2d wk) and 
‘Holmes Faces Death’ (U). Former 
moved over from Fox, and given a 
freshener, sound $9,500. Last week 
‘Corvette’ (U) (2d wk) and ‘Dough- 
boys Ireland’ (Col), $8,500. 
Broadway-Capitol (United De- 
troit) (2,800; 55-75)—‘Around World’ 
(RKO) and ‘Buckskin’ Frontier’ 
(UA). Fine $18,000. Last week 
‘Princess O’Rourke’ (WB) and ‘Find 
Blackmailer’ (WB) (2d wk), $14,000. 
Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000; 55-75) 
—‘Happy Land’ (20th) and ‘So’s Your 
Uncle’ (U). Back to normal with 
nice $32,500. Last week ‘Heat’s On 


(Col) and ‘Paris After Dark’ (20th), | 


n.s.h, $21,000. 

Madison (United Detroit) 
55-75) —‘Heaven Can Wait’ (20th) 
and ‘Bombardiers’ (RKO). Great 
$5,500. Last week *Wintertime’ (20th) 
and ‘Behind Rising Sun’ (RKO), low 


(1,800; 


$4,400. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
55-75) Time for Love’ (Par) 
and ‘Aldrich Haunts House’ (Par) 


(2d wk). Holdover helped by great 
weekend to land $22,000, great, to top 
last week’s $21,000. 

Palms-State (United Detroit) (3,- 
000: 55-75) —‘True to Life’ (Par) and 
‘Falcon Co-eds’ (RKO) (2d wk). 
Heading for bright $18,000 with new 
interest after last week's okay 
$17,000. 

United Artists (United Detroit) 
(2,000; 55-75)—Lassie Come Home 
(M-G) and ‘Apache Trail’ (M-G) (2d 
wk). Will tuck a strong $17,000 be- 
hind first week's good $18.000. 


av. ast Week, ‘Mian Music wioune 
tain’ (Rep) plus Lou Walters’ ‘Latin | 
Quarter Revue,’ on stage, sluggish 
$14,000. 

Branford (WB) (2.800; 30-90)—‘Old 
Acquaintance’ (WB) and ‘Chance of 
a Lifetime’ (Col) (2d wk). Alright 
$14,000 on holdover. Good $18,000 in 
Initial stand. 

Capitol (WB) (1.178: 20-55)— 


‘Strange Death Hitler’ (U) and ‘Top | 
Man’ (U). Slow $2,600. Last week, | 
‘Crime School’ (WB) and ‘Girls on 
Probation’ (WB) (reissues), $3,200. | 

Paramount (Adams-Par) (2,000; | 
35-85) “Riding High’ (Par) and | 
‘Seream: in Dark’ (Rep>. Snappy | 
$19,000 or better in sight. Last week, | 
No Time Love’ (Par) and ‘Aldrich 
Haunts House’ (Par) (3d wk), around 
$12:506. okay. 
_Proctor’s (RKO) (3,400; 35-$1.10)— 
Claudia’ (20th) ana ‘Gangway 
morrow’ (RKO). Should come close | 
to $18.000 in 8-day stand. fairish. Last | 


week, ‘Holy Matrimony’ (20th) and 
‘Paris After Dark’ (20th), chilly | 
$14,500. 

State (Loew’s) (2.600; 30-85)— 
Dood It’ (M-G) and ‘Doctor’s | 
Strangest Case’ (Col). Staunch $17,- | 
400. Last week, ‘Heat’s On’ (Col) 


and ‘Something About Soldier’ (Col), 
n.g. $13,000. 


‘Happy’~‘Crazy House’ 
Grand $23,000, B’klyn 


Brooklyn, Dec. 28. 
Aneader in downtowsasector is RKO 
bee with ‘Happy Land’ and ‘Crazy 
Ouse. Runnerup is Loew's Metro- 
poltan with ‘Thousands Cheer’ and 
9s Your Uncle,’ though both are 
in second sessions. 
Estimates for This 
(RKO) 
Happy Laid’ 


Week 
35-75 )— 
‘Crazy 


(3,274; 
(20th) and 


| politidéad by cria but ad- 


‘Government Girl’ Fat 


| Last 


$18,000 in Mild Wash. | 


Washington, Dec. 28. 

Snow, sleet and rain on Christmas | 
Day cost the Washington downtown | 
theatres at least $20,000. Few buses, 
were running and taxis were pulied 
off the street because of icy condi- 
Heavy rain on Sunday also 
‘Government Girl’ was 


tions. 
hurt. 


vance campaign put it in the money 
at Keith's. ‘Lassie Come Home’ is| 
still a front runner at w's Fataces 
on holdover. 

Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (Loew) (3,434; 30-75)— 
‘Jack London’ (UA) with vaude. 
Weather hurt, mild $19,000 in ‘sight. | 
Last week, ‘Cross Lorraine’ (M-G) 
with vaude, nice $19,500. 

Columbia (Loew) (1,200; 30-66)— 
‘Guadalcanal Diary’ (20th). Average! 
$6,500. 
(20th), $6,000. 


Earle (WB) (2.242; 30-90)—‘North-| Bondage’ for fairish getaway. 


First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 
Week of Dec. 30 
Astor—‘Cry Havoc’ (M-G) (6th 
week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ hov. 10) 
Capitol—‘A Guy Named Joe’ 
(M-G) (2d week). 
(Reviewed in current issue) 
Criterion—‘His Butler's Sister’ 
(U) (29). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ Nov. 10) 
Globe—'Tarzan’s Desert Mys- 
tery’ (RKO) (2d week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ Dec. 8) 
Hollywood—‘The Desert Song’ 
(WB) (3d week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ Dec. 15) 
Music Hall—‘Madame Curie’ 
(M-G) (3d week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ Nov. 24) 
Palace ‘The North Star’ 
(RKO) (9th week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ Oct. 13) 
Paramount—‘Ridin’ High’ (Par) 
(2d week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ Nov. 10) 
Rialto — ‘The Ghost Ship’ 
(RKO) (2d week). 
(Reviewed in current issue) 
Rivoli — ‘For Whom the Bell 
Tolls’ (Par) (25th week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ July 21) 
Roxy—‘The Gang’s All Here’ 
(20th) (2d week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ Dec. 1) 
Strand — ‘Destination Tokyo’ 
(WB) (31). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ Dec. 22) 
Victoria — ‘The North Star’ 
(RKO) (9th week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ Oct. 13) 


‘Lassie’ Bright $20,000 
In Prov.; ‘Butler’s Sis,’ 
‘Govt. Girl’ 1436 Each 


Providence, Dec. 28. 
With Christmas holidays thrown 
in, all spots are fairly healthy, with 
the State’s ‘Lassie Come Home’ lead- 
ing the list. Also high is Majestic’s 
‘His Butler’s Sister’ and RKO Albee’s 
‘Government Girl.’ 


Estimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) (2,300; 30-50)—‘Gov- 
ernment Girl’ (RKO) and ‘Never 
Dull Moment’ (U). Nice $14,500. 
Last week, ‘Son Dracula’ (U) and 
‘Mad Ghoul’ (U), fair $9,500. 

Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 30-50) 
— ‘Old Acquaintance’ (WB) (3d 
downtown wk). Good $3,500. Last 
week, ‘Jack London’ (UA) and ‘Man 
Down Under’ (M-G) (2d run), so-so 
$2,500. 

Fay’s (Fay) (2,000; 30-50)—‘Jive 
Junction’ (PRC) and vaude on stage. 
Carrying on for good $7,000. Last 
week, ‘Ride Tenderfoot’ (Rep) and 
vaude, fair $6,000. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 30-50)—‘But- 
ler’s Sister’ (U) and ‘Inner Sanctum 
Mystery’ (U). Hitting snappy $14.,- 
500. Last week, ‘Old Acquaintance’ 
(WB) (2d wk), nice $11,500. 

Metropolitan (Snider) (3,200; 36- 
50)—‘Smart Guy’ (Mono) and Milt 
Britton orch heading stage show plus 
Tony Canzoneri. Not too bad at 
$5,000 on three-day weekend run. 
week, ‘Transatlantic Tunnel’ 
(GB) and Ted Fio Rito orch on 
stage, good $6,000 for like rum 

State (Loew) (3,200; 20-50)—‘Las- 
sie Come Home’ (M-G). Hitting the 
high spots for wow $20,000. Last 
week, ‘Cross Lorraine’ (M-G) and 
‘Something About Soldier’ (Col), 


(Silverman) (2,000; 30-50) 
—Is Everybody Happy’ (Col) and 
‘Mystery Broadcast’ (Rep). On the 
slow side at $5,000. Tast week, ‘City 
Stopped Hitler’ (Par) and ‘Pistol 
Packin’ Mama’ (Rep), slow $4,500. 


Strand 


Although some downtown N. Y. 
theatres are doing terrific with new 
shows, other houses are spotty, this 
year’s Christmas having been short 
of terrific. The day (Saturday) was 
strong generally, with exceptionally 
heavy business recorded by the 
Music Hall, Roxy and a couple other 
theatres, but it was not as good as 
Xmas in 1942, which fell on Friday. 
While the matinee take on Sunday 
(26) was very big, on the day the 
total was chopped by a cold eve- 
ning’s rain. This hurt markedly 
from 6 p. m. on that day. Monday 
(27) was generally stout. 


The Music Hall and Roxy, with 
their large capacities, were tops in 
terms of money on Christmas Day. 
Former with ‘Madame Curie’ and the 
customary Yuletide stage spectacle, 
which always attracts at this time 
of the year, will gross $120,000 on the 
week, second for show, immense. 

The year-end holiday on Broad- 
way comes up with an interesting 
situation in that the two Dorsey 
brothers, Jimmy and Tommy, are 
playing against each other. Former 
is at the Roxy with ‘Gang’s All Here’ 
plus Bill Robinson in person, while 
Tommy occupies the Par stage in 
support of ‘Riding High.’ Both Dor- 
seys are credited with much of the 
draw being enjoyed by both houses. 

While the Roxy grossed only $27,- 
000 on the first three days prior to 
Christmas, house has been in high 
gear since then and on the first 
seven days through last night (Tues- 
day) climbed to a terrific $113,000. 
However, the Roxy, in order to 
round out the week at the end of this 
year, is scheduling it from Saturday 
(25) through New Year's Eve Friday 
night (31), when a top of $2.20 will 
be charged. For that week, as it is 
being recorded on the Roxy books, 
the gross will hit a sensational $140,- 
000 or over, second highest figure 
ever recorded by the theatre. 

Despite pre-Xmas, the Par which 
starts its weeks on Wednesdays, teed 
off powerfully last Wednesday (22) 
and with the biz hefty since Xmas, 
first week rolled to a gigantic $80,- 
000 on the seven days ended last 
night (Tuesday). The Par also will 
charge $2.20 New Year’s Eve. 

Capitol, with ‘Guy Named Joe’ on 
the screen and Kathryn Grayson, 
Richard Himber orch, Lou Holtz and 
others in person, looks to come close 
to a sock $70,000 on the first week, 
and, like the Hall, Roxy and Par, 
holds over New Year's. Second-run 
State, playing ‘Thousands Cheer,’ 
Georgie Auld orch, Phit Brito and 
Johnny Burke, should hit $35,000 or 
close, good. 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (Loew’s) (1,140; 55-$1.10)— 
‘Cry Havoc’ (M-G) (6th wk). Perked 
a bit over Christmas to top $16,000 
for fifth stanza ended Monday night 
(27), satisfactory; prior (5th) week 
was $14,000. ‘Life Boat’ (20th) is 
scheduled to open here Jan. 6, 

Capitol (Loew's) (4,820; 35-$1.10)— 
‘Guy Named Joe’ (M-G) and, on 
stage, Kathryn Grayson, Richard 
Himber orch, Lou Holtz, others. Hit 
a snappy stride with arrival of Xmas 
and on week should come close to 
holding, over New 


here this morning (Wednesday) after 
two weeks with ‘Crazy House’ (U), 
second being slow at less than $12,- 
000, the first $22,000, good. 

Globe (Brandt) (1,416: 35-85)-- 
‘Tarzan’s Desert Mystery’ (RKO), 
Brought in Christmas Day and doing 
very big at indicated $28,000 and 
holds. Last week, Pistol Packin’ 
Mama’ (Rep), $8,300, mild. ‘ 

Hollywood (WB) (1,499; 44-$1.25) 
—Desert Song’ (WB) (2d wk). 
Boosted on first holdover session by 
Christmas trade, looking $31,000 or 
thereabouts, good. First week was 
$24,000, fairly nice for pre-Xmas. 


Palace (RKO) (1,700; 75-$1.65)— 
‘North Star’ (Goldwyn-RKO) (8th 
wk). Holding up suitably, this week 
(8th) probably going to $20,000 or 
over. Last week (7th), less than 
$17,000. Run here ends Jan. 5th with 
‘Government Girl’ (RKO) opening a 
pop-priced engagement the follow- 
ing day. 

Paramount (Par) (3,664; 35-$1.10) 
—Riding High’ (Par) and Tommy 
Dorsey (2d wk). Very big at $80,000 
on first week concluded last night 
(Tuesday). ‘Though the theatre has 
not advertised Gene Krupa, who re- 
turned to drums with Dorsey on 
opening of this engagement, Krupa 
has gotten the house publicity breaks. 
Last week, third for ‘No Time for 
Love’ (Par), and sixth for Woody 
Herman orch and Marion Hutton, 
$42,000, good. 

Radio City Music Hall (Rockefel- 
lers) (5,945; 44-$1.65) — ‘Madame 
Curie’ (M-G) and Xmas stage spec- 
tacle, ‘Good Cheer’ (2d wk). Ter- 
rific from the opening and on the 
first holdover frame will hit $120,- 
000, immense. For New Year’s week 
theatre will add a suppiementary 


stageshow. Last week, strong 
$109,000. 

Rialto (Mayer) (594; 28-65)— 
‘Ghost Ship’ (RKO). Doing very 


well, with $12,000 or near sighted, 
and holds. Last week, second for 
‘Mad Ghoul’ (U), $6,300, slender. 

Rivoli (UA-Par) (2,092; 75-$1.65)— 
‘Bell Tolls’ (Par) (11th wk). Now 
in the 11th week of continuous run 
here, and still very steady at the 
b.o., currently being on the way to 
$25,000 or over, bettering last week’s 
$24,000. Remains on indefinitely. 

Roxy (20th) (5,886; 55-$1.10)— 
‘Gang’s All Here’ (20th) and Jimmy 
Dorsey, plus Bill Robinson, on stage. 
New show moved in last Wednesday 
(22) and is doing. sensationally. 
Though only $27,000 the first three 
days, very socko since Xmas, with 
first seven days through last night 
(Tuesday) $113,000. However, in 
order to round out year evenly, 
house is recording week from Sat- 
urday (25) through New Year’s Eve 
and on these seven days is calculated 
to hit $140,000, second highest ever 
scored here. Second week for 
‘Happy Land’ (20th), Frank Fay, 
Irina Baronova, others, only $43,000, 
weak. 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 35-$1.10)— 
‘Thousands Cheer’ (M-G) (2d run) 
and, in person, Georgie Auld orch, 
Phil Brito and Johnny Burke. Re- 
cent extended run ef picture at Astor 
across the street apparently hurt, 


Year's. Last week, third for ‘Girl 
Crazy’ (M-G), Raymond Scott orch, 
Bea Wain, Jackie Miles and Al Dex- 
ter, near to $40,000, okay. 
Criterion. (Loew’s) (1,700; 
$1.10)—‘Butler’s Sister’ (U) 


35- 
opens 


Balto Bopped By Bliz But Flesh’ 


Baltimore, Dec. 28. 


Bottom fell right out of business | 


Here “this Week witir traific-stopping 
sleet Sunday (26), an 
diller to the innocuous Xmas doings 
felt all over the downtown sector. 


In good product lineup, best action | 


ein g registered by ‘Flesh and 
Fantasy.’ at Keith’s, and "The Gang’s 
All Here,’ 
lower than expected. 
The Maryland, utilized heretofor 


is heing 


Last week, ‘Rosie O'Grady’) as an indie-booked legit stand, went 
| into pix this week using ‘Women in 


Will 


ern Pursuit’ (WB) with vaude (2d/ grind available first-run product.® 


Estimates for This Week 


$19,500 after first seven 

af | Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 17- 
Keith’s (RKO) (1,800: 30-55)—)| 55)—‘Cross Lorraine’ (M-G). Un- 

‘Government Girl’ (RKO). Headed | exciting $13,000. Last week. ‘Man 


for boffo $18,000 despite crix. Last | Down Under’ (M-G), way down un- 


week, ‘Iron Major’ (RKO), so-so $8,-| der at $9.000. 


000 


‘Hostages’ (Par). 

week, ‘In Old Oklahoma,’ 

tory $5,800. 
Palace (Loew) (2,278: 

‘Lassie Come Home’ (M-G) (2d wk). 

Looks like very good $21,000 after 

opening seven days of $20,000. 


satisfac- | 


Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,460; 


Metropolitan (WB) (1,800; 30-55)— | 17-66)—‘What a Woman’ (Cal) plus 
Nice $6,500. Last vaude. 


Feeling holiday slump and 


weather, for disappointing $15,500. 


| Last week. ‘Crime Doctor’s Strangest 
30-66)— | Case’ 


(Col) leaning entirely on 
Benny Goodman orch and offsetting 


pre-holiday blues with okay $17.200. 


Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,650; 17- 


added killer | 


at the New; but still much |} 


| 55)—‘Fiesh Fantasy’ (U). Nicely re- 
ceived by press for satisfactory $14.- 
060: bast -week, ‘Crazy Howse’ 
wound up 11 days at $10,300. 

| Maryland (Hicks) (1,290: 25-50)— 
| ‘Women in Bondage’ (Mono). 
Strongly sold to open this previous 
| legit stand for fairish $4,500. Last 
week, closed as legit house 

Mayfair (Hicks) (980: 25-50)—‘Son 
Dracula’ (U). Holding average 
$4,000. Last week, ‘Dancing Mas- 
ters’ (20th), $3,800. 

New (Mechanic) (1,680; 
‘Gang’s All Here’ (20th). Nicely 
spotted for good trade in spite of 
general debility around town at all- 
right $12,000, and strong for limited 
seating here. Last week, third round 
of ‘Happy Land’ (20th). mild $4,700 
after two rather good weeks previ- 


ously. 
Stanley (WB) (3,280: 20-60)— 
‘Northern Pursuit’ (WB) (2d wk) 


modest $11,000 after steady initial 
sesh of $16,200. 

Valencia (Loew’s-UA) (1,480: 17- 
65'—‘Spider Woman’ (U). Mild 
$23.500. Last week, moveover of 
bg London’ (UA) equally mild at 
3,700. 


17-55)— | 


or close. Last week ‘Swingtime 
Johnny’ (U) (ist run) and James 
Barton, Amy Arnell, Nick Kenny, 
others, only $16,000, poor. 

Strand (WB) (2,756; 35-$1.10)— 


‘Northern Pursuit’ (WB), Glen Gray 
orch and Willie Howard (5th-final 
wk). Pepped up by Christmas biz, 
finale should hit $37,000, good, while 
last week (4th) was on the moderate 
side at $28,500. ‘Destination Tokyo’ 
(WB) and Charlie Barnet orch open 
Friday (31). 

Victoria (Maurer) (720: 55-$1.10)}-— 
‘North Star’ (Goldwyn-RKO) (8ih 


wk). Near to $20,000, very goou in 
view this week (8th), first under 
continuous-run policy inaugurated 
last Friday. (24) Last week (7th) 


on the twice-daily basis at $2.20 top 
was hurt by Xmas-shopping period, 
only $8,000, mild. 


Kohlmar’s ‘Stork’ 


Hollywood, Dec. 28. 

Fred Kohlmar draws the produc- 
tion job on ‘Stork Club,’ one of Para- 
mount’s lofty-budget filmusicals for 
1944, with Betty Hutton assigned to 
femme star spot. 

Before he tackles ‘Stork’ Kohlmar 
will finish ‘And Now Tomorrow’ and 
‘Bring on the Girls.t 


FRITZ LANG’S 2D CHORE 


Hollywood, Dec. 28. 
Life of John Brown, whose soul 
goes marching on in the Civil War 
song, will be filmed by International 


Pictures with Fritz Lang as director. . 


‘Job is second on Lang’s directorial 
list, slated to follow ‘Once Off 
Guard.’ 


Bway on Upbeat; ‘Riding’-T. Dorsey 
$80,000, ‘Gang’s’-J. Dorsey-Robinson 
1136, ‘Guy Joe’-Vaude 706, All Sock 
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VARIETY Wednesday, December 29, 1943 
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Wednesday, December 29, 1943 is 


THE LODGER 
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HOUSE REVIEWS 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, December 29, 1943 


Paramount. N. Y. | 
Tommy Dorsey Orch (30) with) 
Gene Krupa, Betty Brewer, Teddy |} 
Walters, The Sentimentalists (4), 
Paul Regan, Edwards Sisters (2);) 
‘Ridin’ High’ (Par) Reviewed in|} 
‘Variety,’ Nov. 10, °43. 

Holiday bill at the Par is grooved | 
for juves with the enlarged Tommy | 
Dorsey band plus Gene Krupa’s| 
drum dynamics and a well-balanced 
troupe combining lively  terping, | 
nostalgic vocalizing and plenty of| 
solid laughs from Paul Regan’s| 
smartly timed ‘impressions’ routine. | 
When caught audience, mostly | 
"teen-agers, waS as much part of | 
show as_ stage personnel with 
screams, ohs, shouts for 
‘Frankie’ — (you know’ which} 


Frankie)—and a flock of shouted |.ple stunts. 


suggestions to Dorsey for program | 
wants which interrupted often and 
occasionally drowned out his intros. 

Leader takes all this nonsense in 
good-natured stride, however, pac- 
ing the 50-minute show to perfec- | 
tion. As always his horn contribu- | 
tions are socko. Recent addition of | 
Krupa to the band gives outfit a 
spark missing since Dave Tough 
and Buddy Rich exited for G. I. as- 
signments. Krupa got a rousing re- 
ception and knotted things up com- 


pletely in his solo shot ‘Not So 
Quiet, Please.’ 
Sinatra’s successor, Teddy Wal- 


ters, comes on next to closing amid 
mingled cheers and boos, the latter 
from died-in-wool frankiefans, no 
doubt, who resent anyone stepping 
into his shoes, and baritoned okay 
with a medley of tunes popularized 
by the former T. D. vocalist. Set in- 
cluded ‘My Heart Tells Me,’ ‘Beau- 
tiful Morning,’ ‘People Will Say,’ 
‘Never Smile Again’ and ‘Stardust’ 
with the four-femme Sentimentalists 
outfit, also on for closing ‘There Are 
Such Things.’ 

Regan, on earlier, does a nifty six- 
minute turn embracing 14 celebs in- 
cluding uncanny impreshes of Fred 
Allen, FDR, Joe E. Brown, H. V. Kal- 
tenborn and Ned Sparks. He refused 
gracefully, despite screams from the 
juves, to impersonate Sinatra, ex- 

laining that he didn’t do crooners. 

dwards Sisters for a dancing turn 
and Betty Brewer in two songs com- 
plete the specialty chores. 

Dorsey band, boasting five fiddles, 
a cello, five reeds, four trumpets 
and as many trombones (including 
TD) and the usual guitar, bass, piano 
and drum rhythm section, had things 
all its own way from the opening 
strains of the ‘Sentimental’ theme. 
‘Hallelujah’ opener is followed by 
*Song of India,’ featuring leader’s 
ock trombone. ‘Boogie Woogie,’ 

ell, Git It,’ ‘Sleepy Lagoon’ and 
*We Know and You'll Find Out’ 
round it out. ‘Star-Spangled Banner’ 
against huge flag backdrop and wav- 
ing flags flanking stage provide pa- 
triotic closer and band reprise to 
theme as elevator stage descends. 
Effect is somewhat marred as leader 
and several instrumentalists drift 
offstage before closing ‘production’ 
bit blacked out. 

Dorseyites look well, filling the 
stage completely but without crowd- 
ed subway effect. When caught 
leader sported well-tailored grey 
ensemble with the hired hands in 
neat brown sack suits. Four gal har- 
monizers pretty things up with full- 
skirted growns of orchid and hair 
bows to match. Donn. 


Hipp. Balto 
Baltimore, Dec. 26. 
Yost. Singers (6), Dodson’s Mon- 
keys, Ted & Flo Valet, Paul Lavarre 
& Bro., Leon Navarra, Felice Iula 
(12); ‘What a 
Woman’ (RKO). 


well enough has Leon Navarra hold- 
ing down the emcee slot as well as 
his own stint of ivory tickling to} 
ete returns in bill’s closing niche. | 

ollowing fast getaway by Ted & 
Flo Valet, mixed duo of baton 
twirlers, Dodson’s Monkey’s supply 
&@ novel and appealing interlude with 
quintette of simians nicely paced by 


the house. The show still includes | 
many of the time-tried effects which } 


| baffle the stubholders, and several | 


new puzzlers have been added. 
Show opens with ‘The Enchanted | 
Garden,’ with the magi producing | 
large bouquets of flowers from a} 
shawl, climaxing his magie touch 
with a fountain which plays high in 
the air. 
As show progresses, the white- 
headed magician presents several of 
the more familiar cabinet tricks In 
which girls appear and disappear of 
will, A new effect is the transfer 
of a good looker from inside a row 
of automobile tires on a rack to a 
stock of them across the stage. 
Although impressed with the 
larger production tricks, the stub-| 
holders are more amazed by the sim- | 
One of them, the float- 
ing electric light bulb, is worked out 
in the house as the magician walks 
along the aisles. Another astounding 
bit is the handkerchief ghost, which 
had the juves talking to themselves. 
Blackstone alternates his big pro- 
ductions with simple card tricks and 
with such familiar but always amaz- 
ing stunts as the vanishing bird cage, 
which he performs first on the apron 
in a white spot and later with a 
dozen boys and girls from the audi- 
ence. 
All of the girls in the show are 
lookers, and each has a change of 
costume for each entrance. Stub- 
holders at show caught ate it up, | 
particularly the kids. 
House jammed opening day and 
night. Earl. 


State, N. ¥ 
George Auld Orci.cstra (15) with 
Ann Salloway; Lucienne & Askour, | 
Phil Brito, Johnnu Burke; ‘As 
Thousands Cheer’ (M-G). 


State stage show for the holiday 
week is a pleasant layout devoid of 
name value, but coupled with the 
film ‘As Thousands Cheer,’ which 
had a long run across the way at the 
Astor, two-a-day, should turn up 
neat enough business. 


Georgie Auld’s orchestra, a new 
combination playing its first Broad- 
way theatre date, occupjes most of 
the show’s running time. Auld, a 
good-looking young tenor sax player 
recently discharged by the Army, has 
the makings of a really fine band. 
Its impact would have been better 
still had the leader not been forced 
to drop one trumpet and substitute 
for another as a means to fielding a 
completely 802 outfit. Despite, cir- 
cumstances the band does a good job. 


With only three acts to accompany, 
Auld’s group gets plenty chances on 
its own. Virtually all of them are 
jump arrangements, which Auld 
favors, but because of his singer, Ann 
Salloway, and the pops done by Phil 
Brito, the musical pace is evenly 
spaced. However, the jump material 
the band played here was not as good 
as it has offered when caught else- 
where. Auld’s drummer has a habit 
of getting on top of the beat, result- 
ing in a stiffness that isn’t attractive. 
That and a solo of ‘Body and Soul,’ 
by the leader himself, are the only 
real criticisms that can be levelled 
at the band. 


Auld featured ‘Body and Soul’ with 
the outfit he led before going into 
service and he revives it for this 
band. It’s a great melody, but not as 
Auld plays it; the leader should re- 
member that while musicians would 
get a kick out of his interpretation 
he’s not playing to the mob when at 
the Staie or any other theatre: 
tenor sax is not a commercial instru- 
ment at rest: the cnly leaders who 
fiay it hut who have made any 
money are fixtures on the Negro cir- 
cuit. Every time this reviewer hears 
a sax leader go overboard with a solo 
for the few instead of the masses a 
picture of Johnny Hodges comes to 
mind. Playing the Flatbush theatre, 
Brooklyn, with Ellington, 
Hodges sweet-soloed two then cur- 
rent pops on alto and was forced to 


+ ar 


man and woman for laughs. 
The Ben Yost Singers, male sex- | 
tet. give out with the usual stuff, lay- | 
ing it on extra heavy with service | 
gongs. Nice appearing lads are weil | 
equipped vocally and have what it | 
takes for a real bell ringer nicely | 
spotted in this layout. Set things | 
for Paul Lavare & Bro., standard | 
hand to hand duo who work in sailor 
garb and climax strongly with well | 
timed back lift over a chair back. | 
Navarra in the closing spot is| 
solid with his interiude at the piano | 
which he handles with maximum 
showmanship. Whistling bit which | 
enlists audience participation is 
otent and a medley of old fimers 
egitimately whacked out on the 
keyboard, is a clincher for a strong 
spot which draws a series of bends 
and supplies a swell clincher for the 
entire works. 
Biz pretty good. 


Burm. 


Tower, K. C. 
Kansas City, Dec. 24. 
Blackstone; ‘Buckskin Frontier’ 


(UA). 


Blackstone comes back this week 
to mystify Tower patrons with 50 
minutés of top-notch ‘now you see 
it, now you don’t’ entertainment. 
With schools dismissed’ for Christmas | 
vacationing, the juves are crowding 


| it seem. 


do an encore. 

Ann Salloway vocals with Auld. 
Deep-voiced and inexperienced, she 
nevertheless makes a good impres- 
sion with ‘I Heard You Cried’ (too 
old) and the jumpy ‘Jeremiah,’ a 
neat arrangement. Auld plays so- 
prano sax with ballad material and 
the effect is good. 

Lucienne and Ashour, standard 


Rexy, N. 


Jimmy Dorsey Orch (18) with 


Kitty Kallen, Paul Carley; Bill Rob- | 


inson, Beatrice Secler, Bill Archi- 
bald, Ray English; ‘Gang’s All Here’ 
(20th), reviewed in ‘Variety’ Dec. 
1, 

Roxy packs a lot of fast entertain- 
ment into its 50-minute holiday stage 


show. Coupled to the film, ‘Gang’s 
All Here,’ which received fair 
notices from daily reviewers, the 


bill should do well at the b.o, despite 
a sharp biz dropoff due to flu epi- 
demic and Xmas. 

This is Jimmy Dorsey's second 
appearance at the Roxy and the way 
he’s presented in the vast auditorium 
is a decided improvement. So is his 
choice of material. Situated on a 
large, highbacked bandcar, which 
acts as a sounding board, it isnt 
necessary to amplify the band and 
the stand also accomplishes an illu- 
sion of intimacy. Color scheme of 
the band-setting is also tasteful, a 
combination of red and white out of 
which the musicians’ blue uniforms 
stand out sharply. 

Dorsey’s band musically is fine. 
Composed of five trumpets, four 
trombones, five sax and four rhythm, 
the most noticeable improvement is 
its rhythm. With Jimmy Middleton 
on bass and Dave Mann, also an ar- 
ranger, on piano, this section pro- 
duces a beat far more rounded and 
danceable than anything Dorsey ever 
achieved before. Coupled to the bril- 
liant action of the brass and saxes, 
and exceptionally strong arrange- 
ments written by Sonny Burke and 
Mann, the overall result is a standout 
orchestra. In these war-times, with 
all band performance standards 


' lower than normal, that’s something. 


Dorsey now has been separated 
from both of his old singers, Helen 
O'Connell and Bob Eberly. Replac- 
ing them are Kitty Kallen and Paul 
Carley, latter very recent while Miss 
Kallen has been in more than a year. 
A cute bundle, she is not singing as 
well as she can due to illness which 
kept her in a Chicago hospital re- 
cently and on top of that ‘They’re 
Either Too Young’ is faded. Her 
second effort, ‘Embraceable You,’ 
was okay. Carley, still ill at ease, is 
surprisingly close to Eberly in style 
and also makes a fine appearance. He 
went over strong with ‘My Heart 
Tells Me’ and ‘How Sweet You Are.’ 

Dorsey’s band numbers, with the 
exception of the opening ‘One 
O'Clock Jump,’ which is an overlong 
and overwritten arrangement, find 
solid acceptance. Standout is a writ- 
ing of ‘Holiday for Strings,’ melody 
that’s now getting the attention it 
long deserved. Another is a ditty 
called ‘Farewell to Eb,’ which the 
band does behind Beatrice Secler 
and Bill Archibald. This bit is a 
band number with the act interpret- 
ing a sort of satire on jitterbugging. 
They’re a clever pair. 

Preceding Dorsey's opening num- 
ber Gautier’s Steeplechase sets a 
warm mood. Turn hasn't differed 
from what it has been for years and 
is as effective as ever. Tricks of the 
well-trained ponies and dogs form a 
pleasing get-away. 

Ray English, on midway, also hits 
the applause jackpot. Here’s a guy 
who has made a science of prattfalls. 
Ones he performs produce shudders 
of expectation of shattered bones. He 
wisely intersperses them with gags 
and clever taps. His finale is a terp 
impression, in boogie-woggie tempo, 
of a femme doffing a girdle. He says 
that’s how boogie-woogie was born. 

Bill Robinson’s the payoff. Many 
tapsters have come and gone since 
Robinson began headlining and few, 
if any, have achieved the polish and 
Buiiiniate “Ease he 
knocks wood. His seemingly effort- 


less style makes the entire routing | 
appear simple, yet many excellent 


dancers who imitate him never cap- 
ture the same effect. His act has not 
changed appreciably in the last 
couple years, even to the gags and 
the finale ‘how I'll be tripping 40 
years from now,’ but it never loses 
its impact. 
Biz strong. Wood. 


Adams. Newark 
Newark, Dec. 25. 
Woody..Herman Orehk--G5) fea- 
turing Cliff Leemans & Frances 
Wayne; Marion Daniels, Paul 
Winchell; ‘Mr. Muggs Steps Out’ 
(Rep). 


Apache Dance act, follow Miss Sallo- | 
way. Their’s is a turn that takes an} 
audience breath away, so rough does | 
Both the femme and male 
half take falls that almost jar the 
stage and they wind up with plenty 
on the right side of the ledger. 

Phil Brito, on his own now for 
some time, is on midway with a 
group of pops. He does a nice job 
on ‘My Heart Tells Me,’ ‘Paper Doll,’ 
‘Corrento,’ a tune he’s been doing 
since his vocal version with Al Dona- 
hue’s band clicked and which is his 
best effort. His introduction to 
‘White Xmas’ leads the audience to 
expect a newer melody, but his in- 
terpretation removes all resentment. 
It’s very well done. 

Johnny Burke, soldier comedian 
whose act is also long standard, 
finishes off. It’s a-rather weak finale 
since Burke’s material. is not too 
good, but a goodly portion found the 
mark with this audience and with 
that no one can argue. 

Biz okay. Wood. 


Gay holiday bill brings back 
Woody Herman, a Xmas _ feature 
here, with two good downfront acts 
to round out a pieasing tormat. 


Herman presides over a solid ag- | 
gregation with lowdown proclivities, | 


combo deriving much of its class and 
smoothness from the swell fronting 
stint of the maesro himself. Whether 
warbling a gutty ditty or polishing a 
swing obbligato on the licorice stick, 
Herman is Mr. Showmanship itself, 
a factor that’s spelling big business 
for him here. On current stand, orch 
is getting a tremendous turnover, 
hitting a grand slam mopup on Sat. 
(25) when house record was cracked. 
and again Sunday when past b.o. 
performances also went by Herman. 

Band is heard in seven numbers, 
Herman getting'‘in his hot licks in all 
of them. Best of the group is a brace 
of oldies, incorporating ‘Frenesie,’ 
‘Blues in the Night,>and ‘Amen.’--Of 
the new’ stuff, orch pushes ‘Who Dat 
Up There?’ 

Frances Wayne sells three songs in 


okay style, but chanteuse would go 
over better by paying more attention 
to musical detail. Intonation is good 
but phrasing could be improved. 

Cliff Leemans gets a good workout 
on the skins, working off plenty of 
drive and furnishing a nice kick. 
Chubby Jackson, bass thumper, late 
of the Charley Barnet combo, was 
| missing from the rostrum at show 
| caught. Bull fiddler’s a valuable 
adjunct to the band and peps up a 
show considerably with his .comedy 
pitch. 

Marion Daniels, acro-terper, catches 
fancy of the crowd with her twirls 
and stands, hand-walking off to 
salvos. 

Recently of pix, femme is easy on 
th: orbs and a nifty eccentric acro. 
She adds up to a strong nitery bet. 

Paul Winchell’s ventro spiel paid 
off well. Dialog is bright and 
snaffles laugh dividends, especially 
when Winchell has the dummy toss- 
ing off asides to the band and kids 
in the front rows. Encore bit, how- 
ever, is thin and should be buttressed 
with stronger climax. 

Full house at second show Christ- 
mas Day Jona, 


Oriental, Chi 
Chicago, Dec. 24. 
The Merry Macs (4), Carter & 
Moreland, Sammy White, The An- 
taleks (5), Six Grays; ‘So's Your 
Uncle’ (U). 


Current layout is well balanced 
and top-notch holiday fare. Merry 
Macs headline with two changes of 
personnel in lineup. Marjorie Gar- 
land has replaced Mary Lou Cook, 
married and retired from show biz, 
and Lynn Allen has succeeded Joe 
McMichael, now in the Air Corps. 
Sammy White emcees and keeps the 
show moving at a good pace. 

Six Grays give show fast start 
with a variety of tap routines par- 
ticipated in by ensembles of three, 
four and six of the girls and a couple 
of singles. Open in ensemble, then 
four of the girls, attired in appro- 
priate costumes, do taps to Scotch 
airs; Mazie Gray warbles ‘Loch Lo- 
mond’; a trio returns in cowsirl 
costumes by ‘Rancho Grande’ and 
are joined by the others for a yippee 
precision finale. Big hand. 

Sammy White tees off with an 
operatic satire; contribs some excel- 
lent eccentrie steps and has ‘em 
laughing long and loud with his im- 
pression of a Russian ballet dancer 


disrobing and taking a bath, and his 
pantomimic Harlem poker game. 
Over big. 


The Antaleks, two men and three 
women, are tops in their line of ex- 
pert balancing. Various types of ap- 
paratus balanced both on the shoul- 
ders and the feet of the men with 
the women atop in gymnastic forma- 
tions all done with smoothness and 
apparent ease win plenty of ap- 
plause. 

Ben Carter and Mantan Moreland, 
colored comics, are amusing and 
sometimes quite funny. Open with 
crossfire chatter; the unfinished sen- 
tence kind as originated by More- 
land and Flournoy Miller in the 
original ‘Shuffle Along’ days. A ses- 
sion of this, then into Carter’s vocali- 
zation of ‘Sweet Susie Brown’ to his 
Own piano accompaniment; a few ec- 
centric steps by Moreland and a bit 
with a bottle for the finish. Act is 
slow in spots and Carter is inclined 
to direct his remarks to the audi- 
ence when they should be aimed at 
Moreland. Okay at show caught. 

Merry Macs harmonize ‘Hip Hip 
Hooray,’ ‘Wait for Me Mary,’ ‘Mr. 
Beebe,’ and ‘Pass the Biscuits, Mi- 

Morg. 


Yandy,” for 


Gayety, Montreal 
Montreal, Dec. 23. 

Al Cowan’s Tramp Band (6), Earl 
& Fortune, Boyd Heathen, Lew 
Brown & Co., Bedini & Madden, 
Asta Sven, Terry Twins, Al Gilbert's 
Gayety Girls (17), Len Howard 
Orch (8), 


The Al Cowan Tramp Band has 
everything needed to have the cus- 
tomers sitting on the edges of their 
seats, sending solidly and hitting the 
hottest of hot licks in a jam ‘session 
that has not often been equalled in 
this town. 
spot of acro terping closed the stanza 
and then the Tramps had tough 
time begging off. A solid hit. 

Earl and Fortune, mixed comedy 


dancing team, also ring the bell. 
| Personable pair terp routines with 
| effo arann atayt 
Ing it up with comic miscues and 
near falls, ending with a burst of 


| half twists and difficult slow motion 
bends and whirls. Another beg-off. 

Asta Scen varies her stripteuse 
routine with dance dressed half as 
a soldier and half as evening gown 
gal which goes over well and garners 
applause. Of the two emcees, Boyd 
Heathen has a pleasant southern 
voice and sang acceptably and Lew 
Brown and Co. was a breeze, with the 
mob in his corner all evening. ‘Co’ 
is a lush blonde looker who tosses in 
plenty s.a. 

The Terry Twins, teen-age brunets, 
tap out a nifty routine. Bedini and 
Madden contrib plate and bottle 
juggling with Bedini’s clever patter 
helping lots. The Gayety Girls are 
~a-virtually new line and win more 
than usual applause. Len Howard 
handles his chore expertly. 


Biz strong this viewing. Lane. 


photographed 


| Rome, 
showing a pontoon bridge partially _ 


Capitol, N. Y. 
Richard Himber Orch (17), Lou 
Holtz, Kathryn Grayson, Nancy 
Walker, June Allyson, Rags Ragland; 
‘A Guy Named Joe’ (M-G), reviewed 
in this issue of ‘Variety.’ 


The Xmas holiday stage show at 
Metro’s Broadway showcase marks 
an innovation in booking, one that 
might possibly portend a new trend 
for presentation and vaude houses. 
Whipped together on the Metro lot 
and sent east for the single Capitol 
engagement, it’s a layout that in- 
cludes an impressive list of such 
younger M-G luminaries as Kathryn 
Grayson, Nancy Walker and June 
Allyson, together with Rags Ragland, 
Lou Holtz, who emcees the show, 
and Richard Himber’s. orchestra. 
Coupled with the marquee strength 
provided by Spencer Tracy and 
Irene Dunne, who co-star in Metro’s 
‘A Guy Named Joe,’ there’s little 
question but that it will add up to 
impressive grosses. 

The fact remains, however, that 
the Xmas package show, while spo- 
radically entertaining, isn’t quite the 
click it should have been. At least 
not when caught at the last show 
opening night (23). Taken individu- 
ally, there’s no denying the merits of 
the individual performers, but as an 
entity, it remained for Holtz, giving 
one of his top stage performances, to 
keep the show moving along and 
giving it a necessary hypo during the 
occasional sagging lapses. The out- 
standing moments are contributed 
by the dialect comedian, Miss Gray- 
son (good to look at and to hear), 
the finale number by the trio of 
femmes reviving the ‘Three B's’ 
number from ‘Best Foot Forward’ 
and the at all times pleasant back- 
ground music furnished by the Him- 
ber band. 

Holtz is onstage virtually through- 
out, registering solidly with his oft- 
told stories, his swish stuff and put- 
ting the others through their paces. 
He’s one guy that can get by, year 
in and year out, using the same ma- 
terial, for the Holtz delivery is in- 
variably surefire. But it’s the self 
same lack of sock material that re- 
tards the others. Ragland is on for 
a brief bit with Holtz in which they 
enact the now tired gay of tearing 
apart of telegram until only the 
signature remains to be sent. It was 
a bit that was virtually devoid of 
any laughs and certainly a departure 
from the usually click Ragland rou- 
tine. 

Miss Allyson, Miss Walker and 
Miss Grayson are reviewed more 
extensively under New Acts. 

Himber and his crew are spotted 
twice, with the ‘Hallelujah’ opener 
and ‘Jersey Bounce’ at the midway 
mark, both effectively arranged. 

House was capacity Thursday night 
(23). Rose. 


Embassy, N. Y. 
(NEWSREELS) 


It takes some remarkably graphic 
pictures of the Fifth Army in Italy, 
a rather sketchy resume of that Nazi 
bomber attack on 17 Allied ships at 
Bari, Italy, and March of Time’s ‘Eu- 
rope’s Crossroads’ short to make this 
current newsreel show passably ex- 
citing, Teo much of it is routine, 
methodical coverage. Most glaring 
instance of this is footage credited to 
Paramount, tagged ‘Global Diary,’ 
showing President Roosevelt at 
Cairo, conferring with Turkey’s top 
officials, in Malta and finally review- 
ing troops and pinning medals on 
American heroes in the Mediterra- 
nean area. Possibly censors sheared 
it of much more newsy matter, but 
judging from foggy prints, badly 
and arranged shots, 
this clip looks like it was an official 
toinp.iatisn. jt’s most glaring be- 
cause of intense interest now in the 
U. S. over details of the presidential 
tour overseas, and this is hardly in- 
formative or good newsreel. 

Par is credited with two stories 
from the Italian front, both vivid and 
among the finest realism to come 
from any battle area. Not only is 
one given an actual closeup of the 
mud, rain, floods and other obstacles 
confronting U. S. troops driving for 
but there are grim views 


breaking up in a flooded stream anc 


| fighters having reali trouble standin 
Fans were dazed until a| 


against a driving rain without han- 
dling. .their guns. Same reel ha 
clips on Yanks blasting Japs at Bou- 
gainville, but much of this reelage is 
humdrum in comparison. 

Story on the Nazi air attack on 
Bari and moored shins is credited to 
the U. S. Army Signal Corps. Looks 
like the military censors toned this 
down, bulk of clip showing burning 
ships with smoke predominating. 
Universal does about all that’s pos- 
sible on the tragic train wreck in 
North Carolina, but brief. Same 
newsreel contributes a powerful 
Christmas greetings story with se- 
quences showing N. Y. choir sing- 
ing. 

20th-Fox chips in with the two 
most humorous nifties of lineup. One 
shows Lew Lehr back in his old in- 
imitable form, appearing in person to 
recite his ‘story of the week.’ It’s 
about the farmer and the traveling 
salesman with a gag line that pays 
off in laugh dividends. The other 
from 20th’s Movietone shows a cat 
nursing puppies down in: Australia. 
This reel also handles Governor 


(Continued on page 36) 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
H | 
= | 
| | 
| | | \ 
| 
| | | | 
| | 
i 
| | 
| | 
| 
| 
| | | 
i | | | | 
| | | 
ef | | | | 
| | | | | | 
ae | | | | | 
if | | | 
| | 
it | | | 
. 
| | 
i | | | 
| 
| 
| 
= | | | 
| 
| 
| 
vie 
| 
| | | 
| | | 
| 
| 
| 


oo 


Wednesday, December 29, 


1948 


Rodgers Cites Industry's Better 
Co-op on Distributing Gov't Pix 


William F. Rodgers, retiring chair- 
man of the distribution division of 
the War Activities Committee, who 
was succeeded to this post yesterday 
(Tues.) by Ned E. Depinet, in his 
report to the WAC stated that the 
outstanding WAC achievement dur- 
ing the past year has been the im- 
provement in the distribution of 


Government fiims. 

He pointed to the increase in the 
circulation of war films from 12,500 
to 15,900, out of a total of 16,400 
pledged theatres, and noted the 
better undersianding by everyone in 
the distribution field of their re- 
sponsibilities in this matter. 


Rodgers’ recommendations for 
future distribution activities were: 
(1). A complete change in exchange 
area chairmen; many have been on 
the job for over a year and Rodgers 
felt that it would only be fair for 
others to take up the work. (2). 
Continuation of the schedule con- 
sisting of one film bulletin and one 
full-length short so that theatres 
would be prepared to schedule them 
properly. (3). A meeting of dis- 
tribution chairmen should be called 
either dividing the country into 
three meeting zones or one central 
point such as Chicago. Here the im- 
portance of accurate records must 
be stressed, since one of the most 
difficult problems is getting the 
proper response to requests for in- 
formation. (4). Closer contact be- 
tween distribution and exhibition 
committee chairmen. (5). Reaf- 
firmation of cooperation from some 
circuits is needed. In some cases 
circuit representation is considered 


sufficient as against bookings for 
every theatre in those circuits. 
Distribution heads of all major 


companies were present at the WAC 
meeting at the Hotel Astor, N. Y., 
yesterday. Tribute was paid to both 
Rodgers and Henderson M. Richey, 
his assistant. Depinet, in accepting 
the post as chairman of the WAC 
distribution committee declared that 
the first thing on his agenda would 
be the Fourth War Loan campaign. 
‘It's a staggering job,’ he said, ‘and 
the distribution end of the industry 
is in a position to do much to make 
the goal of a ‘Bond for Every Seat’ 
possible.’ 

Rodgers, who is retiring as chair- 
man of the distribution committee 
due to pressure of business, said that 
his retirement ‘Does not mean that 
I'm retiring from the WAC. The 
WAC is still the industry’s No. 1 
job and No. 1 responsibility.’ 


White-Collarites’ Union 
Status to Get Airing 


Hollywood, Dec. 28. 
Question of union affiliation of 2,- 


EVE MERRIAM’S 


‘Confession of An Anti-Nazi 
Moviegoer’ 


A Highlight in the 
38th Anniversary Issue of 


VARIETY 


OUT NEXT WEEK 


F-WC Shutters 2 
In le Tax Protest 


Hollywood, Dec. 28. 

Fox-West Coast is shuttering two 
theatres for a couple of days in Re- 
dondo, beach town near here, as pro- 
test against the lc per admission tax 
recently voted by city council. Tech- 
nically, the temporary shutdown is 
explained as a breathing spell dur- 
ing which houses will arrange for col- 


lection of tax, which they have been 
absorbing thus far but will not pass 
on to the public. 

Meanwhile, F-WC is buying page 
ads in local newspapers urging re- 
peal of ordinance. Tax is declared 
discriminatory and oppressive be- 
cause it hits only theatres, dancehalls 
and fishing barges, and leaves other 
retail enterprises untouched. 


N.W. Indie Exhibs 
Look Upon Steffes’ 
‘Unity’ Idea Coldly 


Minneapolis, Dec. 28. 

The proposed ‘plan’ of W. A. Stef- 
fes to eliminate present friction be- 
tween this independent 
exhibitors and distributors and create 
greater unity within the industry is 
receiving the cold from 
many theatre owners and thus far, 
apparently, has not evoked any 
large amount of enthusiasm among 
the indie exhibitors. 


Plan calls for the establishment of 
a ‘grievance committee’ or two by 


territory's 


shoulder 


Santa Crossed 


St. Louis, Dec. 28. 

The surprise party that at- 
taches of Loew’s two houses here 
fixed up last week for Rex Wil- 
liams, city manager, had one 
more surprise than was planned. 
The employees in the two houses 
chipped in and purchased $100 
worth of gifts for Williams with 
the intention of presenting them 
at a dinner party given at a 
downtown hotel. 

A short while before the din- 
ner got underway the committee 
that was to have made the pres- 
entation discovered that all of 
the gifts had been copped from 
the ushers’ room at Loew’s. 


SAG Bans Extra: 
Work for Members 


Hollywood, Dec. 28. 

Board of directors of the Screen 
Actors Guild has advised actors no 
regular members will be allowed to 
do extra work accepted since August. 
For this reason, pointed out, it be- 
came necessary to accept 300 tem- 
porary war members in order to fill 
calls for young players. 

The board stated that had regular 
meetings of the admittance commit- 
tee been held, more than 300 perma- 
nent members would have been ac- 
cepted. As it is, 300 may be can- 
celled out at the end of any regular 
quarter and none of them may speak 
lines or accept bit or stunt parts. 

The board agreed to take up with 
the Producers Association the re- 
quest for B actors that sets be stag- 
gered so that 2,000 players wil! not 
be employed on one day and only 
500 on the next. 
ducers also requested in seeking to 
place older extras on soldier calls. 


GREER AS SCHENCK 


Hollywood, Dec. 28. 
Joseph M. Schenck will be Cali- 
fornia state chairman of the annual 
Infantile Paralysis Fund campaign 
Jan. 15-30 with Greer Garson as 
head of the committee representing 
the motion picture industry. Quota 


atres, is $50,000. 

Mary Pickford will function as na- 
tional women’s chairman in_ the 
campaign, and Frances Langford and 
Bob Hope will represent the radio 
division as co-chairmen. 


Detroit’s War Chest 


for the film studios, exclusive of the- | 


| 


Cooperation of pro- | 


Electrical Union Creates Strike 
Threat for All Hollywood Crafts; — 


Cameramen Have Their Own Ideas 


JACK LAIT 
Reminisces on 
‘23 YEARS AGO’ 


when he was head of 
‘Variety’s’ Chicago Office 


A Feature of the 
38th Anniversary Number of 


VARIETY 


(Post-War Show Business 
Edition) 


OUT NEXT WEEK 


Hollywood, Dec. 28. 

Threat of a strike by all AFL stu- 
dio crafts is hanging over Hollywood 
ag Local 40 of the International 
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers is 
calling for a strike vote next week 
at close of a 30-day cooling-off 
period. Claim is made that instruc- 
tions from the War Labor Board 
are so vague and confusing that 
all AFL unions may have to be 
included on the strike ballot. IBEW 
tops aver that the instructions do not 
definitely limit the vote to Local 40 
or even crafts in the Electrical juris- 
diction, but gave the impression all 
unionists must vote. Union takes the 
position such an election would be 
unfair to its members since they are 
the only ones directly interested in 
their demands for 10% pay tilt. 


War Vets Must Get 
More ‘Extra’ Calls 


Hollywood, Dec. 28. 

Protests are piling up at Central 
Casting from extras honorably mus- 
tered out of service who complain 
they are not getting a fair shake on 
studio calls. Demands of producers 
and directors for younger supes is 
making it difficult for the older play- 
ers to get more than an occasional 
job. 

Howard Philbrick, head of Cen- 


AIDE IN POLIO DRIVE a 
24 More Army-Made 


Pitch 25%, Over 


Detroit, Dec. 28. | 
An increase of 25% over last year’s 
contribution to the War Chest by the | 


Steffes’ new independent exhibitors’ 
‘union,’ organization, and involves 
disclosure of a theatre’s records and | 
opening of books to the committee | 


500 white-collar workers will be defi- 

nitely settled ir Miami next month at | 
a meeting of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor's ‘Executive Council, 


when action is to be taken on an 
International Union clerical 
workers. 


As a preliminary step to organiza- 
tion of a National Council, a Federal 
Union will be set up, but AFL offi- 
cials express doubt that such an out- 
fit will be international in scope. 

Screen Office Employees Guild, 
With 2,000 members, is now affiliated 


meve deemed as_ necessary’ to 
Strengthen bargaining power. 


Plenty of Camp Show 
Material in Folio 13 


Washington, Dec. 28. 
Folio 13 issued by the Army Spe- 
cial Services for use of men in serv- 
ice camps includes original sketches 


by Lt. H. Aday, Lt. Tom Hubbard 
and Lt. Bob Bumbas, and a radio 
adaptation by Anne Barley of Ed- 
ward Everett Hale’s ‘Man without a 
Country.’ Also included are ‘Fibber 
McGee and Molly,’ Burns and Alien, 
Duffy’s’ and other radio scripts and 
One by Billy K. Wells. 

Some of the material is from the 
Hollywood branch of the Special 
Service division, and the Second 
Service Command. It was gathered 
by the Writers’ War Board subcom- 
mittee on scripts for soldiers and 
Sailors. of which Dorothy (Mrs. 


ato 


when.acomnial 
percentage terms or insufficient ad- | 
justment is filed with it. | 
The idea of throwing open books | 
to competitors and_ distributors | 
doesn't appeal at all to many of the 
boys, including some who have been 
squawking the loudest continuously 
regarding excessive contract terms 
and inability to obtain ‘fair’ or ‘suf- 
ficient’ adjustment of tilm_ prices 
after playing a picture. And they're 
making no bones of a disinclination 
to reveal their operating records. 
Jt has. bees. intimated. 
has in mind for the ‘arbitrators’ or 
‘grievance committee’ John J. Friedl, 
Paramount circuit president here, 
and Harold Field, chain owner. Sev- | 
eral independent exhibitors have de- 
clared emphatically they'd never 
open their books to any competitor 
such as the Paramount circuit. 
Donald Guttman, 
North Central Allied, 
exhibitor organization already in 
existence here, is opposed to the 
plan, but his principal objection is 
not the showing of books or records. 
Guttman believes that the only way 
to obtain relief for independent ex- 
hibitors is to smash ‘monopoly’ in 
the industry. He does not think the 
Steffes plan practical. 


In the meanwhile, however, Stef- 
fes and his cohorts are going right 
ahead perfecting the organization 
details of the new ‘union’ which, if 
it cannot bring North Central Al- 
lied and Northwest Allied. other of 
the territory’s independent exhibi- 
tor bodies, into its fold. undoubted- 


president of 
independent 


Richard) Rodgers is chairman. 


ly will be in competition with them. 


4 
4 
4 


ta father, Army. 


| Irwin orch, Navy. 


dustry drive. 
authorized this year by the home of- | 
fices to make the local contributions, 


omnlaint against film ncices.| the. War Chest drive produced $41,- 


000, as compared to $32,300 last year. | 

The industry was considerably 
over its quota, despite the increase in 
the War Chest budget. The projec- 
tionists this year pooled their indi- | 


| vidual contributions and made them! 


tral, has ordered war vets be given 
as many call. as possible. 


Films Scheduled; 2 
More Per Mo. Follows 


Washington, Dec. 28. 


Listing of 24 Army-made films for 
screenings to war workers has just 
been aunounced by the Industrial 
Services Division of War Dept. Pub- 
lic Relations, with a promise of two 
more pix each month. 

Folder announces ‘the motion 
picture screen has proved to be a 
powerful medium for -bringing to 
the men and women of America’s 


; war industry up-to-the-minute re- 
ports of the progress of this war 
and the battle performance of 


American arms and equipment. The 


local film industry was reported by | War Department invites you to join 
Alex Schreiber, chairman of the in- America’s topmost industrial organ- 
With every exchange | jzations in regularly showing Army 


films. 
‘Every month from now on, two 


Nev) Siehen- pic eady 


| for release—a new Film Communi- 
| que each month plus another sub- 


ject of up-to-the-minute interest to 
your war workers.’ 
Available pix include four of Lt. 


through the IATSE to the film indus- Col. Frank Capra’s ‘Why We Fight’ 


try’s collection. 


U.S. Rollcall 


Albany, N. Y., Dec. 28 


series—‘Prelude to War,’ ‘The Nazi 
Strike.” ‘Divide and Conquer’ 
‘Battle Britain—and the new 
‘War Department Report.’ Most of 
the remainder are shorts ranging 
from 6-20 minutes. 

Army has set up film exchanges 
in 300 cties to handle distribution 
of the films which will be 16mm. 


Bill Gaddoni, Metro salesman and| and 35mm. sound jobs. 


He is the first sales- 
man drafted here since Morris Cohn, | 
of Columbia, was taken almost three | 
years ago. Cohn was released, only | 
to be recalled after the Japanese at- 
tack on Pearl Harbor. 
Pittsburghers Marching 

Pittsburgh, Dec. 28. 


Bobby Doyle, singer with Marty 


Bob Dench, of ‘Icecapades’ team of 
Dench and Stewart, Army. 

Jean Hodgson, daughter of A. L. 
Hodgson, owner of Sagamore, Pa.. 
theatres, Marines. 


Called to Colors 
Detroit, Dec. 28. 

Roger S. Robinson, son of Arthur 
Robinson, who operates the Granada, 
Belle and Rogers theatres, Navy. 

Louis B. Goodman, manager of 
Lincoln theatre, Army. 

George Eden, ice skater with ‘Ice 
Fantasy, Army. 


Nipping the Nasty Nips 
Hollywood, Dec. 28. 

Frank Melford, indie producer, ob- 
tained Government approval of the 
script for ‘The Tanaka Plan,’ a tale 
of Japanese intrigue written 
James Young, former- newspaper 
correspondent in Tokyo. 

Young will be associate producer 
on the picture, to be made for a 
major release outlet, still undesig- 
nated. 


Loder’s ‘Ape’ Chore 


Hollywood, Dec. 28. 

First freelance job for John Loder 
since his exit from Warners will be 
in ‘The Hairy Ape,’ remake of the 
Eugene O'Neill play to be produced 
by Jules Levey for United Artists. 
Alfred Santell is director, with pic- 
ture rolling this week. 


and | 


by | 


Other unions having no quarrel 
with studios undoubtedly would vote 
| against walkout. For that reason the 
| IBEW attempting to get the situation 
, Clarified before a date for member- 
ship vote. Business Representative 
Al Speede of Local 40 is in touch 
with WLB officials in Washington as 
well as the IA International. Definite 
ruling on strike vote procedure is 
expected to be received this week. 

Local 40 contends its members are 
entitled to 10% pay hike because it 
did not get an increase when mini- 
mums of other unions were boosted 
in all technical branches of the in- 
dustry, especially writers and direc- 
tors, who have advanced in salary. 

Cameramen 

Only exception has been the top 
cameramen, 85% of whom have been 
receiving the same _ salaries they 
worked for 10 and 15 years ago. 
Many of top cameramen do not want 
to work more than two pictures per 
year. It is a general feeling among 
lensers that they carry full respon- 
sibility of production, being a pivot 
unit. Cameramen have developed 
many stage directors through their 
guidance and assistance, all of which 
has been possible because of the 
| years of experience cameramen have 

from working with all types of pro- 

ducers and directors. Many new 
indie producers coming into field are 
i cognizant of this and are bidding for 
services of cameramen on _ iwo- 
picture deal per year. Not only in 
production do they have cameramen 
under personal contract but as pro- 
tective measure so they will not have 
to plead with other studios for loan 
of cameramen when they do go into 
production. 

Some cameramen also are insist- 
ing on guarantee they be allowed to. 
select their own crews before they 
will sign new personal contracts. 
Union officials say situation fast de- 
veloping into race between studios 
to get top cameramen under longe 
term contracts. 


'Distribs Retain 40-Hr. 


| Distributors will not be forced to 
|adhere to the 48-hour workweek in 
| exchanges in Dallas and Indianapolis, 
two areas recently added to the labor 
shortage list by the War Manpower 
| Commission. As result, all employees 


|in those two keys will be permitted 


|to remain at the present 40-hour 
workweek schedule. 
Applications for similar exempe 


ttions-irr City, Mibvaukee 
{and Chicago have been filed by the 
| distributors through their one-man 
!cammittee, J. Scollard. executive 
assistant to Neil F. Agnew, v.p. over ' 
sales for Paramount. 

Previously Scollard obtained ex- 
lemptions in Washington, Buffalo, 
|Cleveland, Los Angeles, and other 
;points. The only place where an 
| appeal has been necessary was L. A, 


| 


Carrington Succeeds 


Conrow As Altec Prez 


G. L. Carrington, former v.p. of 
Altec Service Corp., theatres serv- 
icing company, named president of 
the company, succeeding the late 
L. W. Conrow who died recently. 

Carrington is also president of 
| Altec Lansing Corp. of Hollywood 
which manufactures film equipment 
and is a wholly owned subsidiary of 
Altec Service. Formerly stationed 
exclusively in Hollywood, Carring- 
ton will divide his time between 
N. Y. and the Coast. 


Week in Dallas, indois. ~ 
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More Awards Than Any 
Other 1943 Production! 


BEST SUPPORTING ACTRESS 


ONE BEST FEMININE STARS 


ONE BEST SUPPORTING ACTORS 


Paramount’s “FOR WHOM THE BELL TOLLS” starring GARY COOPER « INGRID BERGMAN with Akim Tamiroff ¢ Arturo de Cordova ¢ Joseph Calleia and Katina Paxi 
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In Film Daily’s Nationwide Vote For The “FAMOUS 
FIVES” Of 1943, America’s Film Critics Honor One 
Great Motion Picture Above All Others, With Z/Zree 
Tops And A Total Of Seven Different Awards ...To 


THE TOLLS 


¢ B.G. DeSylva, Executive Producer * Produced and Directed by SAM WOOD ¢ In Technicolor ¢ Screen Play by Dudley Nichols ¢ From the celebrated novel by Ernest Hemingway 


Ingud Bergman 
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Destination Tokyo, a ‘Sub’ Base 0.0. 


By HAROLD M. BONE 
New London, Conn., Dec. 22. 
This story is being filed from New 
London, the naval training town 
where a guy with the gold braid 
concession could retire at the end 
of a single season. Once more the 
Warner Bros. flackery has spun the 
ballyhoo junket indicator and this 
time the pointer stopped at the spot 
marked ‘Submarine Base, Naval 
Training Station.” The occasion was 
the world preem of the Warner's 
underseas opus, ‘Destination Tokyo.’ 
If the producers were looking for au- 
thentic reaction to the film, they cer- 
tainly got it here. Comment from 
officers and men alike brought agree- 
ment on the fact that technical de- 


tails were pretty much according to, 


Hoyle. 

As a space-grabbing stunt, WB ar- 
ranged for a tour of the base by rep- 
resentative newspaper, trade paper, 
and mag writers. and the event 
turned out to be an educational ex- 


perience for the scribes. Session 
started with an elaborate lunch 
aboard the submarine ‘Porpoise.’ | 


Then came a fore-and-aft inspection 
of the craft, which was really a 
super aggregation of nuts and bolts. 

Party then had a look-see at the 
Diesel engine laboratory and fol- 
lowed up with a trip to the subma- 
rine training tank. This is the spot 
where trainees learn to do a Houdini 
via the escape hatch of a sunken 
sub. It’s a tough test for the lads 
and some fall by the wayside. Be- 
cause of the stiff requirements, a 
large percentage of candidates never 
even get to first base (no pun on 
sub quarters). 


After a glimpse of a captured Jap | 


two-man sub, group hit the adminis- 
tration and, instruction 
named after Commander Howard W. 
« Gilmore, hero who won the Navy 
Medal of Honor. Party observed 
trainees simulating actual handling 
of subs; saw disassembled torpedo; 
and witnessed firing procedure of 
torpedo tubes, Entertainment at Sub- 
marine Base Officers Club featured 
a cocktail session, attended by Rear 
Admiral Freeland A. Daubin, Com- 
mander of Submarines, 
Fleet; a display of stills snapped on 
sub missions; supper; and showing of 
‘Destination’ at base theatre. 

While it was not one of WB's big- 
gest bally jaunts by any means, this 
one rates a, bow for the interesting 
data presented to the visiting fire- 
men of the press. Don Gillette en- 
gineered the junket for Warner on 
the N. Y. end, with Abe Kronenberg 
handling the New London sector. 
Commander Don McGregor did a 
nice job as public relations liaison 
for the base. 


SISTROM’S ‘O’SULLIVAN’ 


Hollywood, Dec. 28. 

Joseph Sistrom has the producer 
chore on ‘Make Way for O'Sullivan,’ 
Miles Connolly story recently pur- 
chased by Paramount. 


2 


+ 


building | 


Atlantic | 


BERGMAN PARTIED 


Public Relations Committee Fetes Its 
Retiring Chairman 


In place of its usual weekly meet- , 
‘ing, the Public Relations Commit- | 
tee of the film industry honored 
| Maurice Bergman, committee chair- 
'man with a Christmas party last 
Thursday (23). Bergman retires) 
next Jan. 15, when a new PRC chair- | 
man goes into office. New chairman 
will have the entire 50th anniversary 
of the first motion picture exhibition 
tossed to him, since only prelim 
‘details of campaign have _ been, 
‘drawn up... 

The PRC committee will handle 
all details of the film business cele- , 


| bration of the anniversary of the | 


initial showing of a motion picture | 
starting next March. Tentative | 
‘plans call for institutional publicity, | 
‘radio programs and other bally to 
observe the event. 


| 


LEO WILL ROAR FOR M-G 


_ AT LEAST ONCE A YEAR 


Metro is launching a campaign 
among field forces to ensure that Leo 
the Lion appears on the screen of 
every theatre in the country at least | 
once during the year. | 

William F. Rodgers, v.p. and gen- | 
eral sales manager for M-G, has ex- 
plained to personnel that this objec- 
tive is designed to develop more 
' goodwill for Metro. It was suggested 
that the aim would be considered 
reached even if the trademark ap- 
pearance was limited to the booking 
of a short subject or a newsreel clip. 

Branch managers, following recent 
meeting in Chicago, plan to concen- 
trate on the goodwill promotion. 


Special Promotion Hypos 
‘Old Oklahoma’ in Keys 


Special promotion by Republic 
and local managers to supplement 
newspaper advertising, radio spot 
time and billboard campaigns, is 
helping ‘Oklahoma.’ This additional 
promotion has spelled added busi- 
ness even during the pre-Xmas lull 
which prevailed this year in virtu- 
ally all key cities. 

Recent examples of what it meant 
in additional boxoffice are Buffalo, 
N. Y., and New Haven, Conn. In 
the former, Gerald Westegren, pub- 
licity chief at the Lafayette, em- 
ployed taxicab cards, banners on 
newspaper trucks, window cards 
and special restaurant place cards. 
He tied in with three stores with 
display cards via the music depart- 
ments plugging tunes from the pic- 
ture. 

In New Haven Jim Darby of the 
Paramount backed his booking with 


| 


Warners’ Junket to New London On 


LAURENCE SCHWAB 
has written a humorous piece 
‘What—No Cheesecake!’ 


An editorial feature of the 
38th Anniversary Edition of 


ARIETY 


(Post-War Show Business 
Number ) 


OUT NEXT WEEK 


Tote-Your-Own 


Continued from page 1 


been met with the pointed suggestion 
that customers bring their own li- 
quor, inasmuch as niteries don’t ex- 
pect to have much on hand. 

New Year’s Eve in U. S. niteries 
promises to be the biggest ever, de- 
spite wartime shortages of liquor, 
etc. Throughout the land spots re- 
port larger reservation lists than last 
year. many being booked solid for 
the Eve weeks ago. 


Chi’s ‘Eve’ Charges 
"Chicago, Dec. 
Despite an unprecedented demand 
for New Year’s Eve reservations, 
many night spots are charging even 
less than allowed by the OPA price 
lid this year. Others are getting the 
highest prices allowable. Camellia 
House of the Drake hotel tops the 
list at $15 per person. Empire Room, 
Palmer House, and Mayfair Room, 
Blackstone, are next at $12.50 per. 
Others are Walnut Room, Bismarck 


hotel, $10 each; Blackhawk, $7.50; 
Chez Paree, $10; Colony, $7.50; 
Boulevard Room, Stevens hotel, 


which makes its debut New Year's 
Eve with Duke Ellington’s orchestra, 
$10; Edgewater Beach hotel, $10; 
Panther Room, Sherman hotel, $6.50; 
885 Club, $5; Latin Quarter, $6.50 to 
$10, according to location; Rio Ca- 


| bana, $5 cover charge. 


Scores of smaller spots are charg- 
ing $2.50 to $5 and many have no 
cover or minimum. 


Reopening for the Big Kill 


In N. Y., the bonanza promises to 
help places like the Folies Bergere 


| which closed down because of finan- 


cial difficulties, but reopened just in 
time to get its cut of the melon. The 
Folies opened last night (28) after 
posting a one-week pay guarantee 
with AGVA, 

Despite liquor shortages, and ab- 
sence of noisemakers in many night 
clubs, the New Year’s celebration 
is figured to be one of the wettest 
as well as noisiest in years, Major 
cafes are drawing upon their booze 
reserves to supply the evening’s de- 
mand and are said to be in good 
shape as far as catering to needs of 
celebrants. 


special ads in the Italian-language 


cendiary Blonde’ and ‘The Hitler 
Gang’ and has ‘Girls’ Town’ in prep- 
aration. 


He also used special cards in hotel 
lobbies and spot announcements -on 
radio station WELI. 


STAGE 


“Wheaties and “Breakfast of 
Champions“ are registered trade 
macks of General Mills, Inc 


‘*McGuire, your hiding his Wheaties before the performance 
is the greatest practical joke of th’ year.”’ 


1es, 


Dire things can happen when! blitzed. No less catastrophic for 

people are bereft of their Wheat-| being easily avoidable (grocers 

Children mope. Husbands look | are ready, willing and able to 
coldly at wives. Domestic bliss is | hand over the Wheaties). 


However. some of the tonier hotel 


Ways and means of meeting the 
present emergency, methods for the 
elimination of any unnecessary de- 


| tail in the course of daily operations 


'and phases of branch operations that 


might 
| will be discussed at a five-day meet- 
'ing of Metro traveling auditors and 
| bookers, as well as student auditors 
and bookers, in N. Y. starting next 
| Monday 
| assistant treasurer for 


| sessions. 
| Loew theatre department will also 
' attend to discuss theatre operations. 


tend to increase efficiency 


Charles K._ Stern, 
Loew's, and 
Alan F. Cummings, in charge of ex- 
change operations, will conduct the 
Harold J. Cleary of the 


(3). 


Various others from the Metro 
h. o. will sit in as well. while Regal 


| Films Corp., the Canadian subsidiary 
| through 


which Metro. distributes, 
will be represented by James East- 
wood, branch auditor for that organ- 
ization. 

Henry Nathanson, 
ager of Regal Films, Ltd., Metro 
distributing subsidiary in Canada, 
is in New York from Toronto for 
homeoffice conferences with William 
F. Rodgers, general Metro sales 
manager. 


general man- 


Other Realignments 
Three Metro exchange zones for- 
merly comprising the district headed 
by Harris P. Wolfberg, who recently 


-+resigned,-wiill be split-between two 


other districts. 

Cincinnati and Indianapolis ter- 
ritories will be added to the zone 
handled by John P. Byrne, now in- 
cluding Detroit, Buffalo, Pittsburgh 
and Cleveland, while St. Louis, 
which Wolfberg had, will be added 
to the district under the supervision 
of Burtus Bishop, Jr.. which now 
embraces Kansas City, Oklahoma 
City and Dallas. 


Wexo’s 11-Theatre Division 

E. L. Alperson, general manager 
RKO Theatres, last week upped 
Siguard Wexo from manager of the 
Midway, Forest Hills, to RKO The- 
atres division manager in the Louis 
Goldberg zone. Wexo started with 
RKO as an usher. His division in- 
cludes 11 houses. 


Bud Gray Goes to Par 
Pittsburgh, Dec. 28. 
Bud Gray, exploitation man for 
RKO, joined Par as district adver- 
tising manager in the southern divi- 
sion. 


Metro Slates 5-Day N. Y. Meeting Next 
Week: Other Theatre-Exchange Briefs 


broken into and $500 taken from the 
safe, 

Sam Ehrlich, checking supervisor 
for WB until recently. resigned and 
returned to home in Washington, 


Buermele’s Promotion 

R. Buermele has been appointed 
Detroit office manager for United 
Artists. He succeeds Ralph Forman, 


Chisholm to Capital 
Howard Chisholm, Paramount's 
booker in the Dallas office. has been 
transferred to Washington, D. C. 


Buffalo Variety Relects 
Buffalo, Dec. 28. 

Variety Club of Buffalo, Tent 7, 
reelected Stanley C. Kozanowski of 
the Rivoli Chief Barker. Others 
elected include Dewey Michaels, Pal- 
ace; Ira Cohn, 20th-Fox., asst. chief 
barkers; Irving Freed, treasurer, and 
Murray Whiteman, sec. National 
delegates are Elmer F. Lux and 
Ralph Maw, with Constantine J. Basil 
and Whiteman as alternates. Robert 
T. Murphy represents Buffalo on the 
national directorate. 


Two Coast Deals 
Los Angeles, Dec. 28. 

Standard Enterprises bought the 
RiaJto theatre in downtown Los An- 
geles from the Fay Securities Co. for 
$300,000. - 

GfYover Smith, operator of four 
film houses in this sector. bought the 
York theatre from George Alderman, 


Film Classics Package 
Twin combo of ‘Hara Kari’ and 
‘Young in Heart’ has been booked 
from Film Classics, indie distributor, 
by RKO Metropolitan circuit. 
Pair of films start in about 60 N. Y. 
and Brooklyn houses starting on 
Jan. 18. 


Wright Goes to Cleve 
John C. Wright, Paramount sales- 
man in Cleveland office, goes to Cin 
cinnati to replace William Twig. 


Brandts Get Another B’way House 


With acquisition of the Abbey, 
N. Y., renamed Manhattan, Brandt 
circuit becomes operator of four 
Broadway houses, others being 
Globe, Central and New York. 

Brandts will play reissues at the 
Manhattan, with the first attraction 
‘Midsummer Night's Dream,’ which 


He's working out of Atlanta. opened at the house yesterday 
State theatre in Wilkinsburg was‘ (Tuesday) at pop scale. 


Beginning Friday, Dec. 31 


CARY GRANT 
JOHN GARFIELD 


in Warner Bros. Hit 


“DESTINATION TOKYO” 


IN PERSON 


CHAREIE BARNET & Ore 


‘dining rooms and restaurants will 
shutter at 10 p.m. to conserve spirit 
| Stocks. About half the membership 
‘of the Society of Restaurateurs will 
close after the dinner hour, accoré- 
ing to Paul Henkel, president. They 
figure that most of the late trade 
would be ordering scarce ryes, bour- 
bons and scotches but little of the 
expensively priced champagnes and 
wines, and consequently will have 
little left to take care of their regu- 
Jar customers after the holiday. 
Early closing, Henkel explained, is 
all the more necessary as later ab- 


'sences of liquor will seriously inter- 


fere with food business. 


-Hoodlumism | 


Continued from page 4 


fire. 
time the blaze struck. 


Police Chief, 70, Confesses 


Coloma, Mich., Dec. 28. 
Say what you like about juvenile 


delinquency and kid hoodlumism be- | 


ing a headache to theatre owners 
but—it can go to the other extreme. 
A 70-year-old police chief in the 
town of Coloma, Mich., has just con- 


| fessed to State authorities that he 
| was the one who set the fire which 


destroyed the Loma theatre in the 
town for a $40,000 loss. 
The State investigators, checking 


| into five mysterious fires in the town 


| in the past two years, had questioned 


numerous kids 


before the elderly 
police chief admitted that he was the 
firebug and set the fires ‘for a little 
excitement.’ 


Also Ella Mae Morse 
Lowe. Hite & Stanley 


pers, gre" STRAND 4 


Y 


CARMEN 


PLUS A BIG 
STAGE SHOW 


ROXY 


The theatres were closed at the | 


LOEW'S 


in Person 


Thurs., Dec. 30 


On Sereen 


Patricia Morison 
Harrison & Fisher 


Jackie Gleason 


Humphrey Bogart | 
“SAHARA” | 


Erie Blore 


“SAMUEL GOLDWYN'S 
rug NORTH STAB 


NEW VICTORIA + RKO PALACE 


B'WAY & 46TH B'WAY & 47TH 


popular prices; 
Midnight show 


Continuous performances, 
doors open 9:00 A.M.; 
every night, both theatres, 


‘Curie’ for Troops 
Some 51 16-mm prints of ‘Madame 
Curie’ have been shipped overseas 
to combat zones. 
Many servicemen saw the picture 
before Christmas while others will 


see it by New Year's, 


25th 


WEEK! 


Paramount's 


“FOR WHOM 
THE BELL TOLLS” 


Continuous Performances from 
« 10:30 a.m. 


RIVOLI Bway & 49th St. 


Cap 
GROADWAY AY Sist 


Irene Dunne iN PERSON 
in M-G-M’s | KATHRYN 


“ GRAYSON 
A GUY | RICHARD HIMBER 


NAMED JOE”, , 4, 


LOU HOLTZ 


ON THE SCREEN 
Spencer Tracy 


RADIO 


MUSIC HALL 


CURIE” 


Spectacular Stage Productions 


MICHAEL TODD presents 
ETHEL MERMAN 


Book by HERBERT DOROTHY FIELDS 


COLE PORTER SONGS 


ALVIN, West 52nd St. Mats. Wed. & Sat 


Dorothy Dick Victor 
LAMOUR POWELL MOORE 
in “RIDING HIGH” 


A Paramount Picture 


IN TECHNICOLOR 


in Person 
TOMMY DORSEY and Band 


PARAMOUNT Times Square 


~ 
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a 


named. IRENE DUNNE 


IN VICTOR FLEMING’S PRODUCTION 
OF THE M-G-MARVELOUS ROMANCE 


Quy Named, 


with a cast named Terrific: 


Van Johnson - Ward Bond, - james Gleason - Lionel Barrymore + Barry Nelson - Esther Williams 
Screen Play by Dalton Trumbo + Adaptation by Frederick Hazlitt Brennen + Directed by VICTOR FLEMING 
Produced by EVERETT RISKIN + A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture 


l’s in M-G-M’s “Vitamin 12” Group! 


_ “Our Two Big Jobs in January: ; 
Fourth War Loan and March of Dimes? 
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Survey Shows Daytime Serials Still 
Tops With Listeners Despite Upped 
Sponsorship of Other Type Casts 


Contrary to widespread belief in 
the trade, the recent increase in 
sponsorship of non-serial daytime 
network programs has not affected 
the popularity of the dramatic 
serials. On the contrary, the au- 
diences drawn by the new non- 
serial commercials are new listeners, 
and the serials have meanwhile not 
only retained their previous popu- 
larity, but have even increased it 
slightly. These are some of the 
conclusions drawn from a survey of 
1943 daytime listening, just issued 
by C. E. Hooper, Inc. 

The Hooper report also discloses 
the previously unknown fact that 
women comprise more than half the 
entire listening audience, even dur- 
ing the evening hours when pro- 
grams of more universal appeal are 
heard and when more men are pre- 
sumably available as __ listeners. 
Through most of the daylight hours, 
the survey indicates, there are 
slightly more children than men 
listeners, with the men becoming 
increasingly preponderant as_ the 
evening continues. However, dur- 
ing all listening hours women listen- 
ers are more numerous than men 
and children combined. 

According to the Hooper findings, 
the average ratings for all. daytime 
weekday network programs in the 
first 10 months of 1943 were higher 
than in 1941 and equal to or higher 
than in 1942. And, despite the in- 
crease in sponsorship of non-serial 
programs, the volumé of daytime 
serial dramas has held steadily at 
about 50 hours a week for more 
than 10 months. 

Highest in Four Years 


The share of the daytime serial 
audience, compared to the audiences 
for all daytime programs, was the 
highest in four years during the 
first seven months of 1943, was be- 
low the 1942 peak in only three 
months and dropped below 1941 
only in October, 1943. Set in use 
during daytime weekday hours has 
been above 1942 every month since 
July, 1943, with the additional lis- 
tening absorbed by the non-serial 
programs. 

Non-serial daytime programs have 
increased from six and a half hours 
a week during January, 1943, to 
more than 18 hours a week cur- 
rently, with serials remaining at 
about 50 hours a week during that 
period. As a result, two-sevenths 
of network daytime weekday spon- 
sored hours now consist of non- 
serial program, the highest portion 
to date. There is little appreciable 
difference in the makeup of au- 
diences to non-serial and serial day- 
lime programs. Women comprise 
about four-fifths of the total au- 
dience for both kinds of programs. 

The survey tends to show that f 
whiie gas 
the number of persons at home for 
available listeners, service in the 
armed forces and employment in 
e war plants has offset this to cut 
down the total audiences. Never- 
theless, the percentage of sets in 
use in homes where someone was 
home has risen from 20.9 in Novem- 
ber, 1941, to 21.4 in November, 1942, 
and 22.0 in November, 1943. The 
figure for December, 1943, is a peak 
22.1. 


Program, Auditioned 


By Baby Food Mfrs. 


by doctors to give mothers a better 
insight on child care is being audi- 
food manu- 
Johnson & 


facturers, including 


Johnson. 

The show, which in its present for- 
mat is a 15-minute program readied 
for three-times-a-week on the air, 
is called ‘Dr. Stork’ and has been 
originated by a well-known child 
specialist, who will also do the spiel- 
ing on the ether, It is being handled 
by Ted Green, radio head of Freder- 
ick Bros. 


Art Carney into Army 
Art Carney, just signed by CBS 
to a seven-year acting pact, having 
done ‘School of the Air,’ and ‘Fun 


FRED ALLEN 


(who is more than usually 

prolific this year) has writ- 

ten a second humorous piece 
which he calls 


‘A RADIO FABLE’ 


(can the sponsors take it?) 
in the 
88th Anniversary Number of 


ARI 


(Post-War Show Business 
Edition ) 


OUT NEXT WEEK 


Willie Howard 
Show Being Set 


Several sponsors are dickering for 
a new air show starring Willie 
Howard. The program would be a 
take-off on ‘Hanson’s Drug Store’ 
well-known Broadway apothecary 
which receives a big play from show 
biz personalities. A half-hour 
comedy slot is planned. 

Howard is currently appearing at 
the Strand, N. Y., and leaves at the 
weekend for a Coast engagement. He 
will be gone a month, but on his re- 
turn about Feb. 1 plans to step into 
the radio program. 

Al Steen is currently writing the 
show. Fredericks Bros, is the agency. 


Roland Young Staying 
East, So ‘Wm. & Mary’ 
Won't Shift to Coast 


Although Roland Young’s current 
legit vehicle, ‘Another Love Story,’ 
closes Jan. 8 at the Fulton, N. Y., the 
actor is set for another stage play, 
which will keep him in the east in- 
definitely with the ‘William and 
Mary’ comedy spot on the Dinah 
Shore program. It had previously 
been figured that ‘William and Mary’ 
would move to the Coast whenever 
‘Love Story’ finally closed. 


Young & Rubicam, the agency on 
the program for Frosted Foods (Gen- 
eral Foods), would prefer to move 
the ‘William and Mary’ stanza to 
Hollywood, where Miss Shore and 
the rest of the show originate. Cor- 
nelia Otis Skinner, who writes and 
co-stars with Young in the sketches, 
would be w: ing 80 to the Coast. 

portion of the program must ‘stay, 
also. 

Young has not revealed the details 
of his new legit assignment. 


Premieres 


(Dec. 29-Jan. 9) 


Jan. 1 


‘Atlantic Spetlight,” interna- 
tional exchange series; 12:30-1 
p.m. Saturdays; WEAF-NBC, 
sustaining. 

Jan. 2 
‘Columbia Presents Perry 


Como’; 7:15-7:30 p.m., Sundays; 
WABC-CBS; sustaining. 
Jan. 5 


Frank Sinatra show, with Bert 
Wheeler and guestar Ginger 
Rogers; 9-9:30 p.m., Wednesdays; 
WABC-CBS; Vimms Co.; B. B. 
D. O. agency. 

‘Dunninger, Master Mentalist,’ 
9-9:30 p.m., Wednesdays; WJZ- 
Blue: Sherwin-Williams 
Newell-Emmett agency, 

Jan. 8 

‘Corliss Archer,’ with Janet 
Waldo; 5-5:30 7.m., Saturdays; 
WABC-CBS; Anchor Hocking 
Glass Corp.; Hackett agency. 

‘The ‘Dept. of State Speaks,’ 
with Secy. Hull, Under-Secy. 
Stettinius, Jr., and others; 7-7:30 
p.m., Saturdays; WEAF-NBC; 
sustaining. 

‘Doctors at War,’ in coopera- 
tion with the American Medical 
Assn., 4:30-5 p.m., Saturdays; 
WEAF-NBC; sustaining. 

‘Your America,’ with Nelson 
Olmsted, governors of states; 5- 
5:30 p.m., Saturdays; WEAF- 
NBC; Union Pacific Railroad; 
Caples Co. 


Operating Setup 
For D-F-S- Agcy. 


New. Dancer - Fitzgerald - Sample 
personnel setup as the firm takes 
over Jan. 1 in Chi, N. Y. and Holly- 
wood offices formerly occupied by 
Blackett-Sample-Hummert, will in- 
clude 216 former employees of the 
latter agency. New operating part- 
ners are H. M. Dancer, J. G. Sam- 
ple and C. L. Fitzgerald. 

Paul Keenan, former assistant to 
the president, becomes treasurer of 
the new agency and J. James Neale 
will be director of radio time buy- 
ing. On the Procter & Gamble and 
General Mills air shows Car] Stan- 
ton, Roy Winsor, Philip Bowman 
and George Stellman will handle 
production. James West will head 
the D-F-S Hollywood office with 
Anne Parks handling talent. 

In Chi Charles L. Hotchkiss will 
handle the radio end of the Falstaff 
brewery account with Andrew W. 
Neally the account. exec. P&G's 
Oxydol product will have David D. 
Brown as account executive with 
Robert F. Hussey and James S. Lind 
also active. General Mills account 


Radio Researchers At Harvard Call 
For Full-Time Congressional Group 
To Tackle B casting, Allied Problems 


Chicago, Dec. 28. 


ARTHUR KOBER 
humorously brushes off mystery 


radio programs in a 
smarticle entitled 


‘I'm A Fella Like This’ 


88th Anniversary Number of 


VARIETY 


OUT NEXT WEEK 


Set Format Of 


Union Pac. Show 


Omaha, Dec. 28. 

Format for Union Pacific's 45- 
station hookup has been set and first 
four shows have been worked out. 
Program will emanate from audi- 
torium of Masonic Temple. Gov- 
ernors of 14 states will be on vari- 
ous programs, with Governor 
Dwight Griswold of Nebraska speak- 
ing on the first in a tribute to Ne- 
braska. Later show will be in the 
form of a tribute to California. The 
sixth show will be the only one in 
which president (former rubber di- 
rector) William Jeffers appears. 
Program will be broadcast from his 
old home town of North Platte, Neb. 

Another feature decided upon will 
be pickups from various employees 
of the railroad in shops, yards, etc. 
First will be an interview with the 
chief dispatcher, second program to 
have roundhouse superintendent, 
etc. 

Series starts January 8 and will 
be presented Saturdays for 52 weeks. 


WHAM, U. of Rochester, 
Time Mag to Air Series 
On Changes Shaping Up 


Rochester, Dec. 28. 
WHAM, the University of Roches- 
ter and Time Magazine have joined 
forces to air a weekly series present- 
ing a ‘realistic’ view of the effect of 


execs include Thomas L. Greer and — discoveries on everyday 
ife. 

=~ Dr. Gerald Wendt, Time science 

chandising activities. editor, will direct the broadcasts, 

journeying to Rochester every Sat- 

urday for the 7:30 to 8 p.m. show. 

BOLER’ S NBC. SHOW The opener Saturday (2) will have 

Prosident._Alan Valentine of the. LU. 

~— TEE OFF JAN 18 of R., credited with concocting the 

e |} idea, and Mrs. Alice Wood Wynd, 

‘Everything for tne Boys’ is the member of the State Board of Social 

title of the new half-hour show by Welfare, discussing the theme of the 


Arch Oboler, which will star Ron- 
ald Colman. Program replaces ‘Sa- 


TED BLISS QUITS CBS; 


Ted Bliss, a CBS director on the 
Coast, has resigned to join the pro- 
duction staff of the Young & Rubi- 


when Rupert Lucas 
moves over to Matas the new Walter 


Pidgeon series 10T Wooayear, Starting 


; director of the 
| Sunday 
A new program in answer to pleas | 


with Dunn,’ is now Army-bound. 


Jan. 30 on CBS, Bliss will succeed as | 
‘Silver Theatre’ stanza | 
ahente on CBS for Interna- | 


tional S 

The scripting assignment for the 
Pidgeon show hasn't been set by Y. 
& R., but Charles Tazewell is being 
considered for it. 


‘T&C’ Heads East in Jan., 
To Play Bond Sale Shows 


‘Truth or Consequences,’ the Ralph 
Edwards comedy-quiz Saturday 
nights on WEAF-NBC for Procter & 
Gamble, starts east from San Fran- 
cisco about mid-January and will 
play a series of bond-sale perform- 
ances en route. The stanza is due 
back in New York about mid- 
February. 


Compton is the agency. 


JOINS Y.&R. ON COAST 


des 


‘Dr. Stork,’ Child Care = and 1 


| lute to Youth’ on the 7:30 p. m. niche } 

beginning Jan. 18. ‘Everything’ will 
| be sponsored by the Electric Auto- 
Lite Co. 

The new show, designed primarily 
to entertain fighting men overseas, in 
addition to featuring Colman in 

saratiaiic.. of hit plays, films or 
:so feature two- way | 


overs, 


shortwave conversations with the | 
armed forces overseas. Gordon Jen- 
kins seems set for the baton assig 


ment. 


‘Edith Scripts 


To Get Comm’! Airings: 


Edith Sommer, who gave up acting 
several months ago to concentrate 
on legit and radio writing, has sold 
two commercial scripts for airing in 
the ‘next few weeks. One is ‘Larry 
Thompson’s Boy,’ to be heard Jan. 12 
on the ‘Dr. Christian’ series on 
WABC-CBS for Chesebrough. The 
other is ‘Talent for Murder,’ an 
adaptation of a whodunit novel, for 
the Jan. 18 stanza of ‘Mystery Thea- 
tre’ on WEAF- NBC for Molle shave 
cream. 

She has also adapted the book, 
‘They Shall Inherit the Earth,’ for 
the Jan. 4 broadeast of the WEAF- 
NBC sustainer, ‘Words at War.’ She’s 
a member of the NBC script staff. 


series with Dr. We 
grams are to bring 
and social thinkers. 
The opener Saturday (2) will have 
scientific research and cre- 
ated new industries that wiii affect 
the American way of life more than 
the railroad, automobile, telephone 
| and radio. The programs wil! aim to 
| prepare the push c for probable re- 
| sults of these ch 1anges. 


ndt. Later pro- 


leading scientists 


WILGUS LEAVES CIAA 


| FOR THOMPSON AGCY. 


William Wilgus has resigned from 
ithe radio production staff of the of- 
fice of the Coordinator of Inter- 
Ameriean Affairs to join the radio 
| department of the J. Walter Thomp- 
son agency. 

Cyril Armbrister leaves the Blue 
network director staff to succeed 
Wilgus on the CIAA’s Spanish lan- 
guage edition of the ‘Counterspy’ pro- 
gram, which is shortwaved to Latin- 
America. 


CONNOVER’S FREELANCE 


Hugh Connover, of the CBS staff, 
gets the announcing assignments on 
the two Procter & Gamble serials, 
‘Right to Happiness’ and ‘Life Can 
Be Beautiful, succeeding Richard 
Stark, resigned. Both programs are 
on NBC, so the assignments are free- 


lance for Connover. 


Results of a radio-broadcasting re- 
search project at Harvard university, 
to be published in the forthcoming is- 
sue of the American Political Science 
Review, brought forth the conclusion 
that the only permanent solution 
to the present FCC-radio station 
situation is to appoint a regular com- 
mittee of Congress to devote its en- 
tire time to communication problems, 
among the toughest of which is radio 
broadcasting. The research group, 
headed by Prof. Carl J. Friedrich, of 
Harvard university, found that in 
general (1) the record of control is 
one of confused efforts to ‘regulate’ a 
very young industry in response to a 
multitude of complaints and pres- 
sures, but with no real understanding 
of the situation; (2) neither the Con- 
gress as a whole nor the committees 
of the House and Senate concerned 
with radio legisiation has ever pro- 
duced a genuine ‘policy’ for radio 
broadcasting; (3) they never have 
provided a pattern for the most ef- 
fective utilization of radio in the de- 
velopment of American democracy; 
(4) such basic issues as whether ra- 
dio broadcasting is entitled to the 
same constitutional rights as the 
press have never been settled; (5) 
good arguments can be advanced on 
both sides, but without a decision the 
conduct of radio is fraught with un- 
necessary tensions and conflicts. 


Cites Contradiction 

Characteristically, says the report, 
the basic statute, the Federal Com- 
munications Act of 1934, provides a 
compromise through a contradiction, 
It charges the commission to see to 
it that radio-broadcasting facilities 
are managed ‘in the publie conve- 
nience, interest, or necessity,’ yet it 
forbids the FCC to concern itself 
with the content of radio programs 
by stigmatizing such sharing of re- 
sponsibility as interference and cen- 
sorship. Sharp conflicts are bound 
to be the result of such a self-con- 
tradictory policy. In order to resolve 
it, Congress would have to address 
itself to such basic questions as these: 
‘What role do we want radio-broad- 
casting to play in the nation’s politi- 
cal, religious, and cultural life?’ ‘Do 
minorities with particular education. 
al and other interests have special 
rights or not?’ ‘Should managements 
with a predominantly commercial 
outlook determine the programs to 
be presented and the time of presen- 
tation, or should listeners have a 
voice in this matter?’ 

These and many similar questions, 
the report points out, have had no 
thorough exploration in Congress, 
though their answers are admittedly 
basis to a national radio policy. 

Individual Congressmen have 
voiced subjective if emphatic opin- 
ions on these subjects. Such expres- 
sions have been haphazard, lacking 


any substantial support of scientific 
evidence, such as guides Congress in 
more traditional fields of public 
policy, they have had virtualiy no 
effect upon the actual pattern of 
control. Since America’s entry into 
the war, all these shortcomings have 
(Continued on pede 


Bendix 
Switch of Sun. Aft. 


Programs on 


Entry of the American Meat Insti- 
tute program, ‘The Life of Riley,’ 


Starring William Bendix, has necessi- 


tated a rearrangement of the Blue 
network Sunday afternoon schedule. 
| Program, to debut on Jan. 16, will be 
heard over 155 stations from 3-3:30 
p.m. In taking over this slot, the 
program will force a switch of the 
Moylan Sisters, usually heard from 
3-3:15 p.m., to the 12:45-1 p.m. posi- 
tion. Hanson Baldwin, heard from 


3:15-3:30 p.m., finishes his series and 
is negotiating a new contract, but 
he'll be fitted into some vacant spot. 
Sammy Kaye, currently holding 
down the 12:30-1 p.m. time, will be 
shifted to the 1:30-2 p.m. spot in 
order to make room for the Moylan 
Sis; the vacant 15 minutes will be 
filled by some program from the net- 
work, In order to permit all these 
shifts, ‘Wake Up America,’ heard 
from 1-1:30 p.m., has been dropped 
and ‘Music by Marais,’ now heard on 
Fridays from 1:45-2 p.m., will be 
shunted into the 1:15-1:30 spot on 
Sundays. 
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Look Out, Red 


If Waite Hoyt, former Yankee pitcher, is coming back, as reported, 
io broadcast Giant and Yank games next summer it may well be that 
Red Barber, the Dodgers’ aerial Boswell, will have something more 


to worry about. 


Now this isn’t written in any disparaging vein regarding the Red- 


head. In most everybody’s book, 


Barber is the top baseball game 


caller of ’em all. Nor will there be any argument about that here. It’s 
just that this Hoyt guy, when he talks about baseball, isn’t bad, either. 
That was apparent a while back when he was doing one of those 
quickies for a New York station, a five-minute follow-up on the 
Dodger games which also permitted him time for a brief anecdote or 


two. 


It was true then, and maybe it is now, that Hoyt didn’t know all 


the words. But he has been out there on that mound. That's his run- 
ning start and it’s a big one. He’s been on that hill when he was in a 
jam, when his hands were damp and he was tired. Yeah, Hoyt has 
been there. And he knows what it’s like to have been there. It makes 
a difference. That's what Barber is going to be up against if Hoyt 
comes back. It should make Barber all the keener. Certainly New 
York has radio room for both of them. 

But getting back to that ‘difference.’ The difference of actually hav- 
ing been in there. It also goes for football. . 

Maybe few recall it, but back in 33 Benny Friedman broadcast the 
Princeton-Columbia game from Palmer Stadium. And Benny is an- 
other of those guys who have been in there. Will Michigan ever for- 


get him? 


So '33 was the year that Columbia went to the Rose Bow! and took > 
Stanford. Remember? But this autumnal day, the day we're talking 
about, Columbia was behind 20 to 0 at the half, It never did score, and 
Princeton later put across two more touchdowns which the officials 
wouldn't allow. Hence, 20 to 0 was the final score. Exactly what would 
have happened to Stanford that New Years if Princeton, instead of 
Columbia, had gone to the Coast is something which to this day 
intrigues this department. As it was, Columbia beat Stanford 7 to 0 
and 100,000 Columbia alumni den't believe it yet—and that was 10 


years ago. 


Anyway, Friedman broadcast this 33 Columbia-Princeton key Octo- 
ber game. An important one it was for both teams. And Friedman is 
another guy who, perhaps, doesn’t know all the words. But he knows 
the music—and this typewriter will lay its ribbon on the line that this 
particular football game broadcast is still the best that New York has 


ever heard called over the air. 


Sid. 


Cafe Society 
Package Show 


Cafe Society Uptown and Cafe 
Society Downtown (N. Y. niteries) 
performers are being peddled in a 


Blue. 


package show with that name, 
directed by Fritz Blocki. Ask- 
ing price reportedly is $8,000. Show 
was auditioned Monday (27), with 
Hazel Scott, Teddy Wilson, Georgia 
Gibbs and John Sebastian, from Bar- 
ney Josephson’s uptown and down- 
town N. Y. niteries, included in the 
lineup. 

Paul Martin, N. Y. World-Telly 
nitery and restaurant columnist, em- 
cees. 


Anna Erskine, Replaced 
On ‘Met Auditions,’ Gets 
Salary for Full Season 


Anna Erskine, continuity writer of 
‘Metropolitan Auditions of the Air’ 
since its start eight years ago for 
Sherwin-Williams paint, has been 
replaced by Len Finger, Blue net- 
work staff scripter. The show is 
heard Sunday afternoons on_ the 


A’though she no longer has the 
assignment, Miss Erskine will be 
paid for the balance of the season, 


Warwick & wegier agency chat 
set. She had already com- 
pleted scripts to next spring. Tevis 
Huhn directs the ‘Auditions’ series. 

The new Guy Lombardo show 
Sunday nights on the Blue, starting 
Jan. 14, for Chelsea cigarets, will 
ave Car! Manning and Phil Davis 
as continuity writers and George 
Lowther as director. W. & L. is also 
the agency on it. 


SEEKS 3-HR. SHOW 
Bethlehem Steel is reported dick- 
ering for a radio show after the first 
of the year. Company found five- 
minute spots effective for ‘help 
wanted,’ and on Friday (31) is doing 
@ roundup for the year, 1:30-2 p.m., 
on the Blue. 
Reported the steel company is 
anxious for a half-hour spot, with 


talks in progress with Blue net 
execs, 


she 


woe 


‘OPEN DOOR’ ALSO TO 
GET NEW DIRECTOR 


Paul Stewart takes over direction 
of ‘The Open Door,’ effective Jan. 3, 
succeeding Fred Weihe. The Sandra 
Michael serial moves on that date 
from its present 10:15-10:30 a.m. 
spot on WEAF-NBC to 3:15-3:30 p.m. 
on WABC-CBS. Standard Brands 
is the sponsor and Bates the agency. 


Until he went to the Coast several 


months ago on a Selznick contract, 
Axel Gruenberg directed ‘Door.’ The 
show is Stewart's first regular net- 
work directing assignment in several 
seasons, 
been acting in radio, legit and films. 


In the meanfime, he has 


AGAIN LEADING 
NIGHTTIME 


By GEORGE ROSEN 


J. Walter Thompson goes into 1944 
as the No. 1 agency in nighttime 
radio. It’s the first time since 1936 
that the agency has regained its for- 
mer status, having yielded to Young 
& Rubicam in the intervening years. 


Acquisition in recent weeks of 
such accounts as Ford Motor Co., 
formerly held by the Maxon agency, 
and Vimms vitamins, switched from 
B.B.D. & O., helped pave the way 
for the Thompson agency’s comeback 
with an accumulation of p.m. net- 
work business of eight hours and 35 
minutes, aS compared with eight 
hours and 15 minutes for Y & R. 
Latter figure includes the Goodyear- 
Walter Pidgeon half-hour show over 
CBS which doesn’t bow in until Jan. 
30. Young & Rubicam would have 
retained its edge by 10 minutes had 
the Elgin Co., which dropped its 
‘Man Behind the Gun’ program on 
Dec. 18, decided to stay off the air. 
However, the watch company has 
announced it’s sponsoring the ‘Nero 
Wolf’? program, through Thompson, 
starting next month, 


In contrast to the new 20-minute 
margin which Thompson will hold 
when the new Ford series get under- 
way next month, and the Frank 
Sinatra-Vimms program debuts from 
the Coast on Jan. 5, Y & R accounts 
were preeminent in the nighttime 
network field for seven years, and 
for a stretch of a few years were 
far out in front. However, earlier in 
the year the Thompson comeback 
began to manifest itself when the 
agency fell heir to such accounts as 
the RCA Hour, Elgin and.an addi- 
tional half-hour from Old Gold with 
Bob Crosby. 

Thompson, with total billings now 
reported in the neighborhood of 
$45,000,000, will have the following 
roster as the additional January pro- 
grams get under way: 

Old Gold-Bob Crosby (NBC), 30 
minutes; Wrigley-‘American in the 
Air’ (CBS), 30 minutes; Chase & San- 
born (NBC), 30 minutes; J. B. Wil- 
liams-William L. Shirer (CBS), 30 
minutes; Lux Radio Theatre (CBS), 

(Continued on page 28) 


Time Chet La Roche Acquire Interest 
In Blue; Woods, Kobak Also Buy In 


Is It the Writers? 


Sure the pace of the radio 
comedy shows this season is fast, 
but can it be the writers? That’s 
not taking anything away from 
the comics, but the writers are 
playing a big, important part. 

And this may also be a war 
circumstance—the fact that sev- 
eral new writers have acquired 
a birth in radio. Many estab- 
lished scripters are now in serv- 
ice, or weaned away from radio 
by pictures. The opening was 
thus at hand for new writers 
who had been knocking at ra- 
dio’s door for a long time. 

Sure the comedy pace is fast— 
and thanks to new spirit, new 
writing slants. 

One thing is sure. Radio 
comedians do get an exaggerated 
slant of their own comedy when 
playing army camps. Also care- 
less and off their timing. This 
also holds true for stage come- 
dians, many of whom have 
learned ‘to their regret that the 
gag that gets howls from the GI’s 
more often than not draws si- 
lence from civilians. 


Gracie Fields. 
Going Of Air 


Gracie Fields is going oft the air, 


at least temporarily, she 
winds up her current Pall Mall 
series Jan. 15, after expressing 


her dissatisfaction with her five- 


+ Time, Inc., and Chester LaRoche 


have acquired stock interests in the 
Blue network. In addition, Roy E. 
Larsen, Time president, has been 
elected to the Blue board of direc- 
tors, and LaRoche becomes chairman 
of the executive committee and a 
member of board. 

Mark Woods, Blue president, and 
Edgar Kobak, executive vice-presi- 
dent and general manager, also ac- 
quire shares in the network, with 
Edward J. Noble, who recently pur- 
chased the entire stock of the com- 
pany from: RCA, retaining financial 
control and remaining board chair- 
man. The Time and LaRoche shares 
of stock will be 1214% each, while 
the size of the Woods and Kobak 
purchases are not revealed, but are 
believed to be considerably smal! -. 

LaRoche, former board chairman 
of the Young & Rubicam agency, 
was organizer and is current head of 
the War Advertising Council. Be- 
cause of his war activities, his duties 
with the Blue will be limited for the 
present. He is currently ill on the 
Coast and is not expected east for 
some time. LaRoche’s entry into the 
Blue executive setup was predicted 
by ‘Variety’ several. months ago, but 
were denied by the company at that 
time, 

According to Nebtle, he interds re- 
taining his present holdings of Blue 
stock for an indefinite period, but 
may ultimately offer shares to other 
company officials, owners of affili- 
ated stations and possibly the pub- 
lic. Such shares would be offered by 
him, not by the present stockholders, 
he indicates. 

Purchase of an interest in the Blue 
drastically expands the Time, Inc., 
interest in radio. The mag publish- 
ing firm already owns a financial 
slice of indie station WQXR, New 


times-a-week 15-minute Mutual shot. 
Spot will be taken by Robert ‘Be- 
lieve It or Nov’ Ripley, 

Miss Fields’ radio plans are in- 
definite, although one sponsor is 
reported interested in a half-hour 
period at a $3,000 weekly salary. 
Comedienne has some film commit- 
ments which she'll complete before 
she goes on the air again. oe 


Your Best Salesman 
All 


Present and 


OUT 


NEXT WEEK 
(January 95,1944) 


NEW YORK 19, 
154 W. 46th St. 


HOLLYWOOD 28, 
1708 No. Vine St. 


CHICAGO 1, 
54 W. Randolph St. 


LONDON 


network starting Jan. 


on the account. 


York, and is represented on the 
air by ‘March of Time’ on WEAF- 
NBC and by several local programs. 


Coronet Mag’s 
Show on Blue 


Coronet Magazine will sponsor the 
Monday-through-Friday 9:55 to 10 
p.m. spot on 79 stations of the Blue 
24. Format 
of the program, according to present 
plans, will be a quiz show, although 
this is subject to change. Schwim- 
mer & Scott, Chicago, is the agency 


Sacuitiay” Ey POs. “hat 

after the spot for several weeks, but 
the deal fell through when Coronet 
took up its prior option on the time, 
Blue salesmen this week are endeéav- 
oring to line up another time sched- 
ule for weekly mag but nothing 
definite has been set to date. Sateve- 
post, through Aveyard & McFar- 
land agency, is still interested in 
buying Blue time for a five-minute 
five-a-week spot to dramatize the 
best stories appearing in the Post on 
sale that week. 


ONE TOUCH OF M’CLINTOCK 


| MBS Prexy Takes a 28-Minute Rib- 


bing in Recerded Xmas Show 


Miller McClintock has a perma- 
nent record of a handed him 


by MBS the title of 


ribbing 


staffers. Under 


|‘One Touch of McClintock’ a 28-min- 


ute show was recorded and played 
at the MBS Christmas party in N. Y., 
Friday (24) and proved such a hit 
-with net personnel that itl get a 
reprise at a WOR party in N. Y. to- 
day (Wed.). 

Lester Gottlieb, MBS _ publicity 
chief, scripted the show. Kole of 
McClintock was given a professional 
touch by Arthur Elmer, the radio 
actor. Fritz Blocki directed, 


Nesbitt’s New One 
Chesterfield auditioned John Nese 
bitt last week in a half-hour show. 
No deal set yet. Stint built esround 


8 St. Martin's Pi. 


a patriotic angle. 


aa 


— 
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VARIETY Wednesday, December 29, 1948 


What People Will Say 


Blue Network Research Dept. pulled an “Oscar Hammerstein in 
sending an unusual Christmas greeting to the NBC researchers last 
week. It was in the nature of a parody on the pop tune, ‘People Will 
Say We're In Love,’ and was written by Rose E. Walsh of the Blue 
research dept. 

Here’s the Yuletide greeting the NBC boys found awaiting them: 


22 RADIO 


Merivale, Anna Neagle, Skelton On urscorr 


Discusses 


NBC-BBC ‘Spotlight’ Preem Jat. 1) ta Gaglant 


as only a professional radio 


The NBC-BBC cooperative series* 


it 
ternational goodwill exchange 1?) 3 § gagwriter can do | ; 
‘Atlantic Spotlight,’ debuts BLUE 4 TOP TUNE Don’t throw accounts ue > 
New Year's Day at 12:30 p.m. with + An Editorial Feature of | Don't give us _— shou ; 
ivale, d EW YR. § Don’t try to help us grow 
AIRER N | People will say we’re in love. 
The Blue network will air a spe-| VARIETY $ ; 
the | cial program on New Year's Eve (7-| Don’t show us all your maps 
, 43-minute English po Merivale as | 7:30 p.m.) featuring the top tunes of | 38th Anniversary Nu Dowt give ue Kay-O-Bee 
3 It be | 1943 as selected by Dick Charles, | Don’t dare to dial Jay-Zee 
staff conductor and composer. Ses-|f Post-War Show Business People will say we're in love. 
“e picked uP from the — BC f sion will be batoned by Paul Lavalle | Editi | 
wil. of the net's ‘Chamber Society Of iion We'll start expecting things 
the preem includes rig. = Lower Basin Street.’ Jean Collins When Nielsen shows Blue up above 
Arnold, chiet of rito will do the vocals. Columbia is suspecting things 
lai and the Capt. Glenn Miller and Paul B 
aims. ¢ 


: | Charles’ selections for the "43 ac- WESTINGH % Mutual will say we're in love. 
G. > colades are: ‘All Nothing,’ OUSE TILL 
payer, % | Time—Goes * in on 
on President Roosevelt's proc- | Much Any MULLS NEW AGENCY 4 
~ lamation naming New Year's Day 8S) More’ ‘In My Arms,’ ‘Paper Doll,’ 
an occasion for prayer by Americans. ‘People Will Say,’ ‘Pistol Packin’ Westinghouse 1s still mu ung ae rom if ll ell eS 4 
Miss Neagle, front London, wet Mama.’ ‘Put Your Arms Around Me, eral agencies to take over its radio 4 
sing “My British Buddy’ and "My Honey. ‘Sunday, Monday, or Al- business, with the expiration Jan. 1 } 
} version of ‘This Is the Army’ which Wait for Me, Mary week renewed for another 52 weeks IN NEW YORK CITY ar 
the John Charles Thomas-Westing- 


is duplicating its American success. 


George Gordon scripted the dramatie sketch on last night’s (Tuesday) 


‘ying Berlin was originally skedded : house show heard Sundays from 2:30 
- pnaaae with Miss Neagle from Kellogg Taking Over to rp over the NBC network. The | ‘Salute to Youth’ program on WEAF-NBC for Goodyear....Ed Cashman, & 
London. . ; ‘ *9 sm| program, besides the concert singer, | vice-president of the Foote, Cone & Belding agency in charge of the 

Writer for domestic portion is Full Sardi Sponsorship features John Nesbitt as announcer | 4 merican Tobacco 


Gerald Holland, with Joe Mansfield Skinner & Eddy (Minute Man|and narrator, Victor Young's orches- fab y Kyser show ing i i 
directing. London writing assign- cman) is givind 0 sponsorship of its| tra and a chorus. s on the Kay Kyser show....Tom Harrington, Young & Rubicam radio 
‘ S| head, returns to Hollywood next week afier a quick trip east for Christ- 


ment is being handled by Tom of the ‘Breakfast at Sardi’s’ pro- Thomas, on Christmas Day, cele- 
Gyrenfort, with Tom Ronald direct- pega WJZ-Blue as of the end of} prated his 23rd anniversary in radio. — with his family. He'll remain until mid-February to launch the Walter 
| ‘ _ —* Kellogg, which now has thel He did his first program in 1990 at i geon show for Goodyear... .Jello will not sponsor the daytime who- ; 
~ Series is designed to better ac- second half of the Tom Brenneman| the old Brunswick Recording studios dunit, Two on a Clue, so Young & Rubicam is delaying the start of the i 
; quaint British and American listen- dentine comedy-quiz, will take over| in New York. sei w: Re determine if some other General Foods brand should bankroll it 
ers with characteristics and enter- ‘sorshio of the entire show. ...-Clayton Collyer is set for the part of Jonathon Pierce, a new detective 
spons p character on the ‘Mystery Theatre’ series Tuesday nights on WEAF-NBC 


tainment habits of the two nations. Compton is the agency for S. & E., , 
| and Kenvon Eckhard for Kellons | Alice Smart (OWI) Shift Paulette Goddard guess Tuesday, the Burns and Alle 
WESLEY M’KEE JOINS To Overseas Radio Div. | elected a stockholder and to membership on fhe management board of 
Monday-throug y. ; the agency... .‘Duffy’s,’ with Ed Gardner, moves east, effective with the 
Y &R PRON STAFF Alice Smart, production assistant Jan. 4 broadcast, with Joe Hill continuing as director and Eddie Green, 
id a Vors WSs = WGY Biood Donors in the New York office of the domes-| Florence Halop and Charley Cantor as character comics. 
Wesley McKee, former strawhat, Schenectady, Dec. 28. FCC Chairman James L. Fly has accepted FMBI's invitation to speak 
; theatre director, has joined the radio} Staff of WGY made its second visit n T ane agi ont is awaltine at the luncheon meeting in New York Jan. 26....Pete Jaeger, sales head 
production staff of the Young & Ru-| last week to the Schenectady Blood | for Blue, entrained for Chicago Monday (27) for week in Windy City.... 
bicam agency. Bank to donate pints of blood. GE| orders to leave for duty ' ‘|Carl Eastman played Sid Silver's role on CBS’ ‘Report to the Nation’ 
He has not yet been given a regu-| station has broadcast a number of She has completed instructions at last week (21). The comedian is bedded with pneumonia. ...New publicity 
lar assignment by Harry Ackerman,| programs and announcements on be-|] the OWI training _center on Long} director of WNEW, New York, is Jo Ranson, who moves over from the 
Island and has received her passport.) NBC press department. He replaces Carl Erbe on Jan. 3....Y. & R. 


= production director. half of the plasma. : 
on a tg a, when answering the phones last week, started by 
saying ‘Merry ristmas’....‘Little Blue Playhouse’ dramatizing story of Z 
1KUUPS 10 BE HEARD Port Neches, Tex., synthetic rubber plant on Saturday (1)....Bill Downs, 
| IN 5-HOUR PROGR ely $100 0) CBS correspondent in Moscow, due back in about two weeks. He’s also 
N Y Sp ‘Variety’ correspondent in Russia....Tom Jones replacing Harry Sosnick 
Will Carry Voices WNCA, Gl Gri as musical director of ‘Keepsakes’ over Blue Network starting Jan. 2. 
Many Areas Saturday Arthur Hanna took over directing assignments on ‘Hearts in Harmony’ 
< ah Show (1) and ‘Widder Brown’ latter part of last week, subbing for Martha Atwell, 
~ Med to Cane radio program speci WMCA, in who was bedded with a cold....Repeating her bond selling efforts in the 
- Of metropolitan Yor of the most are Third War Loan drive, Kate Smith does a repeat around-the-clock stint 
| over CBS for Fourth Loan on Feb. 1....Richard Curt Hottelet, former 
| A wag U. P. Berlin correspondent, who recently resigned from the London office ' 
; he of the OWI's psychological warfare division, joins the CBS European 
| a “e news staff Jan. 1....Lawrence Tibbett and Milton Cross were missing from 
| es f : ‘Metropolitan Opera, U.S.A.’ over the Blue last week because of attacks of ; 
| “et Gene Hamilton emceed the program. Hamilton is announcer for the j 
oston Symph. ' 
; Tom Fizdale returned to his desk this week after being bedded for 10 
e forth with @ days with a siege of flu....Sid Zelinka and Howard Harris, writers on the 
cam Rial acl Jimmy Durante-Garry Moore CBS show, are writing a libretto for a 
dent and a pros unding musical comedy, for which, when they return to the Coast about March :. 
to a they'll negotiate with a composer working in films t ‘rite the si 
ork an wh rey \ pos g ilms to write the music. 
broadcast of spect ong picked up on the radio show by William Esty 
-wO A rion or another 13 weeks....Three new tunes scripted by Howard Diet: i 
im ac I owal ietz anc 
servicemen Vernon Duke for Vinton Freedley's ‘Jackpot’ musical were aired for first 
a time on March of Time s Thursday (23) broadcast....Fred Robbins guested 
distinguished ne Woody Herman on his Swing Class over WHN last week. Other recent 
c a proadcasting, TT trumpeter Max Kaminsky, Lionel Hamp- 
The en can on, Gene Krupa and Art Hodes. 
stan ard f an ag ressive stat Charles Bud Barry, eastern program manager for the Blue, back at his 
red —_— nee sai chis desk after a siege of pneumonia that hit him, his wife and child. 
lish a+0”© * New Yorkers that Ted Cott’s new book to be published by Simon & Schuster, titled ‘Victor 
sured fa great era in Book of Musical Fun,’ will be out early in March. He is program director i 
beginnins at WNEW production manager, bedded with flu 
....Mert Emmert, JAF farm program director, will celebr his firs 
ansbip way! rec will cetebrate his first 
showm ker wMCA is on 1tS / — in the post Jan. 1. He originally handled a similar program at WLW, 
cema ‘incinnati. 
sHOwM IN CHICAGO ... 
m eK Roy Rowan, formerly with WGR, Buffalo, has been added’ to ithe WGN 
EG yO j announcing staff....Milten L. Greenebaum, owner and manager of WSAM 
NEW Saginaw-Bay City, Mich., in town last week... .Margaret O'Gara of the 
WBBM-CBS press dept., will join the McJunkin agency staff Jan. 1. She 
will be replaced by Francis Finnigan, who held the spot prior to her 
iJ resigning to be with her Army hubby, Lt. Joe Finnigan stationed at 
W Jacksonville, N. C Mark Russell forn por 
| f Jé rmer program manager and musie 
MCA to Bring Yuli at WOC, Davenport, has joined the WGN production staff. 
1° | Russe will work on the Johnny Nesbitt, ‘Onen House” shaw Rav 
VS Soldiers | Streeter, formerly with WGN, i L, hav 
er]; xN, and Ned Serrel, formerly with WCFL, have 
joined the WIND staff. They wili be stationed at Gary. ...Carnation Con- j 
; Re oyna greetings from Newjunder the | '¢nted Hour celebrates its 12th year on the air Jan. 3. Program is heard | 
i parts of the weria op in all/Departmen | OVer NBC....Glenn Welty, conductor on the ‘Brewster Boy,’ back from i 
on Christmas in @ five-hour broad-lthe eg the Coast where he handled the music chore on the National Barn Dance 4 oi 
cast by WMCA in co-operation | wil 1 | film....Alice Hill, Chi radio actress, has moved: to Florid; ar 
ion | will | actress, has d. to Florida to be near her 
United Red Cross, tie |States tersi Navy Lt. hubby stationed there. 
i e c ‘Zanizati 
Depariment, it Walter Preston, WBBM-CBS program manager, down with the flu.... 
nounced vestorda. Gibson, WBBM ad lib spieler, spent a six-day Christmas vacation 
RAD with friends at Canton, S. D, First vacation for Gibson in 31: ars 
; 2 years....Bar 
19 DAILY bar, out the day before Christmas... .Betty Arnold 
C | ° will play the feminine lead in the new Blue Network serial, ‘Sweet River.’ bp 
H M A 5-Hour Show To Air sr golly dae ee 3....Peggy Byrne has resigned from the New York 
staff of Radio Daily to join the WBBM-CBS press dept. here after the first 
New Yorkers Now of the year....Joe Boland, WGN sports announcer, will be the main 

ae , speaker at the annual football recognition dinner to be heid at Escanaba, 

's Mich., Jan. 6....Sen Kaney, station relations manager for the NBC central i 
: division, off this week for a 10-day tour of southern NBC affiliates... .H. ; 
: Quentin Cox, program manager of KGW, Portland, in town on business.... : 

eid Mason series may switch networks, moving to NBC in the near i 
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Pattern for Future, Says 


Due to the exigencies of an¢ 
America at war, the radio industry 
may well find itself 10 years ahead 
of its time when final victory is won, 
according to David Sarnoff, RCA 
head and chairman of the board of 
NBC. 

Outstanding advances in the use of 
radio sound and sight, while remain- 
ing military secrets, will fit into the 
pattern of the future and provide 
vast opportunities for the industry, 
says Sarnoff. 

In a year-end review of radio, the 
RCA prexy declared that the indus- 
try is breaking all records in pro- 
duction and communication. Latest 
estimates reveal that U.S. production 
is up to $250,000,000 a month as com- 
pared to $30,000,000 a yeaf ago. 

Greatest needs, of course, are re- 
quirements by the military. The in- 
stallation of radio apparatus on all 
fighting fronts has been a supreme 
task, he said. At present, 400,000 
radio-electron tubes are manufac- 
tured daily with 60,000,000 receiving 
sets going full blast. Thirty-one mil- 
lion ‘radio families’ get latest war 
news from 900 broadcasting stations 
and there are now 14 American in- 
ternational short-wave transmitters 
in operation. 

Outlining future events in a pre- 
view of 1944, Sarnoff warned that the 
reconversion of the industry to 
peace-time production would be a 
difficult task. He cited new inven- 
tions and ever-changing development 
in the related fields of electronics, 
television, radiothermics, supersonics 
and electron microscopy as challeng- 
ing the ingenuity and skill of Ameri- 
cans but expressed confidence in 
their ability to overcome all ob- 
stacles. 

Of television, Sarnoff said there 
will be no overnight transformation 
after the war. #& will take three to 
six months to get the machinery in 
operation to resume the manufacture 
of civilian broadcast receivers. It 
may require a year after approval 
of standards and full authorization 
of commercial television by FCC be- 
fore sets are available within the 
$200-$300 price range. 

Since the war began in Europe, 
Sarnoff stated that RCA employees 
have increased from 23,000 to 40,000. 
Six thousand others are in service. 


‘BATTLE OF SEXES’ 
GOES OFF AIR FEB. 2 


Cummer Products is dropping 
‘Battle of the Sexes,’ effective with 
the Feb. 2 broadcast, and will re- 
place it with a not-yet-titled dra- 
matic stanza about three sisters and 
their father, with a Chicago locale. 
The Young & Rubicam agency has 
evolved the formula for the pros- 
pective new series, but hasn’t yet as- 
signed a writer on it. In case the 


M’GEE TO DIRECT 


DUPONT ‘CAVALCADE’ 


Harold McGee has taken over) 
direction of Dupont’s ‘Cavalcade of| 
America’ Monday night show on) 
NBC with Homer Fickett, BBD&O| 
staffer, remaining in supervisory | 
role. McGee was brought in by the | 
agency for this one series and will 
continue independent operations as 
producer and director of other pro- 
grams. 

Change in ‘Cavalcade’ director's as- 
signment was made to allow Fickett 
more time for development of new 
programs and new business for the 
agency. 


Schenectady.—_WGY, Schenectady, 
has two new announcers, Ted Austin, 
formerly with WKNE, Keene, N. H.; 
WGTM, Wilson, N. C., and WLPM, 
Suffolk, Va., and Edward Murchie, 


FRANK KINGDON 


Discusses 


‘Commentators 
And Controversy’ 


in 
VARIETY 


38th Anniversary Number 


(Post-War Show Business 
Edition) 


formerly of WCSH, Portland, Me. 


AUDITION 15-MINUTE 
‘KITCHEN QUIZ’ SHOW 


Fifteen-minute ‘Kitchen Quiz’ pro-! 
gram presided over by Ed East and 
his wife, Polly, was recorded by the 
Blue Network as a package show on 
Friday (24) and is being offered for 
sponsorship. Program left. the air 
last June. 

‘Kitchen Quiz’ is an audience par- 
ticipation program with giveaways. 
Singer on the program is Lee §ulli- 
van. Walter Framer produces. 


Kids Prefer Real Heroes on Air Over 
Dick Tracys, Say Philly Pedagogues 


Philadelphia, Dec. 28. 
Philly radio stations received ku- 
does last week from the radio com- 
mittees of the Philadelphia School 
District for programs which are co- 

ordinated with school curriculum. 
Palm for the ‘timeliest’ show is the 
‘United Nations’ series over KYW 
in which students and teachers par- 
ticipate in dramatizing topical news 
events. The radio committee’s re- 
port declared that mike fright was 
more prevalent in teachers than in 
pupils. Another KYW show netting 
nods from the radio committee was 
‘Once Upon a Time’ co-sponsored 
by the University of Pennsylvania 
Museum. KYW’s Junior Town Meet- 


| ing also won praises of the peda- 


gogues. 

Three WFIL shows also rated 
bows, according to the report: ‘Magic 
of Books,’ beamed for elementary 
students; ‘Music in the Air,’ and ‘Fil- 
bert the Flea.’ Latter is a comic 
character used to hypo patriotic 
drives like bond sales, War Chest, 
salvage, etc. 

The radio committee, which pub- 
lishes a bulletin recommending pro- 


grams for in-school and out-of-school 

' listening, declared that school chile 
dren would rather hear about real 
live heroes like Marine Captain Jo- 
seph Foss (who downed 26 Zeros) 
than fictional characters like Supere 
man, Dick Tracy and the like. They 
urged greater dramatization of the 
flesh-and-blood heroes. 


Audition Gumps’ Show, 
With Skippy Homeier; 
Eyed for Sponsorship 


Transcribed audition of ‘The 
Gumps’ was made last week by Harry 
Goodman Productions, who acquiréd 
the comic strip rights through the 
New York News-Chicago Tribune 
syndicate. Understood that a spon- 
sor is dickering for the package 
show. A press book already has 
been issued. The cast includes 
Skippy Homeier, Arnold Stang, Ward 
Wilson, Jackie Grimes and Irene 


Hubbard. 


stanza isn’t ready in time for the] 


scheduled Feb. 9 premiere, ‘Sexes’ 
will be continued a week or two 
longer. 

‘Sexes’ oceupies the 8:30-9 p.m. spot 
Wednesdays on WJZ-Blue. 


18 More CBS Outlets 
For Shirer News Stanza 


J. B. Williams has added 18 CBS 
outlets to its network for the Wil- 


Sunday evenings. 7-7:15. Increase 
effective Jan. 2 brings total of sta- 
tions on the Shirer show to 64. 

Current campaign by Williams 
started Dec. 5°and is handled by J. 
Walter Thompson agency. 


Heidt Switches Sponsors, 
Goes From NBC to Blue 


_ Horace Heidt takes his ‘Treasure 
Chest’ show from NBC to the Blue 
network starting Monday, Jan.* 24. 
Sponsor switch is from Tums to 
Hires Root Beer. Program will be 
heard 7:00-7:30 p.m. 

Show will originate on the Coast. 
Max Wiley, of the radio department 
of N. W. Ayer, agency on the ac- 
count, and Wauhillau LaHay, Ayes. 
Publicist, leave for Hollywood Jan. 
6 to complete plans for the program. 


San Antonio — Gordon E. Guest 
has been added to the announcing 
Staff of KFRO, Longview. Bernice 
Johnson is the latest member of the 
distaff side of the KFRO transmitter 

house as an operator. 


Sherlock Holmes 
for Petri Wine 
through Young & Rubicam 


for Kreml 


The Shadow 
for ‘biue coal’ 


Gabriel Heatter 


through Erwin, Wasey 


through Ruthrauff & Ryan 


HIGHEST RATING 
Monday, 8:30 pm 


HIGHEST RATING 
Friday, 9:00 pm 


HIGHEST RATING 
Sunday, 5:30 pm 


Source: C. E. Hooper, Dec. 1943 
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Ex-WPEN Aide 


VARIETY 


— 


They? ... the prosperous folks 
in rural Minnesota—the na- 
tion’s fifth richest farm state. 
And they certainly are talking 
about. the KSTP program ads 
appearing each week in the 344 
country newspapers in our cov- 
erage area. 


What kind of ads? Well — 
that’s another story, but they’re 
really doing a job. We have a 
hunch they may be a new idea 
in audience promotion, but we 
don’t know. We don’t even 
care. What we do know and 
care about is the fact that rural 
Minnesota is talking about the 
ads, and Jistening to the pro- 
grams advertised. We've evi- 
dence aplenty of that. 


These ads are just one part of 
the continuous promotional 
campaign by which KSTP is 
strengthening its grip on Min- 
nesota’s bulging rural pocket- 
book. Other current promo- 
tional activities include: 


1, Personal appearances of 
KSTP’s Barn Dance group in 
Minnesota towns. 


9, Big ad: in “The Farmer” 
(Minnesota farm circulation 
147,000). 


3, Full-page ads in “Land-O’- 
Lakes News,” reaching 65,000 
Minnesota farms. 


4,“On the Minnesota Farm 
Front” (column by Harry 
Aspleaf, KSTP’s Farm Service 
Director) published weekly by 
81 country newspapers. 


“Around Radio Row” (radio 

* news-and-gossip column) pub- 
lished weekly by 70 country 
newspapers. 


| predictions 


CBS, NBC Summarize Banner Year, 
Gear Webs to Even Greater 44 


A banner. 1943 and better 1944 are? 


reported and fore¢ast by two major 
networks this week. Year-end re- 
views released by CBS and NBC 
cover all phases of the two major 
networks’ 1943 activities, which, like 
every other business, were geared 
for war and reflected smashing im- 
pact of wartime economic changes 
in nearly all activities of the webs. 
Topmost in each report is the accent 
on greatly expanded facilities in- 
stalled by the nets to report rapid 
news developments on all stages of 
the global conflict. 

No actual sales figures are in- 
cluded in the reports, Columbia 
choosing to ignore that facet and 
NBC confining its revelation to the 
statement by Roy C. Witmer, v.p. in 
charge of sales, that net 1943 figures 
will run approximately 15% over the 
1942 volume and represent a new 
all-time high. 

Average number of NBC stations 
per program in 1943 jumped from 
63 to 78 in the daytime and 98 to 
105 at night, the report reveals. 
Clients jumped from 63 to 75 and 
advertisers using the full network 
increased from 23 in January to 30 
this month with 44 programs per 
week being sponsored in 125 or more 
stations as against 31 shows at the 
beginning of 1943. 

In an optimistic comment on the 
year’s showing Witmer declares: 
‘There is every indication that the 
sales record made this year will be 
maintained and possibly exceeded in 
the months to come despite the fact 
that NBC’s network time is now ap- 
proximately 100% sold.’ 

CBS’ 53 Sponsored Shows 

CBS offers no dollars and cents 
comparative analysis of the year’s 
business but discloses that 53 spon- 
sored shows were broadcast over the 
continental web and says 35 of these 
were the result of their full network 
discount plan inaugurated midway in 
1942. At least three other programs 
are slated to accept the discount 
offer early in 1944, the report states. 
Columbia credits the plan with add- 
ing approximately 880 hours to 
its weekly nationwide commercial 
schedule. 

Ten CBS stations acquired at least 
30 additional sponsored shows a 
week, 46 stations gained 15 programs 
and 67 at least five programs through 
adoption of the discount offer. Dur- 
ing the year 18 new affiliates were 
added to the network. 

Both networks explain that man- 
power and material shortages hin- 
dered their progress in television 
but hint that ‘behind the scenes’ de- 
velopments in progress portend rapid 
advancement in the field with the 
coming of peace. Both NBC and 
CBS held “to a four-hours-a-week 
tele schedule using films for the most 
part. NBC, however, in addition to 
this basic schedule, televised sport- 
ing and amusement events from 
Madison Square Garden, N. Y. for 
the benefit of wounded servicemen 
in metropolitan area hospitals where 
the network installed tele receivers. 
Plans are under way at NBC to re- 
open its tele studios for presentation 
of specially prepared feature shows. 

War Coverage 


erage during the past year and add 
that news staffs in. all 
parts of the world would be aug- 
mented in 1944 to provide prompt 
and accurate coverage on all fronts. 
NBC lists Roy Porter, Max Hill and 
Edwin Haaker as the newest addi- 
tions to their foreign news staff. 
Charles C. Shaw. and Richard. C. 


All of which means that in addition 
to our effective and economical cov- | 
erage of the Twin Cities—Minne- | 
sota’s primary market—KSTP gives | 
you a paying plus in the form of a | 
rapidly-increasing rural audience. | 


50,000 WATTS 
Clear Channel 


Exclusive NBC Affiliate for the 
Twin Cities 


Represented nationally by 
Edward Petry and Company 


| 718, 


| Hottelet, ny England, are CBS new- 


comers. 
Columbia broadcasts dealing with 
some phase of the war totalled 17,- 
filling 3,504 hours of airtime. 
Of the total 1,715 hours were sus- 


25 (BS BOOST ON 
NET VOLUME SALES 


Aided by the rather sweeping rise | 


in radio advertising during the last 
three months, Columbia. Broadcast- 
ing System now estimates that the 
net dollar volume of sales. will 
increase 25% over 1942. Previously 
the estimate was for a 20% rise. In 
the first nine months this year CBS 
listed 115 commercial ad accounts 
as against 108 in the previous year. 

Net earnings for the company for 
the 39 weeks ended last Oct. 2 
totaled $3,245,626 as compared with 
$2,894,751 in corresponding 1942 
period. This would indicate total 


Both chains review their war cov- 


| Horton H. Heath has resigned as di- | 


taining with commercial programs 
amounting to 1,789 hours—approxi- 
mately 45° of total sponsored oper- 
ating time on the network. NBC 
lists no breakdown of war slanted 
broadcasts but says war effort activi- 
ties on the network increased 125% 
over 1943. 

Bond sales drives, shortwave 
shows to troops abroad, sports cov- 
erage, educational, public service 
and music appreciation broadcasts, 
short wave listening posts and other 
features of the year’s accomplish- 
ments are described in the two re- 
ports. 

The CBS review also lists a num- 
ber of its outstanding commercial 
programs and describes its national 
advertising campaign via newspapers 
and other media and points to 14 
CBS-built programs which were sold 
during the year. The report also 
lists a number of awards won by 
CBS in various types of radio com- 
petition throughout the year. 


Blue Sales Up 
607%, Over “42; 
$26,000,000 B.O. 


The Blue Network, in its first 
year as an independent chain since 
its purchase by Edward J. Noble, 
has increased its gross sales by 60°% 
over 1942, upped its revenue to 
$26,000,000 and expanded its listen- 
ing audience by 843,000 listeners to 
23,558,000, according to the Blue’s 
inventory of the year. 

The chain for the first time se- 
cured outlets in Worcester, Hun- 
tington, W. Va.; Columbus, Water- 
bury, New Bedford, Mass.; Duluth- 
Superior, Wis., and Atlantic City. In 
addition\coverage in Southern states 
was expanded by additions of out- 
lets in Macon and Columbus, Ga.; 
Amarillo and Temple, Tex.; Jack- 


son, Tenn.; Gulfport, Miss.; Fred- 
ericksburg and Covington, Ky.: 
Florence, S. C., and the Texas 


A. & M. Station at College Station. 
The net strengthened its position 


in the Great Lakes area with outlets | 
in Grand Rapids, Sault Ste. Marie: | 


Muskegon, Escanaba and Marquette, 


MILTON BERLE 
Discourses on 
‘Pity the Poor Comedian!’ 


A Feature of the 
38th Anniversary Number in 


VARIETY 


(Post-War Show Business’ 
Edition) 


OUT NEXT WEEK 


all part of the Michigan State Net- 
work. 
increased with affiliation 
KPRO which embraces 
side-San Bernardino area. 
Cleveland, became a full-time Blue 
affiliate. 


The web also upped the number | 
in | 
December as} 
compared to 2,794 a year ago De- 


of sponsored hours from 2,887 


January to 5,178 in 


cember. 


Allis-Chalmers sponsorship of the 


Boston Symph concerts and RCA’s | 


‘What’s New’ program. 


HEATH, DUNLAP FIGURE 


IN NBC-RCA SHIFTS. 


In a series of NBC-RCA shifts. 
rector of advertising and publicity | 
to become assistant to Frank Mullen, | 
vice-president generat 
manager, while Orrin E. Dunlap,! 
manager of the RCA department of | 
information, switches over as RCA 
director of advertising and publicity. 

Shifts follow previous moves in 
which Charles P. Hammond was 
named to succeed Charles B. Brown 
as NBC director of advertising and 
promotion while Brown becomes ad- 
vertising manager of the RCA-Victor | 
division. 

Heath first became associated with 
RCA in 1936 as assistant manager of 
the department of information while | 
Dunlap was former radio editor of 
the New York Times. 


Chet Thomas KXOK Mgr. 


St. Louis, Dec. 28. 

Chester L. (Chet) Thomas has 
been made manager of KXOK, | 
owned and operated by the St. Louis | 
Star-Times, p.m. rag. Thomas, for 
seven years managet of KFRU, also 
owned by the newspaper, also held 
an executive position with the par- 
ent station here. 


Pacific Coast coverage was | 
with | 
the River- | 
WJIW, | 


£niicG- "1 


| ‘Variety’ ‘Radio Hall of Fame,’ the | 


MBS ‘Opportunity’ Show 
Makes Bow on Jan. 14; 
U.S. Toppers as Judges 


Chicago, Dec. 28. 

‘Freedom of Opportunity,” new 
show sponsored by Mutual Benefit 
Health and Accident Assn. of Omaha, 
will bow over Mutual Jan. 14. Pro- 
gram will be aired Fridays 7:30-8 
p.m. (CWT) over 80 stations. Con- 
tra.. went through Arthur Meyer- 
hoff agency, Chicago. 

Format of show is to have 10 dis- 
tinguished judges select the 10 out- 
standing young men of the nation 
and dramatize their lives. Original 
list from which the 10 will be select- 
ed will be drawn from the ranks of 
National Junior Ass’n, of Commerce 
members. Judges on the board will 
be Paul Hoffman of Studebaker; J. 
Edgar Hoover, FBI head; Dale Car- 
negie; Thomas Watson, International 
Business Machine Corp.; Mrs. Dwight 
Eisenhower; Dr. Harry Emerson Fos- 
dick; Ben Hibbs, Sat Eve Post editor; 
Richard Motley, American Magazine 
editor; William Green, A. F. of L. 
prexy, and W. A. Patterson, Ameri- 
ean Airlines. 

Each of the 10 winners will receive 
a scroll of honor and a gold key 
from the J. A. of C. with the number 
one man of the 10 rating a diamond 
key and the title of the outstanding 
young business man of America. 


DXing for Nazis 


Philadelphia, Dec. 28. 

George Gerhardi, former director 
of German programs on WPEN, 
made speeches on Nazi short wave 
stations beamed at the U. S. from 
Berlin, it was revealed here last 
week, 

This disclosure was made in Fed- 
eral Court at proceedings instituted 
by the Government in an effort to 
prove Karl Scherzberg, local real es- 
tate dealer, was a dangerous alien 
and as such to be excluded from the 
Eastern seaboard. 

Scherzberg admitted, according to 
Army Intelligence officers, that he 
attended broadcasts in Berlin at 
which Gerhardi was the principal 
speaker. Gerhardi was fired by the 
operators of WPEN in 1938 when 
anti-Nazi Germans complained he 
was interspersing Nazi propaganda 
plugs in his commercials. 


Woolley Returning To 
Air—But Chin Foliage 
Gags Are Verboten 


Jokes about Monty Woolley’s chin 
foliage will be declared out of 
bounds when Woolley moves in as 
headman on the Old Gold show with 
Sammy Kaye, Jan. 5. However, 
writers headed by Ed Ettinger, have 
permission for The Beard to insult 
everyone else on the show. Bob 
Burns will be the first guest under 
the new format. 

Maury Holland will continue to 
produce for J. Walter Thompson. 
Show emanates in the east until late 
January when Woolley goes back 
to the Coast for film work. 


WSNY’S ‘DOLLAR’ SHOW 

‘Dialing for Dollars’ is the title of 
a new nightly half-hour show on 
WSNY, Schenectady, sponsored by 
the Central Super Markets chain. 

Gene Graves makes the phone calls 
(money pyramids with each one in- 
completed or on which the listener 
fails to identify the sponsor) and 


sings with records. 


Lower Basin Street.” 


Management: WILLIAM MORRIS 


GIBBS 


Featured in 


Jimmy Durante-Garry Moore Show 


for Camel Cigarettes every Friday over CBS, 10 P.M. EWT 
My Sincerest Thanks 


Owens-Illinois Glass Co., sponsor of “Broadway Matinee.” 


Woodbury Facial Soap and their “Chamber Music Society of 


The Philco Corporation for my forthcoming appearance January 
2nd on its “Radio Hall of Fame.” 


Publicity: ROSS ASSOCIATES 


Thomas succeeds Clarence Cosby. 
resigned. | 


net for 1943 of around $4,500,000, or 
slightly under. 
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__ 9%, of Network Adv. in Papers 


Make Grade Despite Newsprint Cut 


Despite the continued newsprint 


tortage, newspapers have been able 
reget upward of 90% of network 
advertising. 

NBC’s ‘Parade of Stars’ campaign, 
which ran Sept. 24 through Oct. 7, 
called for daily insertions, ads to co- 
incide with the day program was 
broadcast. In some cases, news- 
papers had to drop insertions alto- 
gether or reduce lineage. 

One Coast paper ran the first 
week’s schedule a week late and fol- 
lowed up with the second week's in- 
sertions after the campaign was over. 

Campaign, which ran in every 
newspaper in Los Angeles, New 
York, Chicago, San Francisco, Den- 
ver, Cleveland and Washington, was 
followed up by a ‘payoff’ ad disclosing 
how NBC program ratings were af- 
fected by the two-week ad schedule. 
Several of these were knocked down 
from full pages to 1,000 lines, and 
release dates were optional. 

The net’s latest promotion, plug- 
ging WEAF in New York as ‘660 on 
your Dial,’ is set over a three-month 

_period and will run through January. 

So far, there have been only two ads 
dropped by the seven city dailies in 
72 scheduled insertions. Including 
Newark, where the campaign is set 
for January through March, ads will 
total over 1,000,000 lines. 

Reports from Mutual and CBS in- 
dicate a similar trend with optional 
release dates, reduced lineage and a 
few eliminations the usual pro- 
cedure. 

Ad managers for stations have 
found the going a little rougher. 


PACT ‘EXCLUSIVES’ 
ON CUBS, SOX GAMES 


Chicago, Dec. 28. 

Radical departure from the estab- 
lished custom of several Chicago 
stations carrying baseball broad- 
casts throughout the season was 
seen with WIND-WJJD signing 
both the Cubs and the Sox to an 
exclusive broadcasting contract for 
the 1944 period. Ralph  Atlass, 
owner of the stations, signed both 
teams with the idea of selling both 
periods to a national sponsor. 

Deal calls for WIND to air all 
Sox games both at home and in 
other towns with the exception of 
night games away from~ home. 
WJJD will broadcast all Cub games 
both in and out of town. Wrigley 
team does not play night games. 
Last year WGN, WCFL and WIND 
broadcast baseball. 


CBS-CIAA to Put On 
Viva America’ Series 

New show titled ‘Viva America’ 
is slated to make its preem early in 
January on CBS. It'll be on with the 
cooperation of the Coordinator of 
Inter-Americrn.. Affairs. 
be the first CBS usage of shortwave 
talent on a domestic program. 

Orch titled the ‘Pan American’ and 
singer, Enricos, both used exclusive- 
ly for shortwave shows in the past, 
will make up the program, which 
will be aired Sundays, 11:30-12 p.m. 


Kaufman, WCAE Ex-Mgr., 
Loses His Son in Navy 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 28. 

Ensign David Kaufman, son of 
Jesse.’ Kaufman, “former manager 
of WCAE here and one-time Hearst 
radio executive in New York and 
Indianapolis, was killed Dec. 13 
when his plane crashed at Pensa- 
Cola, Fla., where he was an avia- 
tion instructor at the naval air base. 

Young Kaufman had been in the 
Service since July, 1942. He grad- 
uated from Pensecola last June. His 
Parents now live in Bradenton, Fla. 


Raymer Charters Corp. 


Albany, N. Y., Dec. 28. 

Paul R. Raymer Co., Inc., has been 
chartered to conduct a radio broad- 
casting business in New York. Capi- 
tal stock is 200 shares, no par value. 
Directors are Paul H. Raymer, Chi- 
Cago, and Fred C. Brokaw and Pierce 

Romaine, N. Y. No shareholders 
are listed in papers filed with the 
Secretary of State. 


taco Costello, of commercial ra- 
10, is ‘John Patrick Costello’ when 


over NBC. | he Catholic Hour 


WOR, N. Y., has had scheduled in- 
sertions dropped when big news 
broke at the last minute. Since little 
of the station’s ads have been 
skedded on a ‘timely’ basis, no seri- 
ous disruptions occurred. 

WOR, which works on quarterly 
budgets, turns in copy four to five 
days ahead of time when personali- 
ties or programs are involved, to 
insure ad publication. At present, 
the station has contracted for front- 
page agate reader notices in the New 
York Times. They follow  iead 
stories when possible and appear 


Sh oar 


four days a week, Monday, Wednes- 


day, Friday and Saturday. 


(A)WOL 
Washington, Dec. 28. 

A woman applied for a de- 
partment store job here, but said 
she couldn't report for work be- 
fore 10:30 a.m. 

Asked why, she explained that 
she never misses Jay Caldwell’s 
giveaway show, Mr. Moneybags,’ 
broadcast daily over WOL. 


Lewis Leaving CBS For 
Amer. Network Exec Post 


William B. Lewis, now making a 
program survey for CBS to test 
listener likes and dislikes, leaves at 
the end of March to take up duties 
as vice-president and general man- 
ager of the American Network, Inc., 
an outfit composed of frequency 
modulation stations. 

Lewis came to CBS early in Au- 
gust and starts his new job April 1. 


Philly Newspapers Dropping Swap Ad 
Deals With Stations; Cash-On-Line 


Philadelphia, Dec. 28. 
Philly’s two morming newspapers 
last week notified radio stations that 
their swap-time-space agreements 
would expire the end of the year. 


Hereafter, the Inquirer and Rec- 
ord said, any ads taken by the out- 
lets would be on a cash-on-the-bar- 
relhead basis. 

The Daily News and the Bulletin, 
evening papers, are expected to fol- 
low suit shortly. The morning dailies 
took this action, they said, because 
of the newsprint shortage. Thousands 
of lines of cash-paid ads have been 
forced out of the paper. 

Radio newspaper promotion will 
be hard-hit by the move. Philly out- 


_ ASSOCIATION and TRANS-RADIO PRESS, 


WCAU now adds the three wires of 


UNITED PRESS—Local Wire, Newspaper 


Wire and Radio Wire—assuring coverage 


of ai/ the news...fast—accurate —complete. 


lets are already faced with a pub- 
licity famine in Philly dailies with 
the elimination of all radio columns. 
The stations had been forced to sell 
their programs exclusively through 
advertising. 

Execs of some of the stations af- 
fected said they would spend just as 
much for newspaper space as the 
dailies spent for ether plugs. 

Philly radio stations are believed 
to be the first in rhaking swap ad 
deals with newspapers. The stunt 
has become standard business prac- 
tice throughout the nation. 


Fargo, N. D.—Maurice Waller has 
joined announcing staff at WDAY. 
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*CHRISTMAS REUNION’ 
Cast: 


Robert St. John, Jose Iturbi, 
Freeman F. Gosden, Charles Cor- 
rell, Lt. Rudy Vallee and Coast 
Guard Band, Leopold Stokowski 
and NBC Symphony Orch, Capt. 
Andre Baruch, Sgt. George McCoy, 
Set. Dick Brunner, Mrs. Emma 
Van Coutren, Phyllis Jeanne Cre- 
ore, Yeoman Toni Bergetz, Mickey 
Walker Orch with Claude Thorn- 
hill 

Writer: Neal Hopkins 

Director: Eddie Dunham 

3 Hours; Sat., 2 p.m. 

Sustaining 

WEAF-NBC, New York 
With Christmas falling on a Satur- 

day this year, NBC used its set aside 

three hours of its afternoon sustain- 
ing time for a special ‘Christmas 

Reunion’ prograf of world pickups, 

with Robert St. John as m.c. Stress- 

ing the location of the pickups in 
most cases, rather than the actual 
content of the broadcasts from there, 
the show inevitably varied widely. 

There were amusing moments and 

touching moments, and there were 
ointless spots and merely dull spots. 

enerally, though, the program did 
succeed in establishing the Christ- 
mas atmosphere and came through 
as passable entertainment. But it 
was loosely knit and overlong. 

In conception, the stanza was the 
materialization of an anonymous 
girl’s wish for ‘peace on earth, and 
good will toward men,’ and that all 
people separated should be reunited. 
The girl, played by Phyllis Jeanne 
Creore, was heard at the opening 
and close of the show, and in two 
other dramatic spots, one a reading 
of the St. Luke version of the story 
of the Nativity, the other a tender 
yarn by a British woman correspond- 
ent about a blind Yank flier in a 
London cocktail lounge. 

Although the ‘reunion’ phase of 
the program was not completely de- 
fined in performance, it came through 
reasonably well at times, particular- 
ly in the affecting confabs between a 
Mrs. Emma Van Coutren and five of 
her 10 children in the armed serv- 
ices. The personal reactions of a 
U. S. soldier and a Red Cross girl 
standing on ihe siie of the manger 
where Jesus was born, in the Church 
of the Nativity, in Bethlehem, with a 
soldier chorus singing Christmas 
hymns in the background, were sim- 
ple and moving, while one or two of 
the pickups from service people in 
various parts of the world were good. 

There were only two highly pro- 
fessional spots on the show, one of- 
fering Jose Iturbi in a piano solo, 
and then in a repeat of his comedy- 
guest appearance of several months 
ago with Freeman F. Gosden and 
Charles Correll (‘Amos ’n’ Andy’), 
the other Leopold Stokowski’s con- 


= 


M-Q-M's *2 Sisters and a Sailor’ completed 


New CAMEL PROGRAM, Friday 
10 p.m., EWT 


LOU CLAYTON 


Met.: 


ducting of the NBC Symphony in the 
prelude to Humperdinck’s ‘Hansel 
and Gretel’ and a Christmas compo- 
sition of Bach. 

Such spots as Lt. Rudy Vallee’s 
Coast Guard band, a Marine band at 
San Diego, a service band from Ho- 


nolulu, a Spar vocalizing from New 
Orleans and a Wave chorus from the 
Bronx, N.Y., were apparently chosen 
more because they represented the | 
armed forces than for pure enter- | 
tainment reasons. And some of the | 
soldier contributions, such as 
boys in Alaska and moments of the | 
pickup from Algiers, fell flat. 
Possibly because every single pick- 
up came through successfully and 
thus saved considerable time in the 
aggregate, the show as a whole ran 
about 12 minutes short, with a studio 
orchestra filling in. Under the cir- 
cumstances, it seemed surprising that 
Stokowski wasn’t ready with another 
selection for the NBC Symphony, or 
some other spot hadn't been pre- 
pared in case. Although the atmos- 
pheric conditions throughout the 
world seemed unusually favorable, 
the switches back and forth were in- 
clined-to be rough. Hobe. 


‘CHRISTMAS PARTY’ 

Cast: Lewis Stone, Frances Lang- 
ford, Lee Sweetland, Robert Arm- 
bruster Orch, Howard Chandler 
Chorus, Frank Barton. 

Writer: Virginia Cooke. 

Producer: Wayne Tiss. 

60 Mins.; Fri. (25) 12 noon. 

STANDARD OIL CO. OF CALI- 
FORNIA. 

WEAF-NBC, New York. 

(BBD&O) 

Despite what seemed to be almost 
constant interruptions to read 
messages from SOCAL officials to 
the 6,400 employees under arms 
from the civilian family of 19,000 
workers, this hour-long show pro- 
vided some topnotch entertainment 
and gave Frances Langford an- 
other chance to demonstrate her 
superiority over most of the singing 
gals now operating on the airwaves. 

After halting proceedings with 
‘Stardust.’ Miss Langford returned 
to duplicate her feat with one she 
uncovered on her foreign 
ment and for which she inserted a 
strong plug, tabbing it as possibly 
the song of the war. 

The work of a young soldier and 
titled ‘Please Don’t Cry,’ the song 
has simple, easy-to-remember melo- 
dy and lyrics. As sung by Miss 
Langford it sounded worthy of all 
the nice things she said about it. 
Rounding out the solo assignments 
was Lee Sweetland whose ‘Ave 
Maria’ and ‘Menico Della Patria’ 
were much better than just satis- 
factory. 

Lewis Stone made an excellent 
emcee, looping up lose ends in his 


assign- 


familiar, easy-going fashion and 
providing well-timed and phrased 
intros. He also delivered with his 


reading of the now historie N. Y. 
Sun ‘Santa Claus’ editorial against 
a pianissimo backdrop of orch and 
choral music. 

Lowell Thomas was piped in from 
Palm Springs for a _ brief Xmas 
greeting and other messages Were 
heard from H. D. Collier, sponsor 
prez: Capt. Gus Johnson, skipper 
|of a Standard Oil tanker torpedoed 
|}at sea, and Lieut. Ernest C. Ar- 
buckle, U. N., former SOCAL 
employee who was. wounded while 
in Mediterranean combat with his 
PT boat and crew. ‘Show opened 
and closed with Xmas carol bits, 
and musical chores throughout were 


ably handled by the Armbruster 
and Chandler aggregations. Donn. 


anywhere! 
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PLUS! 


WSA! shares equally the com- 
plete program production and 
talent facilities of Crosley Broad- 
casting—unequalled among local 
Cincinnati Siations—unsurpassed 
by any independent radio station 


CROSLEY OWNED AND OPERATED 


Nationa! Representatives: SPOT SALES, INC. tiewvork Chicago » San Francisco 


Follow-up Comment 


When you open with Bob Hope 
and Bing Crosby and, two hours 
later, wind up with Jack Benny and 
Judy 


| yourself a radio show! 


That's what Elgin watch did Xmas 
afternoon, 4-6 over CBS, with a 
star-studded cavalcade dedicated to 
servicemen all over the world and 
for those reached by shortwave it 
must have meant a mighty fine 
Christmas present. The two-hour 
program represented a duplication of 
a similar Thanksgiving package 
aired by Elgin but the only repeater 
was Robert Young whose expert 
piloting of the November show de- 
served an encore. He repaid the 
compliment with another smooth and 
effective bit of emceeing. 

Crosby, in addition to his insult- 
swapping chapter with Hope to start 
things off, was on with Fibber Mc- 
Gee and Molly for more gagging, 
sang ‘Sleep, Kentucky Babe’ with the 
Charioteers, soloed ‘My Heart Tells 
Me,’ and was picked to close the 
show with ‘White Christmas’ follow- 
ing the Benny-Garland crop of solid 
laughs. 

Hope didn't seem to get off to his 
usual racing start but warmed 1 
into a line of crackling gags and was 
hitting on all cylinders by the time 
Crosby appeared. After that it was 
a cinch. As each half-hour clicked 
off it appeared as though the next 
was doomed to suffer a letdown but 
nothing of the sort happened. All 
concerned, in fact, were provided 
with groovy material and made. the 
most of every opportunity. In ad- 
dition to those previously mentioned 
Carmen Miranda, Cass Daley, The 
Revuers. Lena Horne, Lum and 
Abner, Les Paul's Trio, Butch and 
Buddy, Adia Kuznetzoff and Ken 
Carpenter were on the ball all the 
way. 

Lou Silvers’ orch—another repeat 
from Thanksgiving— and the Jimmie 
Newell vocal group likewise ccn- 
tributed to the successful marathon 
package as did the deft insertion of 
plugs and_ institutional messages 
which were punchy enough but 
never interfered with enjoyment of 
the show. 


Standard Brands sponsored a spe- 
cial hour broadcast 10-11 p.m. Tues- 
day (21) on WABC-CBS, with an 
all-name talent lineup, to launch 
Fleischmann’s new ‘Bread Is Basic’ 
campaign for B-1 enriched flour. As 
such shows go, it was fairly amusing 
and impressive, seemingly well de- 
signed to give a flash sendoff to the 
product. Don Ameche was. the 
capable m.c. of the stanza, also play- 
ing a skillful stooge role for several 
acts. Fred Allen and Portland Hoffa, 
with the members of the Mighty 
Allen Art Players, offered a moder- 
ately laughable sketch about Christ- 
mas shopping. Edgar Bergen did a 
dentist routine in slightly question- 
able taste, but containing a few good 
comedy moments. Bob Burns did 
one of his characteristic skits. Dor- 
othy Lamour scored neatly with two 
songs and a patter bit with Bergen 
and Ameche. Jose Iturbi played a 


click piano solo and there were 
musical interludes by Ray Noble, 
Spike Jones and a chorus. Secre- 


tary of Agriculture Claude R. Wick- 
ard spoke briefly and there was an 
eloquent dramatic sketch about the 
discovery of vitamin B-1, with Rob- 
ert R. Williams, one of the discover- 
ers .making.a_nersonal 
neg was the agency on the program. 


Edward R. Murrow and Larry La 
Seuer handled one of the most 
sprightly and moving of the Christ- 
mas broadcasts by American service- 
men to the folks back home, the 
CBS half-hour evening ‘News of the 
World’ program originating some- 
where in England in Hangar 3 of a 
Liberator bomber group composed of 
veterans of the Ploesti and Schwein- 
furt raids. Gwen Jones, who for- 
merly worked for CBS in New York, 
was among the service girls miking. 
Interviews with fliers and ground 
crew men were topped off by excep- 
tionally good Christmas caroling, 25 
percent of the vocalists being combat 
men. Director of the singers rated 
name mention. Boys flashed beauti- 
ful harmony in ‘White Christmas,’ 
with a baritone leading. 


Bruce Hayes, with Vincent Lopez's 
band, revealed Saturday night (25) 
on the Coca-Cola ‘Spotlight Bands’ 
program (Blue), that he is fast be- 
coming one of the notable band 
singers around. A baritone, Hayes, 
who’s been with Lopez only a few 
months, revealed himself as one to 
reckon with in the swooner sweep- 
Stakes because of a neat lilt to his 
voice and careful diction. The boy’s 
really got that throb, too. The Lopez 
band itself did a bangup job in play- 
ing before the wounded at the St. 
Albans, L. I., Naval Hospital, with 
Lopez’s pianistics and Karol Sing- 
er’s jiving also standout. 


What we said about the Dec. 19th 
Phileo show goes again for the same 
hour on Dec. 26. If you didn’t read 
what we said last week in this de- 
partment about the Dec. 19th show 


just let it go—but it wasn’t bad, 
friend, it wasn’t bad. 


Garland—brother, you've got \ 
| programs that are going commercial 


BOSTON SYMPHONY ORCH 
With Serge Koussevitsky, Clifton 
Fadiman, Gene Hamilton 
60 Mins., Sat., 8:30-9:30 p.m, 
ALLIS-CHALMERS CO. 
WJZ-Blue, New York 
(Compton) 


Offering further evidence of a new 
trend in radio—the increasing num- 
ber of educational and public service 


—is the Allis-Chalmers Co. sponsor- 
ship of the Boston Symphony orches- 
tra, one of the top musical organiza- 
tions, under the direction of Serge 
Koussevitsky. The orchestra, previ- 
ously heard Saturday nights as a 
Blue network sustaining program, 
bowed in under the Allis-Chalmers 
aegis Christmas night, thus marking 
the third web to obtain sonsorship 
of one of the nation’s renowned or- 
chestras. 

The tendency of top industrialists 
and manufacturers toward the fos- 
tering of better understanding is 
perhaps more pointed in the case of 
the Allis-Chalmers coin outlay for 
the Boston Symphony series. For 
whereas the U. S. Rubber Co., in its 
sponsorship of the New York Phil- 
harmonic Symphony on CBS, and 
General Motors, with its NBC Sym- 
phony orchestra series, have closer 
and more immediate consumer ties, 
the gains of the Boston symph spon- 
sors, makers of turbines, tractors and 
other machinery and_ engineering 
equipment, will obviously interpret 
themselves in terms of goodwill and 
harmonious post-war labor relations. 

Keyed to these ambitious and lau- 
datory aims were Gene Hamilton’s 
initial commercials—at the beginning 
and end of the program—wWhich 
were models of terseness and con- 
cise, understandable copy. In a 
minimum of time Hamilton acquaint- 
ed the American public with the 
Milwaukee concern’s output: of how 
the Allis-Chalmers equipment has 
both a direct and indirect bearing on 
virtually every consumer commod- 
ity, ranging from lighting, clothing, 
furniture, the stone crushers that 
make for better roads, the farm 
tractors behind the food output, the 
turbines that keep the mills and war 
plant rolling, etc. Thus the copy was 
cuea io a ‘live better, fight better’ 
theme and the ‘furthering of Ameri- 
can good living.’ 

The opening program was appro- 
priate to the Yuletide season, featur- 
ing the Handel Concerto Grosso in 
B Minor for String Orchestra, which 
was given a flawless performance. 
Equally impressive was Koussevit- 
sky’s inspired batoning of the Sibe- 
lius Fifth Symphony. 

Clifton Fadiman has been engaged 
as the mid-mark commentator, on 
the opening program relating some 
interesting sidelights of the 18th 
Century Handel and of how, out of 
his interest in the London Foundling 


hospital. was to emerge universal 
recognition of his famed ‘Messiah’ 
oratorio. Rose. 


‘CHRISTMAS OVERSEAS’ 
Producers; Leon Goldstein, Garrett 

Hollihan 
Announcer: Michael Sage 
5 Hrs.; Saturday, 5:03 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WMCA, New York 

An ambitious Christmas present 
for New Yorkers was cooked up by 
WMCA execs to bridge the gaps be- 
tween New York servicemen and 
their families. Holiday messages 
from GIs in widely-scattered sta- 
tions throughout the world were 
picked up via shortwave and re- 
broadcast. Schedule called for pick- 
ups from New Delhi, Chungking, 
Melbourne, Honolulu, Balboa, Cairo, 
Glasgow, London, San Juan, Recife 
and Natal, Brazii: "However, the eié- 
ments did their own pruning and 
pared off the New Delhi, Honolulu 


!and Cairo airings. 


Typical of the sessions from 
abroad was the one from Chung- 
king. The boys and girls were 
gathered in the Red Cross center 
there and opened their part of the 
proceedings by singing ‘Silent Night.’ 
Then Floyd Rogers, director of the 
Red Cross in Chungking. interviewed 
the servicemen and gals from the 
Metropolitan area. The messages re- 
layed home were surprisingly like 
the letters that the boys and girls 
write home. The things thev_ said 
had the same poignant effect as 
their V-mail and provided throat- 
clogging listening. The Chungking 
pickup closed with a community 
‘Jingle Bells’ sing. The other 


| sessions followed the same format. 


The intervals between pickups 
were filled by transcriptions, inter- 
views, ete. Dr. Frank Kingdon, 
WMCA news analyst, read a Christ- 
mas greeting from the station to the 
servicemen and the listening public 
which took the form of a prayer for 
victory and peace in the New Year. 
Interesting to note that the Honolulu 
pickup fell through because of faulty 
connections between the shortwave 
station there and the USO club from 
which the broadcast emanated— 
usually the most reliable of spots in 
shortwave pickups. The program 
was rebroadcast so that those who 
had missed their families on the 
early broadcast could heat them 
later. Announcements were inter- 


‘BROADWAY SHOWTIME’ 

With Rise Stevens, William Gaxton, 
Johnny Morgan, Connie Desmond, 
Jay Blackton’s orch, Ballantine 
chorus 

Director and Writer: Ed Rice 

30 Mins.; Mon. 10:30-11 p.m. 

P. BALLANTINE & SONS 

WABC-CBS, New York 

(J. Walter Thompson) 

This replacement for ‘Three Ring 
Time’ is based upon a solid commer- 
cial premise, varied ingredients call- 
ing for a condensation of a hit musi-e 
cal with original leads wherever pos- 
sible and with guest names who 
carry with them assured entertain- 
ment qualities. 

Unfortunately the show’s pi 
(27) didn’t live up to the promise it 
held out on paper. Main weakness 
seems to be in the writing. William 
Gaxton and Johnny Morgan carried 
the chief burden of dialog which 
contained weak sides of patter that 
often failed to hit its intended mark, 
Often the punch lines could be gre- 
dicted too far in advance to be really 
effective. 

Initial show, ‘Connecticut Yankee,’ 
which starred Gaxton in the 1927 
stage version, seemed dated despite 
the treatment which called for refer- 
ences to modern times. However, 
they did get a few solid laughs with 
cracks about important politicos. 

Original Dick Rodgers score holds 
up well, as also evidenced in the 
legiter revival current at the Martin 
Beck, N. Y. With Rise Stevens, the 
Metop star, delineating ‘My Heart 


Stood Still’ and ‘Thou Swell,’ pro- 
gram’s entertainment reached its 
apex. 


Morgan's solo is the tin-horn bit 
from his vaude repertoire which 
served him well in that medium and 
does similar service here. Otherwise 
reliance on the show's writers slowed 
up his reception considerably. 

Jay Blackton, ‘Oklahoma’ or¢h 
leader, still lacks the polish necessary 
for radio performance, but that’s 
something he should pick up within 
a short time. 

Commercials by Connie Desmond 
are gracefully introed and often done 
in a kidding key. Chief emphasis was 
devoted to the current suds shortage. 


various cities were: Floyd Rogers 
(Chungking); Raymond Patterson 
(Melbourne); Edwin Bond (Hono- 


lulu); E. C. Stevens (Balboa); Alton 
Jackson (Cairo); Lindsey MacHarrie 
(Glasgow); Maj. Brooks Watson 
(London); Richard Evans (San 
Juan). and H. Simms (Recife). 


REACH 


MORE PEOPLE 


MORE MONEY 


MORE BUYING 


spersed throughout the whole stanza | 


asking the public to inform the fam- 
ilies of the men appearing on the 
program that they had been on and 
could be heard on the rebroadcast. 
The station also announced that 
recordings would be sent to the 
men’s families upon request. 
Handling the sessions from the 


utan’s NBC station 


Matveng! Representotive BLAIR & CO. 
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Inside Stufl—Radio 


‘NBC Handbook of Pronunciation,’ a 289-page volume compiled by James 
F. Bender, chairman of the Department of Speech at Queens College and 
director of the Queens Speech and Hearing Service Center, has just come 
off the presses. Book, published by Thomas Y. Crowell Co., has been 
especially designed as a quick reference for announcers to assure correct, 
standard pronunciation in their broadcasts. 

Containing 12,000 words that figure in the war news, names of famous 
people, musical terms and thousands of everyday pronunciation demons, 
the new encyclopedic volume is a three-way approach to correct pronun- 
ciation, showing the way a word sounds, how it is spelled, and the proved 
scientific pronunciation key. 


Recent facelifting at CBS’ N. Y. headquarters has moved James Fas- 
sett’s music division froin the 18th to the 17th floor and brought Dr. Lyman 
Bryson, director of education, from the 9th to the 18th to be on the same 
floor with Douglas Coulter. v.p. in charge of programs. Other office 
switches are in the works. Private sanctums for news analysts and re- 
porters are being readied in the 17th floor newsroom, and Prof. W. Cabell 
Greet has been installed on the same floor so news mikemen can brush up 
on their pronunciations, syntax and enunciation with ease. Press info re- 
cently dropped from the 17th to 6th floor, and CBS also has leased space 
at 501 Madison avenue for program records and analysis divisions of the 
Research Dept. 


The statement delivered by Niles Trammell, president of NBC, before 
the Senate Interstate Commerce committee, Dec. 7-8, during hearings on 
the White-Wheeler bill amending the Communications Act of 1934 has 
been printed in booklet form by the network for distribution throughout 
the industry, to newspapers and others interested in the proposed legisla- 
tion. Titled ‘Radio Must Remain Free’, the booklet contains Trammell’s 
complete statement as well as four exhibits referred to in his appearance 
before the committee. 


Outgrowth of a surprise, Simon Barere, concert pianist, will guest on 
the NBC Concert orchestra stanza on Sunday (2) afternoon (12-12:30 p.mJ. 
Barere had been listening to the Dec, 11 shortwave broadcast of the ‘GI 
Varieties’ program from Algiers and was startled to hear the announce- 
ment that his 21-year-old pianist son, Cpl. Simon Barere, Jr., would play. 
It was the first inkling Barere had as to where his son was stationed. 

As a return favor, the father will play one of his son’s favorites, the 
Liszt’s Piano Concerto in E Flat. 


Baukhage, in his Wednesday noon (22) commentary from Washington 
over the Blue, commented on ‘Variety’s’ report of what Eric Sevareid ‘(of 
CBS) said about the glib talk sent to American service men on far distant 
fronts, ‘and how civilians are winning the war’. Baukhage related the 
incident of how Sevareid had been downed in a Burma jungle, bringing 
in the ‘Variety’ story while discussing the waste in war and the ‘mis- 
handling’ by certain federal officials of the railway men’s case. 


New Lombardo Show 
Starts on Blue Jan. 16 


Guy Lombardo and his orchestra 
will be featured on a new show 
starting Sunday, Jan. 16, from 10:30 
to 11 p.m. (EWT) over 70 stations 
of the Blue, sponsored by Larus & 
Bros. (Chelsea cigarettes-Edgeworth 
tobacco). 

Title of the program has not been 
decided. Warwick & Legler is 
agency. 

Lombardo recently completed a 
stint on ‘Three Ring Time’ for Bal- 
lantine Beer, heard Monday nights 
from 10:30 to 11 (EWT) over CBS. 


Blue's ‘Saludos 


Now 


Latin-American versions of ‘Salu- 
dos Amigos,’ Blue show, put on by 
the Coordinator of Inter-American 
Affairs, Monday (11:30 to 12 p.m.) 
are now being shortwaved to coun- 
tries below the border. 

First show shortwaved with Span- 
ish continuity was heard in Latin 
America some four months ago, but 
response was so heavy that it is now 
being adopted as general policy. Vic- 
toria Cordova, singer, and Paul La- 
Valle’s orch do the show, with 
Arnold Moss as m.c. 


Edw. C. Hill Sked 


Edwin C. Hill has been added as a 
regular feature of the Fighting Coast 
aired Thursdays, 
7:30 to 8 p.m. on the Blue Network. 
Each week Hill will speak on some 


Guard program, 


phase of Coast Guard activity. 


Although the program originates 
in Washington, Hili’s portion of the 
picked up from 


show will be 
New York. 


Television on a seven-days-a-week 
‘schedule in the New York area be- 
ginning Sunday (2) was _ assured 
'metropolitan set owners with a 
change in tele broadcasting times at 
NBC. The network also skedded its 
first tele boxing program from Madi- 
son Square Garden, N. Y., tonight 
(Wed.) when Bob Stanton is slated 
to describe the full program of Mike 
Jacobs’ fistic presentation for the 
hear-see camera. 

Effective Mon. (3) NBC’s metro- 
politan television station, WNBT, 
will split its rerular weekly four- 
hour sked, heretofore broadcast only 
on Monday, and will transmit tele 
news films and film feature programs 
Mondays and Saturdays, 8 to 10 p.m. 
Only deviation from this schedule, 
the network explained, will be when 
Madison Square Garden sports 
events fall on either of those nights. 


When boxing, hockey, basketball 
or other Garden affairs take place on 
other nights NBC will increase its 
tele time to allow for the regular 
Monday and Saturday spots as well 
as the live sports shows programmed 
for the benefit of ailing servicemen 
hospitalized in and about New York. 

New NBC setup plugs the Saturday 
night hole in New York tele cover- 
age. Starting Jan. 2 Dumont pro- 
grams will be broadcast Sundays, 
Tuesdays and Wednesdays with CBS 
on Thursdays and Fridays and 
WNBT active the other two days. 

Tonight’s boxing tele show was 
set up through an arrangement with 
Gillette and WOR-Mutual, which 
hold radio broadcasting rights to the 
Jacobs-promoted fights and it’s un- 
derstood future bouts also will be 
televized although no arrangement 
has yet been concluded for the entire 


N.Y. Area Goes on 7-Day-A-Week 
Tele Schedule Starting Sunday (2) 


‘lineup of fights. 


Only those bouts 
chosen by the promoter will be made 
available to WNBT. 

Because the entire Gillette-Mutual 
sports staff is tied up this week pre- 
paring for four New Year's Day 
Bowl football games being spon- 
sored by the razor company, Don 
Dunphy and Bill Corum, regular 
fight announcers, will not be on the 
air tonight from the Garden, giving 
WNBT the sole ether rights to the 
program. In the future, however, 
when Garden bouts are televized the 
regular WOR-Mutual crew also will 
be on hand for the sponsored ‘sound 
only’ broadcasts. 


NBC SYMPH’S XMAS 
CONCERT FOR KIDDIES 


For the third year in a row NBC 
is presenting a special Christmas 
concert for children, by Leopold 
Stokowski and the NBC Symphony 
orch tomorrow (30). Some 1,200 
school children have been invited to 
attend in NBC’s N. Y. studio 8-H. 


Only half of the 60-minute concert 
will be broadcast (12:30-1 p.m.) with 
the rest being strictly a studio per- 
formance for the youngsters. In- 
cluded in the airtime portion will be 
selections from the ‘Nutcracker 
Suite,’ Grieg’s ‘Anitra’s Dance’ and 
‘Mountain Gnomes and Goblins’ and 
‘Silent Night’ to be sung by the 
youthful audience. 


Portland, Ore.—Don Kneass, news 
editor, and Jack Eichenberger, die 
rector of publicity and sales promoe- 
tion at KGW-KEX, Army-bound, 


FOR TUESDAY 


Current favorite among WLW advertisers and 
their agencies is ‘The Listening Finger Points”, 
Hooper's portfolio on all radio listening in the 
great Middle West. The vivid picture it portrays 


of the dominance they enjoy on The Nation's 

Station probably accounts for the fact that 
MORE ADVERTISERS SPEND MORE MONEY TO SELL 
MORE MERCHANDISE TO MORE PEOPLE ON WLW THAN 
ON ANY OTHER RADIO STATION IN THE WORLD. 


* 

* — 


“THE NATION'S MOST MERCHANDISE-ABLE STATION 
“DIVISION OF: THE: CROSLEY CORPORATION ~~ 
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Revised Radio Bill 
Jan. 15; Regarded 


Seen Ready By 


Only As ‘Stop-Gap’ 


+ 


Washington, Dec. 28. 


New radio legislati by Jan. 15! 
| Bowl Games to Be DXd 


Chairman Burton K. Wheeler of the 
Senate Interstate Commerce Com- 
mittee which earlier this month 
concluded lengthy hearings on the 
White-Wheeler Bill. 

Authors of the bill are planning 
frequent conferences during the 
recess and may have a revised bill 
ready for the Committee when 
Congress reconvenes. 

Wheeler’s main interest at this 
time is seeing some requirement 
added to assure rounded discussion 
on controversial issues, it is re- 
ported. Also likely that he will 
press for a_ senatorial confirmation 
of the FCC’s network rules and for 
a declaration of policy on the 
knotty newspaper ownership ques- 
tion. 

The question is not so much one 
of free speech, Wheeler said, as of 
‘whether the Government is going to 
license anyone to bring into your 
home only the ideas which he may 
want you to hear. The radio can 
be an instrument of great good or 
for the greatest amount of evil. 
Neither Government nor industry 
should have exclusive control of it. 
We must find the in-between ground 
upon which to base our legislation.’ 

It seems probable that if Wheeler 
succeeds in bringing a bill out next 
month, it will merely be a stop-gap 
measure with the bulk of the re- 
vision to come at a later date— 
probably after the war, when it is 
seen what new developments in 
radio are supreme. 


Cincinnati—Latest femme addition 
to WCKY’s staff is Rosemary Freien- 
stein, newcomer in radio. She's ad- 


sistant to Margaret Dotson, director 
of promotions. 


Selling 


COLD 
TABLETS 


KWK 


--- Shreveport 


George E. Halley 


TEXAS RANGERS LIBRARY 


HOTEL PICKWICK KANSAS CITY, MO. 


ingers Use 


AND ARRANGEMENTS 


By FLORRIE JAYE 

ments for Dance Acts). Write care 
Talent Promotion Corp., 67 W. 44th 
St... N. V.. Murray Hill 2-1635. 


| 


(also arrange- | 


To Fighters Overseas 


Washington, Dec. 28. 

The War Dept. announced Mon- 
day (27) that New Year's Day bowl | 
games will be shortwaved to fighting 
men throughout the world. 

First to take the air will be the 
'Orange Bowl contest at Miami be- | 
ltweer Louisiana State and Texas 
A. & M. This will be beamed to 
England, Mediterranean area, Alaska 
land the Aleutians at 1 p.m. (EWT). 
| Three hours later, the Cotton Bowl 
| tilt at Dallas between Texas and 
‘the Randolph Field service eleven 
| will go out to England and the 
Mediterranean. 

The California vs. Washington 
Rose Bowl game will be beamed to 
South America, Alaska and the 
‘Aleutians at kickoff time, 4 p.m. 
(EWT) with rebroadcast next day 
for the Atlantic war zones. 


Seek Switch of WCLE 
From Cleve. to Akron; 


WHKC in Extension Bid 


Akron, Dec. 28. 

An application to move WCLE 
from Cleveland to Akron for opera- 
tion with increased time and power 
under the call letters of WHKK, has 
been filed with the Federal Com- 
munications Commission by H. K. 
Carpenter, vice president and gen- 
eral manager of the United Broad- 
casting Co., operators of WCLE. It’s 
now on the air as a daytime station 
in Cleveland. Same company Op- 
erates WHK, fulltime Cleveland sta- 
tion. 

Simultaneously an application for 
the extension of daily operating time 
for WHKC, Columbus, was filed. The 
two applications are inter-dependent 
because they involve the shifting of 
the 610 kilocycle to Columbus and 
taking the 640 frequency now used 
by WHKC to Akron. 

Application for the move to Akron 
calls for the doubling of the power 
of WCLE and construction of a di- 
rective antenna system at a site near 
Akron. In the event WHKK is es- 
tablished here, the operators plan to 
negotiate for Mutual network pro- 
gram. 


Set Retailers’ Program 
As 4th War Loan Prelim 


Washington, Dec. 28. 

NBC will air a special broadcast 
for the nation’s 5,000,000 retailers at 
12:30-1 p.m. tomorrow (29) as a pre- 
liminary aid to the Treasury in put- 
ting across the Fourth War Loan 
Drive. 

Featured speakers will be Secre- 
(tary of ‘Yrcasury Henry Morgenthau, 
| Ted R. Gamble, director of the 
iTreasury’s War Finance Division and 
Delos Walker of the Retailers’ War 
Campaigns Committee, with Ben 
Grauer as m.c. 

Retailers will be gathered at spe- 
cial luncheons throughout the coun- 
try for the show with stations in the 
west using transcriptions to air pro- 
gram at a better hour locally. 


Babbitt Vice Lilley 
In WCAU (Philly) Post. 


Philadelphia, Dec. 28. 


director of WCAU. He takes the 
place of George Lilley who resigned. | 

Babbitt is a former Philly news- | 
naperman and was one-time pub-| 
licity director for WPEN. Lilley is | 
ex-radio editor of the Philly Record. | 


“For This We Fight” a 


For Lowell Thomas w 


We MAKE BoREDOM GO 


“A hearty vote of thanks we owe 
For what is best in radio! 


For Amos and Andy, dear to all; 


WMBG, our praise to you!” 
For the best in ’43, stay tuned to WMBG. 


nd “Music Hall,” 


ith what is news, 


Gil Babbitt, formerly of the NBC} 
news department, last week was ap- 


C OA C H i x & pointed publicity and special events 


| Starting Jan. 2. 


;.second RKO film. 


Oakland Dept. Store In 
5-Hr. Xmas Air Pitch 


Oakland, Cal., Dec. 28. 

One of the most ambitious groups 
of Christmas programs ever broad- 
cast locally was sponsored by Cap- 
well, Sullivan & Firth, local de- 
partment store, Christmas Eve and 
Christmas Day over KLX. The group 
comprised 16 special Yuletide pro- 
grams, lasting approximately five 


and one-half hours in all. 


Shows ran the gamut from 10 min- 
utes duration to half-hour programs, 
and included everything from Xmas 
carols to the relating of the First 
Christmas by Frank Luther, 


Philly Musicians Local 
Talks Contract Terms 
With Network Stations 


Philadelphia, Dec. 28. 
The Musicians Union, Local 17, 
last week started negotiations with 
the three local network stations 
whose contracts expire Jan. 17. The 


three outlets are WCAU (CBS), 
(NBC) and WFIL (Blue). 
Local independent stations have 


contrects running until September. 

Frank P. Liuzzi, Local 77 prexy, 
said he expected no difficulties in 
arriving at terms for the new pact. 
Observers say that agreement with 
WCAU will give a hint to future re- 
lationship between CBS and _ the 
Musicians Union. Dr. Leon Levy, 


WCAU prexy, and I. D. Levy, WCAU 
vice-prexy, are large stockholders in 
the Columbia chain. 

KYW is the largest link in the 
Westinghouse chain and one of the 
most important NBC outlets. 


Thompson Biz 


Continued from page 21 


66 minutes; Ballantine-‘Broadway 
Showtime’ (CBS), 30 minutes; Old 
Gold-Sammy Kaye (CBS), 30 min- 
utes; Vimms-Sinatra (CBS), 30 min- 
utes; Kraft-Bing Crosby (NBC), 30 
minutes; RCA-‘What’s New’ (Blue), 
60 minutes. In addition the total 
Ford time, which will include the 
Tommy Dorsey five-night-a-week 
program and the 15-minute Satur- 
day and Sunday night shows in the 
spot now occupied by Earl Godwin 
on the Blue, will amount to one 
hour and 45 minutes, with an addi- 
tional 30 minutes for Elgin-‘Nero 
Wolf,’ 35 minutes for the Johns Man. 
ville and Parker Pen news broad- 
casts, and the two 15-minute White 
Owl-Raymond Clapper stanzas on 
Mutual, 

Young & Rubicam’s roster follows: 

‘Silver Theatre’ (CBS), 30 min- 
utes; Gulf-‘We, the People’ (CBS), 
30 minutes; Gen. Foods-Jack Benny 
(NBC), 30 minutes; Johnson & John- 
son-Edwin C. Hill (CBS), 15 min- 
utes; Lever Bros.-Burns and Allen 
(CBS), 30 minutes; Cummer Prod- 
ucts-‘Mystery Theatre’ (NBC), 30 
minutes; Bristol Myers-Duffy’s Tav- 
ern (Blue), 30 minutes: Bristol 
Myers-Eddie Cantor (NBC), 30 min- 
utes; Cummer Products-‘Battle of the 
Sexes’ (Blue), 30 minutes; Celanese- 
‘Great Moments of Music’ (CBS), 30 
minutes; Gen. Foods-Dinah Shore 
(CBS), 30 minutes; Gen. Foods-‘Ald- 
rich Family’ (NBC), 30 minutes; 
‘March of Time’ (NBC), 30 minutes; 
Gen. Foods-Kate Smith (CBS), 60 
minutes; Petry Wine - ‘Sherlock 
Holmes’ (Mutual), 30 minutes, and 
the fortheoming Goodyear-Walter 
Pidgeon (CBS) show, 30 minutes. 


Como Takes Over CBS 
Spot Vacated by Sinatra 


Perry Como takes over the 7:15-| the taxable’ year in which the sale 
nights fFoccurred. 


CBS Sunday 

This is the quarter 
hour inaugurated six weeks cr 
ago by Frank Sinatra and which he 
is vacating to go to Hollywood for a 
It’s opposite Jack 


7:30 spot on 


Benny on NBC. 

Como formerly occupied the 4:45- 
5 p.m. period on CBS five days a 
week, but when he started a theatre 
tour two weeks ago this time was 
taken over by Raymond Scott's 
orchestra. 


Purina Mills Tex. Show 
San Antonio, Dec. 28. 
The Purina Mills is sponsoring a 
series of broadcasts over WOAI three 
times per week for a quarter hour 
for its Checkerboard Feeds. 
Airings will be heard on Tuesday, 
Thursday and Saturday and _ will 
feature music by Slim Cox and his 


Continued fr 


become more strikingly evident. The 
vital role of radio in relation to pub- 
lic opinion and national morale, and 
hence in relation to the war, is uni- 
versally admitted; yet no effective 
policy has been evolved, because 
commercial management has resisted 
suggestions for over-all planning, it 
is true that many fine programs have 
been offered by networks and indi- 
vidual stations, and many good direc- 
tives have issued from the Office of 
War Information and related agen- 
cies. 
Reader’s Digest Attack 

‘At the same time, however, sharp 
criticism has been voiced by various 
groups of the public, both expert 
and lay. Perhaps the most striking 
of these challenges has come from a 
rather unexpected quarter. In _ its 
August, 1942, issue, the Reader’s 
Digest launched a virulent attack 
upon what it called ‘Radio's Plug 
Uglies.’ It invited letters from read- 
ers on the subject of offensive ad- 
vertising plugs, and in the October 
issue was able to report that 15,000 
letters had already been received 
from listeners all over the country, 
denouncing the radio announcers’ 
outpourings. In spite of public atten- 
tion and debate, Congress has done 
little or nothing to forge a policy 
for radio-broadcasting in wartime. 
Leading members of both the House 
and Senate have confessed virtually 
complete ignorance of the issues in- 


Ease Capital Gains Tax 
For Sta. Owners With 
2 Outlets in Same City 


Washington, Dec. 28. 

New provision written into the tax 
bill by the Senate Finance Commit- 
tee eases up the capital gains tax 
for broadcast station owners with 
two outlets in the single city, who 
may be forced to sell one under the 
recent FCC order. About 50 stations 
would be affected. 

Report of the committee to the 
senate, made publie last Thursday 


(23), explains the section as fol- 
lows: 
‘The Federal Communications 


Commission, in pursuance of the pol- 
icy of eliminating common owner- 
ship of directly competing radio fa- 
cilities, may condition applications’ 
for renewal of licenses or other ap- 
plications upon the elimination of 
such common control and disposi- 
tion of some of the facilities or 
property. This section, for which 
there is no corresponding provision 
in the house bill, provides that a 
sale or exchange of property re- 
quired by order of the commission 
or required as a condition of grant- 
ing certain applications shall, at the 
election of the taxpayer, be treated 
as an involuntary conversion of 
property. 

‘The taxpayer may thus elect to 
have the benefits of section 112 (f). 
If the property is converted into 
property similar or related in serv- 
ice, or the entire proceeds forth- 
with expended in the acquisition of 
such property or in the establish- 
ment of a proper replacement fund, 
no gain is recognized. Gain, if any, 
is recognized to the extent of the 
money which is not so expended. 


‘This section provides that the 
part of the gain, if any, which is 
recognized after the application of 
Section 112 (f) shall not be recog- 
nized to the extent that it is applied 
to reduce the basis of depreciable 
property remeining in the hands of 


hillbilly. boys. 


the taxpayer immediately after the 
sale, or acquired by the taxpayer in 


When all the proceeds of 
a sale or exchange is not. invested 
in . similar reduction 
in the basis of the remaining assets 
shall be as of the date of such sale 
or exchange, 


‘The manner and amount of such 


nronerty 


Harvard Radio Research 


om page 20 


volved. One of the most striking 
special fields requiring careful atten- 
tion is that of foreign-language 
broadcasting. Nothing responsible 
has been said or done on this score 
in Conress or by its committees, and 
yet there can be little doubt that the 
issues involved are crucial. In the 
absence of any guiding policy from 
Congress, the Federal Communica- 
tions Commission had to venture into 
this field without adequate authority 
or directives. 

During the summer of 1943 the Cox 
committee investigating the FCC was 
almost entirely concerned with the 
activities of the Commission against 
pro-Fascist Italian and German 
language broadcasters, and attempted 
to prove that there was no legal 
authority for the ‘domination of for- 
eign language broadcasting stations 
by the FCC...’ Actually, at the re- 
quest of the Office of Censorship, and 
in line with its responsibility to use 
the licensing power in the public in- 
terest. The Commission had done a 
good job of investigating and causing 
removal of pro-Fascists who were 
broadcasting in Italian and Geriman. 

The weaknesses of our Congres- 
sional system show up strongly in 
the regulation of radio-broadcasting. 
The failure of the democratic process 
to function satisfactorily raises grave 
general issues’ transcending this 
study. But in the particular field 
with which we are concerned the 
facts speak eloquently and call for a 
specific remedy. Only through such 
a committee could at least some 
members of Congress acquire the 
knowledge demanded by the techni- 
cal complexity of radio and the cru- 
cial nature of the issues involved. 
Only when guided by such a com- 
mittee will Congress be able to rise 
to the task of formulating a genuine 
public policy for radio broadcasting 
in the country which has seen the 
most extraordinary development of 
this medium of opinion, propaganda, 
and morale, under a unique system 
of private ownership and govern- 
ment control. 


MATERIEL 
FROM A 


PRODUCTION LINE 
IN A 


BOOM 
TOWN 


REACH THESE 
MARKETS WITH 


RADIO 


reduction of basis is to be deter- 
mined under regulations, The sec- 
tion provides that the taxpayer’s 
election shall be made on his tax re- 
turn, except that for the taxable 
years beginning before Jan. 1, 1944, 
it may be made by a statement filed 
within six months after the effective 
date of the Revenue Act of 1943. 
Gain, if any, will be recognized to 
the extent’ remaining after the ap- 
plication of Section 112 (f) and ap- 
plication to the reduction of basis of 
depreciable property. 

‘The section is applicable with re- 
spect to taxable years after Dec. 31, 
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ERNEST LIEBMAN 
1440 Broadway, New York 
Direction: William Morris Agcy. 
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Inside Stuf—Orchestras-Music 


Story that the ASCAP board had 


turned down a $10,000 bonus to Fred 


Alhert for his part in framing the Leslie-Alhert plan, the new ASCAP 
rating system that goes into effect Jan. 1, ’44, was only partially correct, 
according to John G. Paine, general manager of the Society. Correct angle 
is that Deems Taylor, ASCAP’s prexy, suggested that Aihert be given a 
$10,000 bonus for his past three years’ work as chairman of the relief 


committee. 


The board of directors did turn down the suggestion, but, according to 
Paine, the Alhert plan was never mentioned. Reason for the nixing was 
pecause the directors didn’t want any money to go with the chairmanship 
of any committee, lest it set a precedent. 


Paramount, N. Y., began advertising the presence of Gene Krupa in 
Tommy Dorsey’s band this week. Ads in various dailies are the first such 


attention Krupa has gotten since he gave up his own orchestra. 


In all 


the time he was with Benny Goodman at the New Yorker hotel, N. Y., no 


mention was made of him in advertising. 
Krupa will stay with Dorsey’s band, going to the Coast with it in 


February. 


Teddy Walters feturned to the Tommy Dorsey band last week in time 


to open the Paramount theatre, N. Y., with it Wednesday (22). 


His dis- 


pute with Dorsey over a contract has not been settled, but he rejoined 


the outfit pending the ironing of the difficulties. 


Dorsey wanted Walters 


to sign a three-year contract and the vocalist’s manager, Jack Gale, coun- 


tered with a six months’ offer. 


Dorsey couldn't see it that way, since he 


is using Walters on his new Ford“adio program and in Metro pictures 
and didn’t want to lose him too quickly following such a buildup. 


Bands at Hotel B.O.’s 


(Presented herewith, as a weekly tabulation, is the estimated cover 
charge business being done by name bands in various New York hotels. 
Dinner business (7-10 p.m.) not rated. Figures after name of hotel give 
room capacity and cover charge. Larger amount designates weekend and 
holiday price. Compilation is based on period from Monday to Saturday.) 


Covers Total 


Weeks Past Cevers 

Band Hotel Played Week On Date 
Ray Heatherton. .Biltmore (400; $1-$1.50)............. 28 1,200 39,500 
Lani McIntire*.. Lexington (300; 75c-$1.50).......... 98 1,750 175,700 
Sonny Dunham...New Yorker (400; $1-$1.50)......... 2 2,125 4,100 
Charlie Spivak... Pennsylvania (500; $1-$1.50)........ 1 3,925 3,925 
Xavier Cugat ... Waldorf (550; $2) 1,525 1,525 
Count Basie..... Lincoln (275; 7 1,625 11,725 
Guy Lombardo .. Roosevelt (400; $1-$1.50)........... 12 2,150 27,975 
Enric Madriguera Commodore (400; $1-$1.50)......... 6 1,000 8,025 
Abe Lyman...... Essex House (300; $1-$1.50)......... 4 1,150 6,050 


* Asterisks indicate a supporting floor show. New Yorker and Biltmore 
have ice shows. Waldorf has Annamary Dickey and Rudenko & Zoritch. 


Tommy Dorsey 806, J. Dorsey 1136, 
Sock, N. Y., Herman Wow 236, Newark 


(Estimates for This Week) 

Georgie Auld, New York (State: 
3,450; 35-$1.10)—-With Phil Brito and 
Johnny Burke on stage and “Thou- 
sands Cheer’ (M-G) (2d run). Ex- 
tended run of picture at Astor across 
the street during fall no doubt hold- 
ing biz down to $35,000 or under, 
good. 

Milt Britton, Providence (Metro- 
politan; 3,200; 36-59)—With ‘Smart 
Guy’ (Mono), and, Tony Canzoneri, 
on stage. Not too bad at $5,000 in 
three-day weekend run. ; 

Jimmy Dersey, New York (Roxy; 
5,886; 55-$1.10)—With Bill Robinson, 
in person, and ‘Gang’s All Here’ 
(26th). In order te round out year 
evenly, week is being recorded on 
-books as starting. Saturday (Xmas) 
and extending through New Year’s 
eve when $2.20 will be charged; on 
these seven days looks a mighty 
$140,000, second highest ever scored 
by theatre. Initial three days, last 
Wednesday - Thursday - Friday, was 
$27,000, which on the old basis of 
weeks makes $113,000 for actual first 
seven days through last night (Tues- 
day). 

Temmy Dorsey, New York (Para- 
mount; 3,664; 35-$1.10)—With ‘Riding 
High’ (Par). Sock b.o. combination 
of picture and the Dorsey band ac- 
counted for a very big 980.000 on 
first week concluded last night 


- (Teesday ), despite fuct iniiial tiree 


days were in the pre-Xmas period. 
Benny _Geodman, Philadelphia 
Earle; 2,760; 35-85)—Plus ‘Crime 
Doctor’s Strangest Case’ (Col). Wow 
$37,500, with band getting big play 
Tom youngsters. 
—s Gray, New York (Strand; 2,- 
35-$1.10)—With Willie Howard, 
and ‘Northern Pursuit’ 
$37,000 In fifth (final) week, looking 
“a Run has been highly 
Woedy Herman, Newark (Adams: 
$5-90)—With ‘Mr. Muggs Steps 
plus Paul Winchell, Ma- 
On stage. Scaling to 
000, with new house rec- 
both Saturday, Sun- 
at gate ay. Band is big power 
itols Himber, New York (Cap- 
; 35-$1.10)—With Kathryn 
ale re Lou Holtz, others, in per- 
Stage : Guy Named Joe’ (M-G). 
ing to Upport for picture contribut- 
‘ $70,000 or near. 
( Teagarden, San Francisco 
nm Gate;, 2,850; 55-75)—With 


(‘Government Girl’ (RKO). Picture 
is in second week, being first for 
the band. Teagarden outfit credited 
with keeping take up to solid $25,000. 
Jerry Wald, Boston (RKO Boston; 
3.200; 44-99)—Plus Patricia Morison, 
Chaz Chase, Samuels Brothers, oth- 
ers, on stage, and ‘Tarzan’s Desert 
Mystery’ (RKO). Wald probably re- 
sponsible for rising level of biz to 
nice $23,000 following offish weeks. 


REG CONNELLY 


Observes 


‘Most Big War Songs Are 
Not Written As War Songs’ 


in 
VARIETY ’s 
38th Anniversary Edition 


Post-War Show Business 
Number 


Dorsey Vs. Dorsey 
Big B.0. on Bway 


This week is Dorsey week on 
Broadway. Between them the broth- 
ers, opposing each other at the Par- 
amount and Roxy, will draw almost 
$200,000. Jimmy, at the Roxy, a 
larger theatre by 2,220 seats (5,886), 
drew approximately $113,000 or 
over, and Tommy, at the Paramount 
(3,664), rounded up about $80,000. 
Film at the Roxy is ‘Gang’s All Here’ 
(20th) and ‘Riding High’ (Par) is at 
the. Paramount. Both were generally 
panned by daily reviewers, which, 
despite strong holiday week busi- 
ness following Xmas, put additional 
load on the two bands. 

Jimmy and Tommy Dorsey’s bands 
have never direcily opposed one an- 
other in Broadway theatres prior to 
this date. About five years ago, 
however, the two brothers were 
pitted against one another at the 
Pennsylvania and New “Yorker 
hotels, Tommy at the former and 
Jimmy, the latter. About a year and 
a half ago Jimmy was playing the 
Strand theatre, N. Y. part of the 
time Tommy was aboard the band- 
stand at the Astor hotel, N. Y., a 
short distance away. 

Dorsey brothers were once co- 
leaders, breaking up during a run at 
Glen Island Casino. Tommy formed 
his own band and Jimmy retained 
the one they co-led. Had there been 
any betting, odds against both even- 
tually becoming top b.o. names 
they would probably have set a long- 
shot record. The odds against any 
one particular band reaehing b.o. 
heights are prohibitive, yet both Dor- 
seys are among the nation’s first five 
b.o. maestros. 


Major Recording Companies Already 
Preparing for Post-War Biz Boom 


+ Various disc companies are already 


Bob Allen’s Band 
In Jan. 1 Breakup 


Bob Alien’s musicians refused to 
gamble with his induction physical, 
which is scheduled for next Wednes- 
day (5), and as a result he has put 
the entire band on notice. Allen, ac- 
cording to General Amusement, his 
agency, wanted his men to wait and 
see what his status would be follow- 
ing the physical, but they refused 
and he had no alternative but to dis- 
band. His last date will be at Sunny- 
brook Ballroom, Pottstown, Pa., Fri- 
day (New Year's Eve). 

If he’s rejected GAC says, Allen 
will try to reorganize and failing in 
that will go to work as a single. 

Allen recently informed friends 
that he would break up his orches- 
tra when his physical was imminent 
and it would remain disbanded even 
if he were rejected. He must have 
since changed his mind, since the 
agency's story differs. 


Decca to Boost 


Disc Releases 


Decca will begin a release policy 
after the first of the wear calling for 
four and five discs weekly as against 
its current policy of one and two 
weekly. Increase in weekly market- 
ing is due, it’s said, to bandleader 
squawks. Many bands have recorded 
for Decca since the latter resumed 
recording two months ago and much 
of the stuff has not seen the light of 
counters and coin machines. Since 
Decca’s leaders, like those on other 
labels, have had little or no discs on 
the market since the beginning of 
the record ban, they have been pres- 
suring the company to get the new 
material jn circulation. 


If Decca proceeds with the policy 
of four and five discs a week, and it 
has assured dealers and distributors 
it will, the only thing accomplished 
will be more releases. It will force, 
the manufacturer to lessen the num- 
ber of copies pressed on each indi- 
vidual recording as a means of mar- 
keting a wider variety of names. It’s 
understood that under the newer 
policy Decca will press only the in- 
itial batch on each disc and will not 
accept orders beyond that total. 
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formulating plans for post-war op- 
eration. Decca last week completed 
a deal whereby it took possession of 
the Gennett Piano Co. plant at Rich- 
mond, Ind., which it will use as a 
pressing plant after the war. Vic- 
tor also a production layout at Indi- 
anapolis. Gennett plant has been 
pressing discs for same time, among 
them some product for Decca. 

Columbia is also preparing for 
post-war business, which is expected 
to boom. Company’s head, Ted Wal- 
lerstein, and Manie Sacks, boss of 
the N. Y. office, are due to depart 
for the Coast about Jan. 15 to look 
over the western area with a view 
toward post-war operation. 

Im addition to the activity being 
shown by the majors, there are the 
numerous reports of completely new 
disc outfits due to get going after the 
war. Many of these, of course, will 
remain rumors, but record execu- 
tives definitely expect a flood of new 
companies. 

Expect Shellac Increases 

Government is expecied to in- 
crease the shellac allotments to rec- 
ord manufacturers Jan. 1 by giving 
the diskers the privilege of buying 
up supplies now in warehouses. Now 
working with 20% of the shellae 
each company consumed pre-war, 
the increases will allow each com- 
pany to use another 80°) of their 
pre-war consumption, but it must be 
bought from government stocks, and 
cannot be used from the companies’ 
own supplies. ‘ 

When the U. S. first rationed shel- 
lac almost two years ago it allowed 
the manufacturers to retain posses- 
sion of the supplies each had on hand 
and regularly thereafter directives 
were issued controlling the amount 
that could be used. The allowance 
was changed several times and at 
one point it was only §% of pre-war 
consumption. For the past sim 
months, however, it has been statie 
at 20%, which, it’s understood, will 
be continued. Additional 30°, will 
be allowed only if the companies 
buy it from the government. 

Increased shellac allotments can- 
not help the manufacturers increase 
production. Manpower shortage is 
too critical. It will, however, pro- 
vide the opportunity to manufac- 
ture more efficient and longer-last- 
ing discs than those that have been 
issued since the start of the war. 


T. DORSEY IN MGMT. 
DEAL WITH MICHAUD 


Tommy Dorsey and Arthur Mich- 
aud completed a deal last week 
whereby Michaud takes over person- 
al management of the Dorsey orches- 
tra for a period of five years. Terms 
of the arrangement were not re- 
vealed and it does not become ef- 
fective unti] Saturday (1). Michaud 
managed Dorsey once before, the 
association ending about six years 
ago, 

Michaud replaces Leonard Vanner- 
son as director of the Dorsey inter- 
ests, but will not travel with the 
band as Vannerson did. Dave Jacobs, 
road manager, who succeeded Jack 


Johnstone recently after being re- 
leased from .the Army, will retain 
that spot. 

Deal -doesn’t @isturb Michaud’s 


other band managerial interests. 


Jimmy Dorsey Plans 
USO Overseas Tour 


Jimmy Dorsey’s orchestra will go 
overseas for USO-Camp Shows if 
plans jeil. 


Following his current date at the 
Roxy, N. Y., Dorsey has couple of 
out-of-town dates and then goes into 
the Sherman hotel, Chicago, for four 
weeks. After that will come the 


overseas jaunt. 


Park Central Sets 
Beckner’s Novelty Crew 


Though the Park Central hotel, 
N. Y., had apparently been after the 
strongest band name available for 
its Cocoanut Grove, it last week 
signed Danny Beckner, leader of a 
novelty combination, to follow the 
current Shep Fields. Beckner is cur- 
rently in New Orleans, agented by 
Stan Zukor. 

It’s said that the booking is the 
result of a persons] trip by Harry 
Lansner, owner of the P.C., to New 
Orleans where he auditioned the 


8 St. Martin's Pl. 


group. 
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15 Best Song Sellers | NBC, CBS, Blue, Mutual Plugs 


82 ORCHESTRAS—MUSIC 


Following list of the most played popular tunes on the networks for 
* Heart Tells Me eter BVC the week beginning Monday and through Sunday, Dec. 20 to Dec. 26 from 5 
Shee Shee Sah ial at a p.m, to 1 a.m., is divided into two sections. The first section represents the 
eor u first approximately 24 leaders in alphabetical order (in some cases there 
Pisto! Maviair | ties, accounting for a longer list), and the second section contains 
Victory Polka “Chappell | thé ‘also rans.’ but notated in arithmetical »rder. The compilations em- 
For Siret Time aren tonics brace the NBC, CBS, Blue and Mutual Networks, as represented by 
White > na agi gaa Sentin WEAF, WABC, WJZ and WOR, N. Y., and are based on data provided by 
Ei apse o ‘ Accurate Reporting Service, regular checking source of the music pub- 
ither Too Young......Witmark lishing industry. 
a S Be Home for Xmas.....Melrose | Double daggers preceding publisher-credits indicate BMI affiliation; all 
My Shining Hour........ Morris others ASCAP. . 
People Will Say Crawford TITLE PUBLISHER 
My Ideal............ Paramount | Besame Mucho tMelodylane 
Put Your Arms, Heney...B’way | By the River of Roses Shapiro 
— Candlelight and Wine—;‘Around the World’........ Miller 
7 Leaders, 9 Sidemen, ‘Am. Academ: 
How Sweet You Are—7‘Thank Lucky Stars’ .............. Remick 
i 3 Soloists Cop Esquire I Couldn't Sleep a Wink— ‘Higher and Higher’............ T. B. Harms 
I've Had This Feeling Before—j‘Show Business’............ Santiy 
or p acin Cast for jazz invasion of the Tells Me—*‘Rosie O'Grady’ ............ 
Metropolitan Opera House, N. Y..| My Shining Hour—j‘Sky's the Limit’............-..-..... Morris 
| Jan. 18 by an all-star band picked | No Love No Nothin’—i‘Gang’s All Here’ ..... voendseketees Triangle 
? by pop music critics and trade paper | Oh, What a Beautiful Morning—*‘Oklahoma’ ............. Crawford 


editors for Esquire mag's promoti ake 
People Will Say We're In Love—*‘Oklahoma’..............Crawford 


In such fast stunt, includes seven leaders, nine Santa Claus Is Coming to Town Feist 
‘7 ' sidemen and three solo performers. | Shoo Shoo Baby—i‘Three Cheers For Boys’........... ..... Leeds 
Chappell 


Also named in the poll were four | Speak Low—*‘One Touch of Venus’ ...................--. 
| vocalists and three ‘armed forces | They're Either Too Young Too Old—j‘Luck# Stars’....... Witmark 
Makeup of the outfit is: Louis ; White Christmas—i‘Holiday Inn’ Berlin 
Armstrong, Cootie Williams, trump-| You're a Wonderful Baby World 
ompany et; Benny Goodman, Barney Bigard, MOST PLAYED AFTER FIRST 25 
clarinet; Art Tatum, Earl Hines, Is My Baby Blue Tonight Broadway 
wo Oscar Pettiford and Milton Say a Piayer for Boys Over There—j;‘Hers to Hold’........ Southern 
inton, Al Morgan (tied) bass; Jack Winter Weadertend BVC 
asey, Oscal | Acquaintance—*‘Old Acquaintance’ Witmark 
AT LO Ew’s STATE Moore, guitar; Sidney Catlett, Cozy tBlock 
Lovely Way to Spend Evening—*‘Higher and Higher’....... Crawford 
atson were picked as male Poincian’d +Mark 
Gailey getting femme sine- Put Your Arms Around Me—i*Coney Broadway 
ing voles. Armed forces favorites Take It Easy—7‘2 Sisters and a Sailor’ Santly 
Don’t Believe Everything Dream—j‘Around World’........ Robbins 
Smith and Deve Tough. Star Eyes—i‘l Dood It’ Feist 
way -wl armen Jones, | Th nderful Worrisome Feeling.................-2000- Warock 
xtends Holiday Greetings to reverses the process with the jazz|Blue Rain 
invasion and will stage and direct | Close to You .................-cccccecceccceccecucecceecs Barton 
the presentation of music jazz at the4 no Nothing Till You Hear From Me...............ceseeee- Robbins 
with the opening of the Fourth War | Journey to a Star—*‘Gang’s All Here’ ............. 0. eee: Triangle 
Loan drive and tickets for the per- | My First Love ..............ccccccvcscccccccccee preteeees Dorsey 
formance will be bonds—$100 for | Pistol Packin’ Mama ..........cccccccccccccccccccec sscess Morris 
orchestra seats down to $25 for up- | Music Stopped—*‘Higher and Higher’ .....................Robbins 


stairs. WJZ, which will air part of 


Imm Ol se the concert for the Coca-Cola spot- | + Filmusical. * Legit Musical. ¢ BMI Affiliate. 
light band program on the Blue net- — 
Aer work, will erect a bond booth in the | 
RCA building and will ballyhoo the JOE DAVIS VS. MAYFAIR Martha Stuart to Wax 
performance with spot plugs. | RCA-Victor wrote its first record- 
Present setup calls for all winners ‘MUSIC CORP FOR $25 000 ing contract in months when it 
AT THE PARAMOUNT to be in New York for the shindig . ’ signed Marth. Stuart to a Blue Bird 
with the exception of Goodman, who Action for $25.000 was brought last| contract last week. Agreement, for 


will be piped in from Coast, where | week against Mayfair Music by Joe| two years, isn’t effective until the i 
Darryl Zanuck will make presenta- | Davis in N. Y. supreme court, Davis/ controversy between Victor-Colum- : 
tion of bandleader's ‘Esky’ and | claiming that Mayfair hadn't paid| bia and the AFM is ironed out. 

share of the $10,000 War Bond | sufficient royalties on songs pur- Miss Stuart, now on the Coast for . 


omm D poodle Esquire is kicking in to the| chased from Willie Horowitz and Metro, came to attention via Lucky 
| band. Abner Silver. Latter pair bought} Strike’s ‘Old-Time H:t Parade.’ She 
Davis’ catalogue and then sold it to} Was vocalist with the Claude Thorr- 


February issue of Esquire will 
Te ae plug concert with stories and art On| Mayfair. Davis claims that in his hill band at one time. 
jazz musician selections. In addi-| geal with Horowitz certain royaities 

tion, mag Pronger | — a were to be paid him. 
containing biogs o vote-getters 
AT TH E ST R a N D in the contest, pics of other outstand- However, Dav is noted that an ad 
dex. Columbia records will tle in{ TeCe!ve an additiona: 
with album release of reissues on | Other receipts payable to writers. He 
: claims that that phrase is a ‘catch- 


all phrase,” and means all other 
en i a ae monies derived from his songs, and 
he therefore claims part of the pub- 
. 4 lisher’s share of the royalties. 
4TH QTR. $1,420,000 Mayfair, represented by Lee East-| @ 
LUM NEW ASCAP HIGH man, claims that it had nothing to do 
é P , with the original contract between MORE POPULAR EVERY DAY 
AT TH E CA P i TO L ASCAP’s royalty distribution for Davis and Horowitz and Silver. 


the fourth quarter of '43 is $1,420,000, 
highest yet for a final quarter plum. 


Total for the entire year comes to Oberstein Launching 


er . peak year for the Society. 

1C Im Figures by quarters for the current ew u IS ng irm 

years are: $1,100,000, $1.260.000, $1,- Eli Oberstein. head of Classic Rec- 


| 320.000, and $1,420,000. - ord Co., is the backer of a new music 
| firm which will get going within the 
next week or two. To be known as 
OSCAR HAMMERSTEIN II Ford Music Co., the outfit will have 
| ;|Sam Wigler as professional man- 

Chairman of the Music War | ager. He left Witmark Music last 


* 
it ; Georgie Auld Committee | week for that purpose. Ford will be 
affiliated with BMI. 


of the American Theatre Wing : 
has some pertinent things to Oberstein also holds an inierest in 
say about Fisher Music Co. - 


pee Personal Management 
WAR SONGS | 


| I ROBBINS ARTISTS.BUREAU, Ltd. in 
VARIETY ’s opening Aptil 7 snd. closing JAN RUBINI 


July 1. Leader ‘s at that hostelry 
Post-War Show Business now and doesn’t wind up until Jan. 6. 


Lyman’s Repeat 


Abe Lyman’s orchestra has been 


William Morris Theatri 
| illiam Morris Theatrical Agenc AND 
y Number Following the Essex, Lyman says VIOLINIST AND CONDUCTOR 
, Inc., and may gone long} | ada 
OUT NEXT WEEK enough to go right back into the Spokane, Wash” 


Essex upon his return, 


| 
| 
| | 
D The more IMPORTANT you are 
| In the Music Business 
_ The More VALUABLE 
TUNE-DEX 
Can Be to You! 


FOLLOW THE ROBBINS 


PARADE OF 


FOLLOW THE ROBBINS PARADE 


MUSIC 


OF HITS 


THE ROBBINS PARADE OF HITS ?: 


ything You 


lyrics by HAROLD ADAMSON Atusic by JIMMY McHUGH 


LLOW THE ROBBINS PARADE OF HITS © FOLLOW THE ROBBINS PARADE 


Till You Hear From 


“Lyrics by BOB RUSSELL Musi by DUKE ELLINGTON 


FOLLOW THE ROBBINS PARADE- OF HITS «s+ FOLLOW THE ROBBINS PARADE OF HITS 
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Night Club Reviews 


Chez Paree. Chi 
Chicago, Dec. 23. 

Joe E. Lewis, Fred and Elaine 
Barry, Rose Marie, Jane Slater, Chez 
Paree Adorables (12), Lou Breese 
and his Orchestra (11) with Blossom 
Lee, Lucio Garcia’s Rhumba Band; 
minimum $3-$3.50. 


Joe E. Lewis, back after an absence 
of several months in the South Pa- 
cific entertaining front line soldiers, 
heads one of the best bills seen here 
in months. Layout is solid from be- 
ginning to end. 

Lewis was never funnier. A new 
line of songs comprising ‘Much 
Obliged Mr. Webster,’ ‘I'm Headed 
for Pittsburgh, Pa.’ A comedy analy- 
sis of the ‘As Time Goes By’ lyrics; 
‘Mr. Man in the Moon’and two old 
standbys ‘Aba Dabba Dabba’ and 
"You Made the Pants Too Long 
mixed with his inimitable humor had 
the customers guffawing throughout 
the turn for a resounding hit. Austin 
Mack as usual, accompanied on the’ 
piano. 

Fred and Elaine Barry, in the next 
to closing frame, dazzle the audi- 
ence with a set of brilliant dance 
routines, the like of which have 
never been seen in this room. Mix- 
ing adagio with a charming grace of 
movement and superb technique the 
pair do ballet leaps and pirouetting 
with wonderfully done ballroom 
spins and lifts that are outstanding. 
Big hit. 

Rose Marie socks over several 


= 


AL BORDE 


PRESENTS 


BENNY 
MEROFF 


IN HIS 


“FUNZAFIRE” 
COMPANY 
(FIFTH YEAR) 
SECOND WEEK 
COLISIMO'S, CHICAGO 


. What a= refreshin and tal- 
ented group the KATHRYN DUFFY 
DANCERS are. Their costumes are 
dazzling and always in splendid taste; 
their dancing as a unit strikes this 
observer as tops of its kind.’’—ROB- 
“RT W. DANA, N. ¥. Heraid Tribune. 


numbers opening with ‘I Still Got My 
Health’ then into ‘White Christmas,’ 
‘Boogie Woogie Waiter’ and ‘Oh La 
La’ to excellent returns. Off color 
lyrics in the last song does not jibe 
with the youngster’s wholesome 
looks and could be eliminated to ad- 
vantage. A hit. 

Jane Slater, attractive tap dancer, 
offers a couple of classy routines in 
the opening spot and was well re- 
ceived. The Adorables, directed by 
Fred Evans, contribute ‘Lady With 
the Tutti Frutti Hat,’ a ballet done 
to Friml’s music and ‘St. Louis Blues’ 
in different tempos, all nicely cos- 
tumed. Lou Breese is an affable 
emcee and his musical support for 
the show and his dancing tunes are 
both perfect.” A  rhumba band, 
fronted by vocalist Lucio Garcia, is 
acceptable for intermission music. 

Morg. 


Terrace Room. N. Y. 
(NEW YORKER HOTEL) 


Sonny Dunham Orch (16) with 
Dorothy Claire, Don D’Arcy, 
‘Rhythm Rodeo,” with Mary Jane 


Lawson, Bob Ballard, Billy Peterson, 
Jerry Mapes, Line (6), Bob Russell; 
no minimum cover, $1 weekdays, 
$1.50 weekends. 


Sonny Dunham went out of town 
last spring with a band that was 
musically pretty much of a dud. He 
came back into the New Yorker re- 
cently with a group that already 
can be labelled ‘solid,’ but which 
gives promise of being even more 
outstanding if it can be kept to- 
gether. Dunham reopened here fol- 
lowing Benny Goodman with vir- 
tually the same ice show that ac- 
companied the latter’s run with Mary 
Jane Lawson and Mary Jane Yeo as 
femme stars. 

combination of six 
evenly apportioned brass, five sax 
and four rhythm was rounded up 
while he was on the road. For spirit 
and drive there are far too few 
bands around that match it and after 
a few months on the New Yorker 
bandstand it should polish up bright- 
ly. At the moment a touch of sand- 
paper here and there, to smooth off 
the rough edges, is the only thing it 
requires. It’s got a fine beat, good 
tone and smart ensemble ability. 
And the band’s library, which al- 
ways was one of its main deficien- 
cies, is larger than it ever was and 
very well written. 

Dunham plays trumpet, of course, 
but lately is turning to the trom- 
bone (he’s a switch-hitter) much 
more often. He uses trumpet on 
both ballad and jump arrangements 
and trombone mostly on the former. 
Dunham's trumpeting is known for 
its high register, which is a readily 
indentifiable mark. 

Dorothy Claire, who has been with 
this band some time, has refined her 
delivery a bit, just enough to take 
the edge off a too-whacky style, but 
retaining enough of it to be one of 
the better tune-sellers. Her kidding 
and general showmanship is good 
stuff and her singing voice seems to 
have improved. Don D’Arcy, bari- 
tone, also does a nice job on pop 
ballads. 

Miss Lawson and Miss Yeo do 
okay work, but they’re not in the 
; Same class with some of the blade 


in the past. Of the male acts Billy 


KATHRYN 


DUFFY 


DANCERS 
Currently 13th Week 
GLASS HAT, NEW YORK 


Personal Manager: HAL BRAUDIS 
Belment Plaza New York 


NOW ENTERTAINING 
THE BOYS IN SCOTLAND 


WILLIE SHORE 


Personal Management 


AL BORDE 


A NEW SINGING STAR 


4! yvoungish_ but smart. crawd 
| 


Peterson, whose trick work bespeaks 
ballet. trainins. stands. out... 
| Bob Russeli’s performance at the 
| helm was uniformly good. Wood. 


| Terrace Room. Boston 
| Boston, Dec. 20. 
| Dorothy Blaine, Gomez & Beatrice, 

Kitti Crawford, William Bender; 
| Ted Straeter’s Orch (11); Serenaders 
(3); Salvi Cavicchio Orch (5): $1 
cover. 

After lying fallow for plenty of 
seasons, the Siatier’s Terrace Room 
has sprung to life clothed in the 
smartest decor in town, and is 
| rapidly forging ahead as the top 
|dinner spot in the city for 


| Its sombre solidity transformed 

into a gay and airy atmosphere 
| through the slick use of fuchsia, 
chartreuse, ivory and pure white in 
| daring combinations, the new Ter- 
| race Room is a tribute to the deco- 
|! rative imagination of Miller and 
| McCann, who combined for the job. 
| The verandah, which commands the 
main floor from three sides, boasts 
| Smart new furnishings all around in 
a motif which spots plenty of inti- 
mate nooks. 

The show policy of the room leans 
chiefly to star billings with no line 
of girls or productions. Current are 
Dorothy Blaine and Gomez and 
Beatrice, the first a superior sort 
of warbler and the second a stand- 
ard dance team which always clicks. 
Miss Blaine does about a half dozen 
pop tunes to draw a hand all the 
way through, while the dance team 
gets the nod for two encores, the 
last one a ‘request.’ 

Music is continuous from mid-af- 


JEAN TIGHE 


Now “March With Johnny” 
Erlanger, Philadelphia 


ternoon. The Serenaders, a standard 
trio, and Salvi Cavicchio, a small 
rhythm outfit, alternate until Ted 
Straeter’s band comes on at 7. The 
traeter band quickly established 
itself here as the top outfit working 


Dir.:—KENNETH LATER 


in this section and draws plenty of 
biz on its own merits. The band 
has much of the style, precision and 


artists the New Yorker has presented 


tone quality of the big stage bands, 
and handles the act music compe- 
tently to boot. ; 

. Jules Gallena, lately Maitre d’ of 
Chicago’s Stevens, is in charge here 
with Victor as headwaiter, and the 
resulting service and atmosphere are 
calculated to appeal to the best ele- 
ment, Biz was terrific when caught, 
having been steadily good since the 
room opened a few weeks 1... 

ie, 


Havana-Madrid, N. Y. 

Ciro Rimac, Nina Montez, Nestor 
Chaires, Machita, Alzira Camargo, 
Line (8), Carlos Varela’s Orch with 
Hilda Salazar, Jose Curbelo’s Orch; 
$1.75 minimum. 


In its own small way, the Havana- 
Madrid is doing its bit to cement 
Latin-American relations with this 
show. In a half-hour layout headed 
by Ciro Rimac and Alzira Camargo 
(Mrs. Rimac), Angel Lopez's Broad- 
way cellar spot is typically Latin and 
yet with enough American appeal to 
gain the interest of those who aren't 
strictly hep to the Latin idiom. 

The war has had its effect on Ri- 
mac, a Brazilian, and one of the 
original south-of-the-equator  per- 
formers to make good in the States. 
Where before he had a band and 
unit comprising about 15 people, he’s 
now getting along with four, and 
only one other male, at that, a drum- 
mer who's in the band. The others 
are Senorita Camargo, a Brazilian 
eyeful in the Carmen Miranda idiom, 
and Machita, a dancer. But, withal, 
an entertaining show, despite that 
draft problem. 

Occasionally in these spois one 
comes across a performer who looks 
slated for better things. Nestor 
Chaires, Mexican operatic tenor, is 
just such a performer. He's re- 
viewed more extensively under New 
Acts. 

Otherwise, this show's layout also 
consists of, besides those already 
mentioned, Nina Montez, who im- 
presses with her looks, costuming 
and folk-dancing, and the line of 
eight girl lookers. 

Rimac paces the show neatly as 
the emcee and leader of the Varela 
band during the show. He works 
hard throughout, doing a tune now 
and then, plus a lively tango and 
samba with Machita. He could, how- 
ever, backpedal on those announce- 
ments and let the performances 
speak for themselves. 

For dancing the Varela band is 
batoned by the dark-haired looker, 
Hilda Salazar, while Jose Curbelo’s 
band alternates on the stand. 

Kahn. 


Unit Review 


Surtain Time 
(CURRAN, SAN FRANCISCO) 
San Francisco, Dec. 27. 
Miller Bros. & Lois, Diosa Costello, 


Think-a-Drink Hoffman, Gene Shel- 
don, Buck & Bubbles, Di Gatanos; 3 
Swifts; Whitney Sisters; Connee 
Boswell and Chico Marx. Produc- 
tion by Paul Small. 

Vaudeville, pure unadul- 


terated, came back to ’'Frisco tonight 
and packed ’em in. 
Paul Small, who had given Pacific 


coast audiences ‘Show Time,’ ‘Big 
Tisse’-before the 
current ‘Curtain Time,’ took the 


chance after a one night break-in at 
Fresno—and won. ‘Curtain Time’ is 
fast. Present revue follows the basic 
idea of Small’s previous productions 
but it separates its features more 
definitely. 

Miller brothers and Lois open. 
Their act, dazingly fast, sets tempo 
for the entire show. Diosa Costello, 
Puerto Rican tornado, bumps and 
wiggles through three dance num- 
bers, one with a sailor from the 
audience. Gal is plenty vivacious 
and definitely pleases stubholders. 


the | 


Her dances, spiced with red pepper 
to match a fiery personality click 


lfor. top. .retunns,..... Think-a-Drink 
|Hoffman combines his old colored 
|water trick with bartenders’ 


union card and passes among audi- 
dispensing beverages called | 
for via his magic cocktail shaker 
The class*wallop of the first part is 
contributed by the Di Gatanos. Their 
ballroomology is classic and out of 
this world. Gene Sheldon’s banjo | 
numbers are well done artd had! 
them stomping. 


Buck and Bubbles, received a big 


anra 


hand on their appearance—and a 
bigger one after their act. The 
Negro team, together now for 26 


years, show apt showmanship in 
their songs, dancing and pianologing. 
They are as socko as ever. 

In the second stanza the three 
Swifts, comedy jugglers, had audi- 
ence with them all the way. The 
Whitney Sisters follow and add to 
the gayety in their standard spe- 
cialty. 

Connee Boswell, next to closing, 
scores with her piquant delivery of 
pop songs in the invincible Boswell 
manner. After clicking for hit hon- 
ors with her regular song rep, they 
demanded ‘Stormy Weather’ for en- 
core and beg-off. 


Chico Marx, film and stage star, 
also goals ’em with pianology and 


comedy antics. 


New Acts 


JUNE ALLYSON 
Songs 

7 Mins. 

Capitol, N. Y. 


When she’s given the opportunity. 
to display the impish qualities that 
made her a standout in the stage and 
screen versions of ‘Best Foot For- 
ward,’ and later in the ‘Girl Crazy’ 
pic, Miss Allyson is surefire. As such 
she registered a solid click here 
when, using Lou Holtz as a foil, she 
did the ‘What Do You Think I Am’ 
number from the former musical. 
Her ‘Treat "Em Rough’ number frome 
the Gershwin film, however, is only 
so-so, for it isn’t nearly so well 
grooved to Miss Allyson’s style. 


There’s a youthful quality about 
the Metro starlet that’s at all times 
refreshing, wholesome and_ her 
choice of raiment to retain that 
childish aspect is a wise one. Vested 
with material more in keeping with 
her opening number, she'd be a top- 
notcher on any vaude or presenta- 
tion-house bill. Rose. 


KATHRYN GRAYSON 
Songs 

7 Mins. 

Capitol, N. Y. 

Metro’s young find, featured in its 
‘Thousands Cheer’ film, is not only 
a stunning looker, but possesses a so- 
prano voice that should take her 
places. Wearing a strapless gown 
that does full credit to her figure, 
she’s a sight-and-sound asset in her 
current appearance at the Capitol 
and would be a natural for a Broad- 
way musical. 

Her unusually fine voice puts opera 
well within her range, and her ren- 
dition of a ‘Traviata’ aria as her 
opening number is a clincher. She 
follows it up with an equally ef- 
fective Jerome Kern medley, and 
then goes into a blues routine with 
‘Three 35's’ from the ‘Best Foot For- 
ward’ musica) (assisted by June 
Allyson and Nancy Walker) which 
sells her completely.’ Rose. 


BARBARA BLAINE 
Dancing 

5 Mins. 

Stanley, Pittsburgh 

Tall, striking-looking dancer is 
doubling into WB deluxer this week 
with the Ted Fio Rito show from 
downtown Nixon Cafe, where she’s 
been featured for the last fortnight. 
In a theatre or in a nitery, Miss 
Blaine works well, punches out a 
flashy routine and gets by both on 
talent and s.a. 

She’s given a little thought to her 
numbers and they don’t fit into the 
general pattern of the average hoof- 
er. Tap work is done with ease and 
finesse, and she does some twists, 
turns and bends which set her some- 
what apart from the rank and file. 
Neatly gowned, and there’s a lot of 
legginess about Miss Blaine that 
meets the eye easily. Cohen. 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 


Saranac Lake, Dec. 28. 

Bob Herron pinchhitting for Happy 
Benway, who took the count of nine 
from flu. 

Harry Cross, IATSE, who cured | 
here, now back on job in Utica, N.Y., 
operating. that nic machine... 

From the South Pacific comes a| 
guest column to We the Patients | 
from Jackie Heller. It packs plenty | 
of news and humor. 

Joseph Kiein celebrated natai day | 
on Xmas and was gifted two ways. 

Alice Van Ness, Bart Williams and | 
Lee Klimeck are flashing good re- 
ports. 

Thanks to Fred Doringer, former | 
minstrel and West Virginia State 
Representative, for his gifts to the | 
colony. 

Percy Wenrich, who got his ‘cure’ | 
papers from this colony, is convalesc- 
ing at the Sherman Hotel, Chicago, 
with his frau, Dolly Connolly. | 

Helen Inglee showing. vast. im-! 
provement. 

Write to those who are iii. 


NESTOR CHAIRES 

Songs 

9 Mins, 

Havana-Madrid, N. Y. 


Mexico hasn't contributed a singer 
of note to the United States since 
Tito Guizar—until Nestor Chaires 
came along. This is his first date in 
the States, and with the proper man- 
agement he’s a likely prospect for a 
buildup. 

Chaires, firstly, has a fine tenor 
that suggest: an operatic background. 
He’s using a mike here, but there’s 
no doubt that he doesn’t require one. 
Staying away from the operatics, he 
wisely does some_ semi-classicals 
from his native country. 


He’s presentable looking in sum- 
mer dinner jacket, has poise and an 
expressiveness that should intrigue 
the femmes. But sometimes that ex- 
pressiveness almost becomes a gri- 
mace. Withal, though, an act that 
can eventually play the class cafes 
plus radio. Kahn, 


NANCY WALKER 
Songs 

6 Mins. 

Capitol, N. Y. 

As demonstrated -in her sock per- 
formance in Metro's ‘Best Foot For- 
ward’ musical, Miss Walker is a 
comedienne of no mean calibre when 
given an opportunity to mug and 
cavort in her individual style. These 
outstanding characteristics are for 
the most part missing, however, in 
her present appearance at the Cap- 
itol, where, accompanied by Lou 
Holtz, she does a novelty tune that 
depends solely on the dubious lyrics 
for comedy effect, and solos with ‘My 
Cousin From Milwaukee,’ likewise 
with a minimum of the Walker ec- 
centricities, 

It’s in her revival of ‘Three B's’ 
from ‘Best Foot’ however, that the 
comedienne (teamed with Kathryn 
Grayson and June Allyson) momen- 
tarily recreates her spark. Less 
straight singing and she’d be a natu- 
ral in any vaude house. Rose. 


Special Material 


LYRICS. ...MONOLOGUES 


COMEDY ....DRAMATIC 
for Stage—Cabaret—Radio 


DORA MAUGHAM 


1775 BROADWAY, NEW YORK 
COl, 5-8340—Room 1723 


OVERSEAS WITH 
U.S.0. SHOWS 


GEORGE FREEMS 


CAPPELLA ‘PATRICIA 


the most interesting-looking 


long while, had attention with 


intelligently executed numbers... 


a 
Liberty Ships 
i—— Continued from page 1 
tion at Panama City, Fla., will be- | 


|come the Minnie M. Fiske. 


SS Carole Lombard 
U. S. Treasury Department has 
announced the iaunching of a Mari- 


Offerings are topped with big 
overhead tricks that pull down 
very big applause.—Billboard, 


Sam Honigberg. 


HELD OVER TENTH WEEK 
Featured in “YOURS FOR FUN” 
MUSIC BOX THEATRE, H’wood 


time ship to be christened the SS. | 
Carole Lombard in recognition of the 
film industry’s contribution to bond- 
selling campaigns. Ceremonies, which 
will take place in California on Jan. 
6 and 7, have been planned both in 
honor of Miss Lombard and as a 
springboard for the industry’s par- 
ticipation in the Fourth War Loan. 
Charles P. Skouras, national direc- 
tor for the campaign, in charge of 
the event, has invited Louis B. Mayer 
to officiate at the ceremony. Plans 
are to have representation from all 
studios, guilds, the Hollywood Vic- | 
tory Committee and the Academy of 
Motion Picture Arts and Sciences. 


Calling All Actors 
With Cabbage* 


You Need Material? 
We Need Cabbage 


ROBERTS FISHER 


1619 Broadway 


*Money 
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AGVA, ARA Complete Reciprocal 5-Yr. 
Deal Enforcing Agents’ Franchising 


After two years of prepartory 
work, the all-inclusive agreement be- 
tween the American Guild of Variety 
Artists and the Artists Representa- 
tives Assn. of N. Y. has been com- 
pleted. Agreement covers almost 
every phase of artist-agent and 
agent-AGVA relationship. AGVA 
toppers accepted the agreement last 
week, while the ARA membership 
passed on it Monday (27) night. Thus 
a blueprint has been set up for the 
mutual solidification of both AGVA 
and ARA. The agreement will be 
formally signed some time this week, 
since both parties have already 
agreed to all provisions. Pact runs 
from Jan. 1, 1944, through Dec. 31, 


1949. 

The agreement highlights four ma- 
jor points. Firstly, the matter of an 
agent franchise fee system to be set 
up by AGVA. Pact calls for AGVA 
to charge a $50 fee for all full agen- 
cy franchise and $25 for an associate. 
This fee equals the present ARA 
membership tariff, and will probably 
result in many agents not yet mem- 
bers of ARA to join, since through 
that organization they automatically 
receive franchises plus additional 
benefits. The second high spot in the 
agreement is the matter of the 5% 
booking fee. This provision applies 
to those agents who act as exclusive 
bookers for a nitery. As the situation 
previously stood, a booker could ask 
10% for booking an act into his spot, 
and this forced the act’s regular 
agent to either forego his regular 
commission, turn down the engage- 
ment or get more from the act, thus 
forcing the act to violate AGVA reg- 
ulations. The agreement takes care 
of this situation by giving the act’s 
regular agent his usual 10% and 
allowing the act to pay an additional 
5% to the booker. If the booker 
should demand more, it devolves up- 
on AGVA to take the necessary steps 
to change the booker’s mind. 


The third major change occurs in 
the relationship between an act and 
the agent with exclusive agency 
rights. Under the old agreement, an 
agent had to guarantee an act two 
weeks’ work in every 90 days, exclud- 
ing the June-Sept. period, in order to 
maintain his exclusive agency privi- 
lege. New agreement calls for a 
four-week guarantee in every 90 
days and wipes out the summer ex- 
ception. This provision also makes 
it the business of an agent who has 
exclusive rights on an act to see to 
it that his client joins AGVA within 
15 days after entering the variety 
field. If an agent doesn’t have ex- 
clusive rights, he isn’t allowed the 
15-day cushion period, and must see 
to it that the act immediately joins 
AGVA. 


The last provision of importance 
requires that agents submit all em- 
ployer’s contracts to AGVA, or if 
that isn't possible they must file with 
AGVA a weekly list of bookings for 
that week. Idea of this is to give 
AGVA time to check the status of 
the acts and the spot they are play- 


ing. If an act isn't in good standing | 


it evolves upon the agent to see to 
it tfat they make their peace with 
AGVA. 

Results of this agreement 
probably be a large increase in the 
ARA membership and the virtual 
disappearance of the unorganized 
agent.. Pact also solidifies 
Position with performers as well as 
agents, the agents virtually working 
@s Organizers for AGVA. 

ARA’s New Board 


day (27) night, in addition to passing 
on the agreement with AGVA, the 
membership picked a new beard of 
airectors whose job it will be to elect 
the officers for the new year. The 
new board of 12 members will con- 
sist of Bill Kent, Sam Shayon, Nat 
Lefkowitz, Sol Miller, Sol Green, 
Milton Krasny, Lester Laden, Jack 
Davies, Eddie Smith. Herman Fial- 


koff, Phil Bloom, and Leon Newman. | 


The board will meet as soon as pos- 
Sible after Jan. 1. 

Harry Delmar and Lou Wolfson, 
USO-Camp Shows representatives, 
were present at the meeting in order 
~ ask the agents to pledge 120 acts 
or overseas tours. The USO is 
Presently engaged in a drive to build 
Up the overseas division and is seek- 
ing the cooperation of all organized 
show biz groups. 


George Duffy orch opens two- 
we engagement Saturday (1) at 
Terrace, Pittsburgh, replacing 
Sanders band, and Duffy will be 

Ollowed on Jan. 14 by Bernie Cum- 
mins, also for a fortnight. 


White’s New ‘Scandals’ 
Unit in Coast Breakin 


San Diego, Cal., Dec. 28. 

George Whites’ ‘Scandals,’ 1944 
tabloid edition, opens here at the 
Orpheum, Jan. 11, with stopovers in 
Los Angeles and San Francisco be- | 
fore heading east. 

Cast includes Master and Rollins, 
Miriam Lavelle, Eddie Nelson, Al 
Klein, Ming Ling and MHu-Shee, 
Audrey Young, Professor Back- 
wards, Sam Lewis and a line of 20 
girls. 


Dot Lewis Ice Revue 


Snagged on Rink In 
Date at Pittsburgh 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 28. 

William Penn hotel has been en- 
countering plenty of headaches with 
its first ice revue, the Dorothy Lewis 
show, which had been originally 
scheduled to open last Monday (20) 
but will be in town for several days, 
on salary. with no rink to skate on. 

The Lewis troupe closed at Hotel 
Statler, Cleveland, almost fortnight 
ago, and when the Everett MacGow- 
an skaters were booked in there to 
replace them, it was decided to leave 
the Lewis tank in Cleveland, rather 
than tear up and re-install for Mac- 
Gowan, and have latter send his tank 
from New Orleans to Pittsburgh for 
the Lewis show. 

However, nobody reckoned with a 
truckers’ and delivery men’s strike In 
New Orleans, and as a result the 
MacGowan tank didn’t get out of 
there until more than a week after 
it was to have been shipped. It’s now} 
here but whether the Penn can get 
it into the Terrace Room by tomor- 
row is problematical. Meantime, 
floor show of Roy Davis, Gaynor and 
Ross and Terri Vance, which was to 
have wound up at Penn’s Terrace 
Room Dec. 18, has been held over 
from night to night ever since. 


GRACE McDONALD SET 


Four weeks of personals have) 
been booked for Grace McDonald, | 
Universal actress now in the east, | 
prior to her return to the Coast late | 
next month. She brought the body | 
of her father, Charles McDonell, for- | 
mer CIAA employee in Hollywood, | 
here for burial on Monday (27), with | 
rites at Calvary Cemetery, Brooklyn. | 

Her first date is a week at the 
Adams, Newark, starting tomorrow | 
(36), to be followed by p.as at! 
Loew's State, N. Y., beginning Jan. 
6; Oriental, Chicago, week of the 
14th, and the Riverside, Milwaukee, 
for seven days, teeing off the 2ist. 
She leaves Milwaukee for the Coast! 


will | 


AGVA’s | 


ae ire surest. 


Jan. 22. | 


Hotel Park Central, N.Y., | 
Adopts Fire Safety Door 


Park Central hotel, N. Y., has in- 
stalled heavy steel fire doors in the | 
passageway between the Cocoanut | 
Grove room and the foyer leading 
to the elevator shafts. New fire 
regulations forced the change. 

Grove is atop the P. C., 26 floors 


$40,000 Ont. Nitery Fire 


Detroit, Dec. 28. | 
One of Windsor, Ont.’s, top ponte, 
clubs, just across the river from 


| 
| here, was destroyed last week by a} 


fire. The Elmcourt, formerly 
‘country club, but operated for the | 


past five years as a nitery by Wil- | 
‘liam G. Fielding, burned to the} 
ground for an estimated loss of 
$40.000. 


The blaze gained strong headway 
because of an odd accident—the fire 
engines being delayed for a con- 
siderable length of time at a rail- 
road crossing after the alarm was 
turned in. 


Hartferd Nitery Blaze 
Hartford, Dee. 28. 

Village Barn, nightclub adjoining 
Hotel Garde, scene of $25,000 fire 
Thursday night (23), has been closed 
until further notice. 

Several performers lost their be- 
longings in seventh floor rooms 
which were most seriously damaged 


FOR 4 WEEKS OF P.AS © 


in the blaze. 


Too Literal 


Yeggs must have taken a radio 
announcer’s plea too literally. 
The plea was to ‘tear off the top 
of your car and send it to this 
station.’ 

Mortimer S. Rosenthal, asso- 
ciate counsel for the American 
Guild of Variety Artists, last 
week found that thugs had cut 
off a large section of his auto 
roof. While in the process of col- 
lecting car tops they made way 
with about $60 worth of gifts he 
stored there. 


Sinatra's Molars 


A Philly Headache 


Philadelphia, Dec. 28. 

Frank Sinatra left town last 
Thursday night (23) nursing what 
may yet be recorded as the most ex- 
pensive toothache in show biz his- 
tory. 

The flock of aching molars cost 
The Voice exactly $2,500, his cut of 
the five grand which the Earle man- 
agement had to refund to customers 
and lost in potential sales when the 
crooner failed to appear for four 
shows on Wednesday (22). 

The Voice was in a bad way ina 
Gotham dentist chair while the 
faithful clamored for him. The the- 
atre had to shut until the 7 p.m. 
show when Sinatra finally showed 
up. (Singer took some 15 shots of 
novacaine whue a dentist worked on 
him until 5 a.m. Thursday morning 
and he passed out completely from 
its effects. He revived at 3 p.m. and 
left immediately for Philadelphia). 

The toothache, Christmas shop- 
ping, the flu epidemic all combined 
to wreck the expected $48,000 gross. 
However, the guy wound up with a 
$39,000 gate, a record for the pre- 
Xmas week at the Earle. Sinatra’s 
take was $19,500, out of which he 
paid for the band (Jan Savitt’s) and 
a couple of surrounding acts. 


AGVA’s Sliding Scale 
Chorus Pact in N. Y. 


An unusual pact has been signed by 


Greenwich Village Inn., N. 


and the N. Y. local of the American 
Guild of Variety Artists. Agreement 
the first between AGVA and a 
nitery to call for a sliding scale for 
the chorus members. 

Contract calls for a $40 per week 
minimum for the chorus when the 
spot isn’t playing a name but should 
the show include a name, the 
chorus minimum jumps to $42.50 
per week. Minimum for principals 
remains at $75 at all times. 


Magi’s Aides Also Help 
Make Minks Disappear 


Buffalo, Dec: 28. 
Moi-Yo Miller, featured as assist- 
ant to Dante the Ma,ician, returned 
to Buffalo the day before Christmas 


‘and paid approximately $1,000 duty 


to reclaim from U. S. Customs a 
mink coat, one of six given to the 
sirls of the Dante troupe by Harry 
F. McLean. Canadian resident inter- 
nationally famous for his lavish gifts 
to show folks. Miss Miller made a 
special trip from Toronto for the 
occasion. 

The coats, consisting of three 
mink, two beaver and one otter, 
were held by the Customs for pay- 
ment ef duty of af the appraised 
values. 


Mostel’s N. Y. Dates 


La Marti- 


Zero Mostel into 


goes 


|nique, N. Y., nitery, Jan. 5 for four 


weeks, succeeding Danny Thomas. 

Deal is for $1,750 per, with two- 
week options. Mostel goes into the 
Roxy early in March. 


Moran Joins CRA 


Bobby Moran, independent agent, 
joins Consolidated Radio Artists in 
New York after Jan, 1 as head of the 
cafe department. 

Prior to opening his own Office, 
Moran was with Tony Phillips and 
before that with Herman Fialkoff. 


Columbia Records will release a 
coupling of Frank Sinatra tunes next 
week. From his film, ‘Higher and 
Higher, for RKO, they’re titled ‘] 
Couldn't Sleep a Wink Last Night 
and ‘Lovely Way to Spend an Eve- 
ning.’ 


Faludy Troupe Member Dies, 2 Others 
Hurt in Crash; Other Storm Jamups 


+ Storms over the weekend in New 


Reopen State, Allentown, 
For Split Week Vaude 


Allentown, Pa., Dec. 28. 

State theatre reopened Monday 
(27) with vaudeville, the first stage 
show here in a number of years. 
The theatre, closed for some time, 
has been remodelled and new policy 
calls for stage show with picture 
first three days of week, and double 
feature pix last four days. 

House, owned by Wilmer & 
Vincent, was for years known as 
Orpheum. 


Police War on Minn. 
Niteries, Theatre Bars 
Selling Booze to Kids 


Minneapolis, Dec. 28. 

Police and county officials are 
waging war on ‘the 10% outlaw 
fringe of Minneapolis night clubs and 
theatre bars selling intoxicants to 
minors and thereby operating breed- 
ing pools of juvenile delinquency.’ 
As a starter, owners or two large 
loop establishments have been in- 
dicted and additional action is prom- 
ised. 

M. J. Dillon, county attorney, has 
warned that every juvenile who gets 
into trouble will be questioned close- 
ly about drinking habits and that 
every effort will be made to deter- 
mine where he obtained the intoxi- 
cants. 

Offenders are subject to loss of 
their licenses as well as jail sen- 
tences and fines. In a statement to 
the press, Dillon declared ‘liquor in 
the hands of minors is like dyna- 
mite.’ 

In editorials, local newspapers 
have declared that one of the causes 
of juvenile delinquency here is sale 
of liquor to minors. The editorials 
call upon the authorities to carry 
through with their present campaign. 


Safecrackers Snare 


$2,500 From St. L. Nitery 


St. Louis, Dec. 28. 
Safecrackers last week got away 
with $2,500 in cash from the safe in 
the office of the Four Hundred club, 
a midtown nitery. Coin represented 

reservations for New Year's eve. 
Joe Keegan, manager of the nitery 
said entrance was through a second- 
floor door leading from a fire escape. 


Ethel Waters at 


Ethel Waters heads the new show 
into the Zanzibar, N. Y., niiery tne 
last week in January. 

Other acts rot booked as yet. 


Art Farrar band, out of Pittsburgh, 
to the Club Coronado in Shreveport, 


York, New Jersey and Pennsylvania 
hampered transportation of many 
performers, caused disruption of sev- 
eral shows and resulted in death of 
one member of the Faludys, comedy 
teeterboard act, and serious injuries 
to the remaining two in the troupe. 
The Faludys, playing the Tower, 
Camden, started out in their car for 
their home in New York when they 
collided with another auto. Istvam 
Papai, recently discharged from the 


Army, was killed instantly. The 
others were taken unconscious to a 
New Brunswick hospital. Their con- 
ditions are critical, 

The latter accident threw the 
Tower bill out of gear, as replace- 
ments couldn’t be made over Christ- 
mas Day. 

Several acts in Allentown, Pa., 
couldn't get through to play dates 
there because of the icy roads. An- 
other show jamup was at the Jamai- 
ca theatre, Jamaica, L. I., when the 
Hermines, midget outfit, were de- 
layed. 

Papai was buried Monday (27) by 
the Actors Fund at Kensico, N. Y. A 
naturalized American citizen of 
Hungarian birth, Papai had no rela- 
tives in this country. He had served 
in the Army for eight months. 


PROSER OBJECTS TO 
PHILLY COPA TAG 


Monte Proser, operator of New 
York’s Copacabana, through his at- 
torney, Maxwell Shapiro, has sent 
word to Harry Linn, owner of the 
recently opened Copacabana, Phil- 
, adelphia, warning against continued 
| use of that tag. It is likely that in- 
| junctive proceedings will be started 
'as Linn claims that his spot was 
, named after a Rio De Janeiro 
| suburb. 

Previously N. Y. bistro keepers 
prevented two Philly operators from 
appropriating names of New York 
clubs. Sherman Billingsley, of the 
Stork Club, N. Y., objected to a 
Philly edition and the Quaker City 
spot’s label was subsequently 
changed to the Swan Club. In ane 
other instance, the 21 Club changed 
to the 1321 after protests by owners 
of the New York spot. 


Quits Chi GAC Office 


Chicago, Dec. 28 

Berle Adams has resigned from the 
local office of the General Amus, 
Corp., where he has been assistant to 
manager Art Weems and head of its 
one-nighter department for the past 
two years. He leaves the organiza- 
tion on Jan. 10. 

Adams will set up his own office 


here 


Karen Cooper, singer, has been 
signed for an additional 12 weeks at 


La., for an indefinite engagement. 


Monte Proser’s Copacabana. 


LOEW 


GENERAL EXECUTIVE OFFICES 


160 W. 46th St., N.Y.C. BRyent 9.7800 
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Variety Bills 


WEEK OF DECEMBER 31 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of 


show, whether full or split week. 


NEW YORK CITY, Eric 


Capitol (30) 
T.ou Holtz 
Kathryn Grayson 
Nancy Walker 
Richard Himber Or 
Rags Ragland 

State (30) 


Carl Ewing's Pets 


| 


NEW YORK CITY 
Paramount (29) 
Tommy Dorsey Ore 

Paul Regan 
Edwards Sis 
CHICAGO 
Chieago (29) 
Oxford Boys 
Walter Dare Wahl 
Jackie Miles 
Dorothy Keller 
DETROIT 
Michigan (29) 
Ina Ray Hutton Bd 
Chester Fredericks 
Dick Buckley 


Loew: 


Diamond Boys 
Harry Savoy 
Bob Hannon 
Crotona (28-29) 
Leonard, Semon & 8S 
Catherine Harris 
Boyd Heathen 
How el & Bowser 
Jackie Gleason (1 to fll) 
Harrison & Fisher LONG ISLAND 
WASHINGTON Freeport (1-2) 
Capitol (30) Ted Leary 
The Redington’'s 8 Smith Sis 
Anita O'Day Suzanne 
Harriet Hoctor (2 to fill) 
Johnny Burke Hempstead (26-29) 
Elizabeth's Canines 
Wally Rand 
Eric Blore 


4 Lyttle Sis 
Byrnes Sis 
(30-2) 

Burion & Janet 
Amsterdam & Todd 
Leonard, Semon & 38 
Roberta & Mack 

Jamaica (26-29) 
The Harmonettes 
Al & Connie Fanton 


Lane Bros 
MIAMI 
Olympia (29) 
Page & Jewett 


rvette 
thi Kent Artie Dann 
Bob “Easton Hermines Midgets 


MINNEAPOLIS (30-2) 


29 Phit Brito 
Arthur & M Havel 
Harold Nicholas 


4 Sidneys 
Steve Evans 
OMAHA 


Sunnyside (31-2) 
Al & Connie Fanton 
Ming, Ling & H S 


Orpheum (29) 


H’wood Cover Gis | Ronnie Carver 


Ladd Lyons 
Valley Stream (31-2) 


RKO 


Ruthie Barnes 

(4 to fill) 
ALLENTOWN 
State (30-1) 

Wallace's Puppets 

Rex Weber 


BOSTON 
Boston (30) 
Ear! Carroll's Co 
CINCINNATI 

Albee (31) 
Gracie Barrie 
8 Stooges 
Mills Bros 
Lloyd & Willis 

CLEVELAND 

Paiace (31) 
Latin Quarter Re: 

COLUMBUS 

Palace (4-6) 
Ritz Bros 
4 Franks 
Susan Miller 
Paul Sydell 
Georgia Sothern 

ROCHESTER 

Temple (31-2) 


Ore 


The Debutones 


Vaughn Monroe Orc} Cy Reeves 


Elizabeth's Canines 
The Harmonettes 
Donnell & Blair 
(i to filld 
FALL RIVER 
Empire (30-1) 
Max & Gang 
Joe Adams 
Tony Canzoneri 
Robert Sis & White 
Chaz Chase 
Mandelis 


5 Marshalls 


HARTEORD 
State (31-2) 
Casa Loma Ore 
Keaton & Armfield 
Krank Gaby 
New Yrs. Eve Only 
Jerry Lewis 
Leticia « 
3 Norton Sis 
Leon Collins 
NEWARK 
Adams (30) 
4 Ink Spots 
Milt Britton Bd 
Grace McDonald 
Shaw & Lee 
PATERSON 
Majestic (30-2) 
Rosalind Gordon 
Jerry Mandy 
Crosby Sis 
Lew Brown Co 
4 Fantinos 
(3-5) 
Paity Lane 
Harry Burns Co 
> Claire Sis 
PHILADELPHIA 
Carman (30) 


Nancy Healy 
Peter Chan 
Bert Walton 


Remos & M 
Fay's (30) 


Paul 


Ruthie Barnes Juggling Jewels 


Louis Jordan Ope 
Jim Wong Tr 
3 Cabin Girls 
Ford, Benny & B 


| 
| 


Casine Russe 
Nina Tarasova 
Dmitri Matvienko 
Nicholas Khadarik 
N Veralle Ballet 
Viadimir Latarev 
Codolban Ore 

Cerutti'’s 
Garland Wilson 


| Eddie Steele 


Mae Barnes 

Maxine Johnson 
Club 18 

toy Sedley 

Vince Curran 

Joe Frisco 

Hal Hickson 

Gaye Dixon 

Althea 

Lillian Fitzgerald 

Hazel MeNulty 

Gordon Andrews O 


Club 
Frankie Hyers 
Pat Harrington 
Diane Fontaine 
Marco 
Peggy O'Neill 
Marie McCall 
Marcia Kent 

Club 1-2-3 
Roger Stearns 
Myra Kingsley 

Copacabana 
Jimmy Durante 
Mary Raye & Naldi 
Karen Cooper 
Larry Brooks 
Mildre. Law 
Mann & Knott 
Los Andrini 
Samba Sirens 
Joel Herron Ore 
Frank Marti Ore 

Coa kReuge 
Eiaine .sarret’ 
Dick Wilson Orch 
Bela Bizony 

Jack Dempsey’s 


Victory Boys & Girl 
Air Lane 3 


Don Baker 

Barbary Coast Boys 

Diamond Horseshoe 
Bob Hall 

Vivien Fay 

Victoria Rane 

toss Sis 

Keith Hall 

Svlivia Barry 

Harry Meehan 

James B. Allison 

Four Rose Buds 

Will Quentmeyer 

Rosalie Grant 

Billy Banks 

Bobby Davis 

Frances Henderson 

Chin Wan 

Vin Travers Orch 
Jimmy Dwyer’s 


NEW YORK 


PARAMOUNT BUILDING 


BOOKING THE NATION'S LEADING INDEPENDENT 
VAUDEVILLE THEATRES 


- EDWARD SHERMAN AGENCY 


BEVERLY HILLS, CAL. | 


CALIFORNIA BANK BLDG. 


(3-5) 
rancisco & Dolores 
3 Samuels 


Sis 
Gil Maison Co 


Hickory Nuits 
BALTIMORE 
Hippodrome (31) 
u ern Jerry & J Brandow 
The Whitsons 
Wesson Bros 


ALABAMA 
Birmingham 
Pantage (31-2) 
Hip, Hip, Hooray 
Mobile 
Lyrie (30-3) 
Swingtime Follies 
FLORIDA 
Jacksonville 
Temple (29-4) 
Dan Fitch Rev 
GEORGIA 
Albany 
Albany (28-29) 
Ada Leonard Orc 
Augusta 
Modjeska (30-2) 
Breezing Along @ 
NO. CAROLINA 

Asheville 
Plaza (31) 
Hudson Cre 
Charlotte 
broadway (31-1) 


Dean 


Rurham 
Carolina (29) 
Keep 'em Laughing 
Greensboro 
National (28) 

Show Time 
High Peint 
Paramount (27) 


Show Time 
O'Neil Show 
Salisbury 


State (30) 


Eddie White 

6 Pyramid Girls 
Royal (31) 

Ethel Walters 

Nat Towles Orch 

Harlem Highlanders 


The Karston Show 
Wilmington 
Carolina (30-31) 

Keep Smiling 
Winston Salem 


Derby Wilson & F 
Tanglef't & Batiste 
x ling 80- 
Anderson 
Breezing Along The Houghtons 
_, Charleston Ballard & Rae 
Victory (27-28) Jerry lewis 
Hip, Hip, Hooray BOSTON 
' Columbia Bradford Hotel (30) 
Carolina (29) Ruth Petty 
Hip, Hip, Hooray Phyllis Clair 
Greenville Gus Van 
Center (28) De Val. Merlie & ¥ 
Breezing Along CAMDEN 
Spartanburg Towers (31-2) 
State (27) Francisco & Dolores 
Breezing Along Jules & ita 
TENNESSEFR Claire Sis 
nave” 
Bijon (28) Hickory Nuts 


Keep Smiling 
Knoxville 
Bijou (27) -¢ 

Keep Smiling 
VIRGINIA 
Danville 
Rialto (30) 

Keep Laughing 
Roanoke 

Roanoke (29) 


ELIZABETH 
Liberty (30-2) 


reedons 


eli 


PROVIDENCE 
Metropolitan ‘(30-2) 
Jerry Wald Ore 
(‘ody & Sue 
Leon Navara 
Joan Brooks 

SPRINGEIELD 

Court Sq. (30-1) 

4 Skating Macks 
Boyd Heathen 

WASHINGTON 

Howard (30) 
Erskine Hawkins Or 


Heckle & Jive 
Sister Tharpe 
Allen & Kent 


WATERBURY 
Poli'’s (29-30) 
Cody & Sue 
Peter Sis 
Bob Allen Ore 
Ronnie Carver 
WOONSOC!I 
New Park ( 
Peters Sis 
Dave Winnie 8 
Ross & La Pierre 
Moe & Totty 
(1 to fill) 
WORCESTER 
Plymouth (30-1) 
Gautiers 
Dean & Edwards 
Hylton Sis 


ET 


31-2) 


Jerr Lawton 
(2 to fill) 


(27-28) 


Cabaret Bills 


‘arrol’s Co 


Bricki' 


The Karston Show 


Warner 


Algiers 
Bill Glass Ore 
Claudia Kaye 


NEW YORK CITY 


Joan Reilly 
Charles Rosof 
Bernie Grauer 


Elaine Vincent 
Brock & Dean 
Virginia Fait 
Julia Gerity 
Singing Waiters 
El Chico 
Dorita & Velero 
Sarita Herrera 
Alejandro Vilalta 
Juan Jose Saro 
Pilar Gomez 
F de Themas Orc 
El Morocco 
Chauncey Grey Ore 
Chiquito Oro 
Andre Bodo 
Charles Inwalé 
Greenwich Village 
Inn 
3enny Fields 
Floria Vestofft 
Carmilita & 
Dino & Rossi 
Mildred Ray Gls 
Ned Harvey Ore 
Los Rhumboleros 
Havana-Madrid 
Diosa Costello 
Pupi Dancers 
Jimi Sutton 
Rolando 
Hilda Salazar Ore 
Maya Ore 
Carlos Varelas Ore 
Hotel Astor 


Lee 


(Columbian Room) 
Tommy Tucker Ore 
Jose Morand Orc 
Cocktall Lounge 
Dick Kuhn 
Hotel Betmont 


Plaza 

(Glass Hat) 
Carey Twins 
Ginyva Lynn 
Gayle Robbins 
Terry Lawlor 
Ruth Wallis 
Jack Edwards Orch 

Hotel Biltmore 
Joan Hyldoft 
John Donohue 
Arnold Shoda 
Ruth Sitarr 
De-Icers (4) 
Ann Warren 
Hai Chase 


| 


Independent 


Vincent Pierce 
Sally Goodwin 


Moya Gifford 
Loretta Lane 


NEW YORK CITY) Kiiiy Kallen Victor Dietz 
Music Hall (30) Ray English Judith Baker 
Xmas Show Paul Curley George Morris Ore 
The Nativity Bill Robinson Don Sysivio Ore 

Good Cheer Academy (27-29) Roberto Ore 
Roxy (29) Surton & Janet Bill’s Gay O's 


Jimmy Dorsey Ou 


Visen & Shirley Ethel Gilbert 


Mollie Towne Harold Willard 
Jane Owen | Jack Ryan 
CITY | Te if Rita Ore Artbur Benson Jimmy Burns 
Sirand (31) Marion Hutton . 
Charlie Barnet Orc | Frank Fa: = Aquarium Rest. sill Kelsey 
_arnet | rank Fay Pewell Maniace Jay Quarts 
vila Mae Morse 
Bunny BFriggs Angie Bond 3 Mme. Alphand 
(24) Marty May | 
Glen Gray Ore Pops & Louie | 
Willie Howard PITTSBURGH i 
Paul Remos Stanley (31) | with 
Berry Bros Benny Goodman Or ’ 
pitas, | Benny Goo || EARL CARROLL’S VANITIES 
Central (31) | Pops & Louie rn 
T.ionel Llampton Or (24) 
Hobby & FF Johnson] Ted Fio Rita Ore GAUDSMI ru BROS. 
Jones & Pearl Rae & Waterfall KKO Boston This Week 
Suddy Page Mills Bros 
(24) Barbara Blaine Placed by EDDIE SMITH 
Youis Prima Ore WASHINGTON Paramount Bldg., N. Y. 
Jerry Lewis Earle (31) 
Kleanor Teeman The Roxyettes 
Keaton & Armiield | Sibyl Bowan 
Buddy Page Carr Bros Armano” T} Bernar 
€ f The Bernards 
PHILADELPHIA Kileen Ritter Ann Francine Evelyn Knight 
Allegheny (23-25) | Ted & Flo Valett Bal Tabarin Ellis Larkins Trio 
Sunny” Rice . (24) Roy Douglas Cafe 68 
Paul Rich | The Roxvettes Olga Suraez Vincent Catanese Or 
West & Lexing Chester Dolphin S Montmartre Gis | Suteru San Miguel 
Manhattan 3 The Kemmys Acorn & Simanons Cafe -Society 
Reid & Tobias Carol King Jack Barrie (Midtown) 
Earle (31) Hileen Ritter Lou Harold Ore Hazel Scott 
Frank Warrea Ore Mildred Bailey 
Bill Bertolotti#’s | John Sebastian 
Norma Raymond Johnny Williams Tr 
Laura Wilson Teddy Wilson Ore 


Cafe Soctety 


(Village) 
Pear! Primus 
Mary Lou Williams 


Phyllis Stewart 

Josh White 

Eddie tleywood Ore 
Casbah 

Odette Athos 


Lee Kuln 3 
Danny Yates Ore 


Rav Heatherton Ore 


(Céucats 
Enric Madriguera O 
Fernando Alva 

| Nita Rosa 

| Bob Lido 

| Cachita 

| The Graysons 


| Ray Arnett 


| Misehel Gomer 3 
| Stanley & Marti 
| Dorothy 


| Mishel Gorner Orch 


Keller 


Hotel Dixte 
(Plantation Room) 
Al Trace 

Hotel Edison 
Ryan-Barron Ore 
Hotel Essex House 
(Casino on Park) 
Abe Lyman Ore 
Rose Blane 
Frankie Connors 
Stanley Worth 

Hotel Lexington 
(Hawaiien Rm) 
Lani McIntire Ore 
Leilani 
Mokihana 
Al MeIntire 
Harold Aloma 
Momi Kai 
Kuulei Young 
Hotel Lineoln 

(Blue Room) 

Georgie Auld Orch 
Hotel McAlipin 
(Marine Grill) | 

Gladys Tell 

Ernest Hamory 

Johnny Messner Ore 


Hotel New Yorker 


(Astor 


(Terrace Room) J 
Sonny Dunham Orc 
Dorothy Claire 
Don Darcy 
Mary Jane Yeo 
Bob Russell 
Bob Ballard 
Jerry Mapes 
Mary Jane Lawson 
Billy Peterson 
Art Paulson Orch 
Peter Kent Orch 
Hotel Park Centra 

(Cocoanut Greve) 
Shep Fields Ore 
G & G Bernard 

(Royal Vaim) 
Ragtime Smitty 
Flo Hart 
Frank Rosati 
Linda Carroll 
Hotel Vennsytvania 

(Cafe Rouge) 
Charlie Spivak Ore 

Hote: Pierre 

(Cotillion BKoom) 
Marie Nash 
Duke Art Jr 
May & Gordon 
Margahret Scott 
Forrest Goodenough 
Kitty Crawford 
Stanley Melba Ore 

(Cafe Plerre) 
Filen Mitchell 
Stanley Melba Ore 

Hotel Plaza 

(Persian Room) 
John Hoysradt 
Gomez & Beatrice 
Bob Grant Ore 

Hotel Roosevelt 
Guy Lombardo Ore 
Walter Perner Ore 
Hotel savoy Plaza 

(Cafe Lounge) 
Clemente Ore 
Marita 
Joseph Marvin Ore 

Hotel Sheraton 

(Satire Room) 
Duncan Sis 
Ber-mar 
Tino Valentt 
Pat Cameron 
Jerry Vanni 
King Johnson Ore 

Hotel St. Moritz 
Dolores De) Carmen 
Ron Perry Ore 

Hotel St. Regis 
Ann Robinson 
B& Peggy Whight 
Paul Castle 
Margaret Barry 
Marcia M 
Sharlee Munster 
Helen Thompson 
Sondra & J Steele 
Freddy Miller Ore 
Theodora Brooks 

Hotel Taft 
Vincent Lopez Ore 
Hotel Watdort- 
Astoria 
Annamary Dickey 
toudenko & Zoritch 

Lina Romnias 
Xavier Cugat Ore 
Mischa Borr Ore 
Hurrtcane 
Ted Lewis & Ore 


| Reed Sisters 


Geraldine De Bois 
Paul White 
Teddy Hale 
Bebe Fox 
Charles Whittier 
June Edwards 
Iceland Restaurant 
Joey Nash 
Danny White 
Rigoletto Bros 
Marlyn & Martinez 
Cocktail Dners (6) 
Ted Eddy’s Ore 
Angelo Ore 
Jimmy Kelly’s 
Glenda Hope 
Jeanne Lynne 
Jo Ann Collier 
John Rockwood 
Burke 2 
Terry Spike 
Renee 
Miidred Truce 
tomero & Rosita 
Carter & Ross 
Lorna Rhode 
Joe Capello Ore 
Kelly's Stable 
Clark Monroe Ore 
Coleman JIlawkins 
Clarence Profit. 8 
Dink Patterson 
Billy Daniels 
Miss Rhapsody 
La Conga 
Jackie Gleason 
Kileen Barton e 
Zarco & Beryl 
Dorothy Dorben G 
Enoch Light Orch 
Leslie James 
Machita. Rhumba R 
La Martinique 
Danny Thomas 
Adrienne 
Martiniqueens 
Maxi Bergere Oro 
Socasses Ore 
Latin Quarter 
Billy Vine 
Cardini 
Mazzone & Abbott 
Shea & Raymond 
Christiani Mamily 
Henry Therrien 
Chario & Dupree 
Una Cooper 
Adele Parrish 
Don McGrane Orch 
Jose Cortez Orch 
La Vie Parisienne 
Celeste Ifolm 
Leon & Eddie’s 
Eddie Davis 
Katherine L. Chang 
Roberta & Alicia 
Muan 
Sherry Britton 
Marvin Sis 
Jane Johnstone 
Emilee Adreon 
Lou Martin Ore 
Monte Carlo Casino 
Dic ie Gaspaite-Orc- 
Marga 
Smolen & Rosati 


Hume 
Smolen & Rosati 
Ralph Rotgers Bd 


Old Reumanian 
Henny Nadell 
Fanchon 
Leo Fuld 
Sadie Banks 
Joe LaPorte Ore 
Paris qui Chante 
Pierre de Caillaux 
Myrette Ponselle 
Sylvie St. Clair 
Richard Manning 
Jeanne Morain 
Leonard VWiliot 
Irma Jurist 

Queen Mary 
Naya Grecia 
Vera Niva 
Castaine & Barry 
Guy Martin Girls 
Pat Clayton 
Irving Conn Ore 
Peter Rotunda Bd 

Rogers Corner 
Korn Kobblers 
Harry Lefcourt Orc 
Papaya Hawaiians 
Victor Quartet 
Harold Green 


Ross MacLean 


Embassy, N. Y. 
Bricker’s entrance as G.O.P. presi- 
dential candidate. 

Pathe, cashing in on its vast li- 
brary material, has the prize yarn 
on the 40th anniversary of the Kitty 
Hawk, with newsreel coverage of ac- 
tual first Wright .irplane test. This 
newsreel also makes something of 
the baby blimp patrol of the At- 
lantic. i 

‘Europe’s Crossroads’ covers the 
role Portugal is playing during the 
war in customary high-class M. of T. 
fashion. U.S. Navy is credited with 
presenting ‘Destination Island X,’ a 
WAC release, a short on the epee. 

ear. 


Stanley, Pitt 
Pittsburgh, Dec. 24. 


Ted Fio Rito Orch (15), Mills 
Bros., Nan Rae & Mrs. Waterfall, 
Barbara Blaine, Candy Candido, 


Patti Palmer, Kay & Brothers; ‘Iron 
Major’ (RKO). 


First time Ted Fio Rito has been 
around here in years, although last 
summer he played an engagement at 
Vogue Terrace, nearby theatre-res- 
taurant in East McKeesport. He well 
knows what's good in band music 
and although WB deluxer may not 
have seen him in years, Fio Rito has 
the same knowing showmanship 
which carried him to the top a long 
time ago and has kept him there al- 
most continuously ever since. 

Band looks plenty young. but that 
doesn’t seem to affect the results. 
However, as long as Candy Candido’s 


House Reviews 
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two boys 


are on edge, the attacks smart and 
clean and the performance plenty 
tangy. Band only does three num- 
bers without vocals, but they go fine 
and draw warmish kudos from the 
kids. Wald turns one trick on the 
clarinet with ‘Blues Concerto,’ an 
arty melange which, unlike most of 
the genre, clicks. He finishes on a 
top note to catch gasps. 

Ginny Powell leads off with heppy 
vocals on ‘Shoo Shoo Baby’ and ‘Cow 
Cow Boogie,’ a pair of tunes that set 
a pace(for any show, but which, in 
her idea of them and the band’s 
execution of the accompaniments, 
drive home the point with plenty to 
spare. 

Samuels Brothers, next, hold the 
lead with exceptional tapping. The 
and girl act takes 
time out in the middle to put 
over a comedy military drill routine, 
and finish socko. Dick Herrick follows 
to sing ‘I'll Be Home For Christmas’ 
and ‘Goodbye Sue.’ He croons them 
at a dismal tempo but they like it, 
and he encores with ‘Paper Doll.’ 


Chaz Chase, next, wows as usual 
with his standard gobbling-every- 
thing-in-sight, and draws his usual 
big noise with stripper finish. In the 
ace spot, Patricia Morison, looking 
super-svelte, makes the mistake of 
swapping cracks with the wolves in 
the galleries, but delivers the goods 
with very creditable versions of 
‘Begin the Beguine,’ ‘Tonight We 
Live,’ and a medley from ‘Oklahoma.’ 
She’s well liked ad heavily ap- 
plauded. Biz still off, but signs of 
quick recovery. lie. 


around, Fio Rito will 
have somebody besides himself to re- 
mind him of the golden era. Candido 
is easily the individual hit of the 
show. The frog voice’s vocal duets 
are socko and he could have stuck at 
the mike long after his allotted time. 
Singing chores are looked after com- 
petently by Patti Palmer, a good- 
looker who doesn’t let her pipes out, 
however; Kay and Brothers, two 
boys from the band, and Quig Quig- 
ley, trumpet player. Latter draws a 
nice bead on a novelty tune, ‘Scrap 
Your Fat,’ of which he’s an animated 
illustration. Quigley was formerly 
with Hal McIntyre, left to go into the 
service and then joined Fio Rito 
when he was 4F'’d. 

Mills Brothers are sharing top bill- 
ing with the band. Group's excel- 
lence hasn't been noticeably im- 
paired by a couple of changes in the 
company, although they still haven't 
acquired quite the velvety tones of 
the old line-up, and over big. Boys, 
of course, don’t forget their best- 
selling platter, ‘Paper Doll,’ but 
smartly leave it to the audience to 
yell out for the pop after they have 
apparently gone through their reper- 
tory. It takes them off solidly. 

Barbara Blaine (New Acts) gets 
the lay-out off to a fast start with 
some flashy footwork, and Nan Rae 
and Mrs. Waterfall, the radio gals, 


run through their familiar corny 
comedy dialogue, which is almost 
word for word what it was wher 


they were last here more than a year 
ago in George White’s tab ‘Scandals.’ 
Fio Rito, incidentally, doesn’t confine 
himself to the baton and the an- 
nouncements, sitting down at the 
piano te pound out a crack accom- 
paniment for Candido. 

Overture Mauri¢e Spitalny’s 
house orch got a nice hand today 
from the small crowd, the day before 
Xmas shopping rush keeping the | 
pews pretty empty for the getaway. | 


hy 
Dy 


continue to'f 


Continued from typo | 


Uniforms 
have been 


that with which they 
identified in the past. 

Some question, however, whether 
contracts which stars held with vari- 
ous studios will remain in effect 
after the war if the time limit on the 
various pacts expires or nears ex- 
piration when the stars return to 
civilian life. 

In this respect, there is now pend- 
ing the case of Olivia de Havilland 
vs. Warner Bros. where the star con- 
tends that suspension should be cal- 
culated as part of the term of the 
contract. Warners contend that since 
the studio did not get any work out 
of the star while she was under 
suspension that the suspension peri- 
Ods should be added and the seven- 
year pact extended by an equivalent 
period. 

Court decision in this matter 
would set a precedent but studio 
execs question whether any decision 
would affect stars who entered the 
armed services. In latter instance it 
is held that since the studio did not 
suspend the stars, and since the lat- 
ter were obliged to terminate their 
civilian duties because of the na- 
tional emergency, that pre-war con- 
tracts should be fulfilled and the 
stars become available for the length 
of time originally contracted. 

Should there be a ruling to the 
contrary, studios 3 
start bidding for those stars whose 
contracts run out while they are in 
service. 


Cohen. | 


RKO, Boston 


Boston, Dec. 23. 


Jerry Wald Orch (15): Patricia 
Morison, Samuels Brothers (3), Chaz 
Chase; ‘Tarzan’s Desert Mystery’ 
(RKO). 


The Wald band, with Wald himself 
providing plenty of zip in the clar- 
inet department, offers a sound back- 


ground to current layout, which 


what it might be). 

The band’s personnel appears 
younger than most, and it plays that 
way, too. That is to say, the rhythms 


Phil D'Arcy Lu-Cellia 

3 Merry makers Criss Cross 

Sig Schotb Ore Corday & Triano 
Ruban Bleu David Brooks 


Maxine Sullivan Irene Hawthorne 
Hope Emerson Dale Belmont 
lise Bois Marion Niles 
Day, Dawn & Dusk Village Barn 
Hierman Chittison 3} Dick Thomas 


Julius Monk 
Spivy’s Roof 
Consuelo Flowerton 
Walter Liberace 
Rodger Vaughan 

Stork Club 


Estelle Loring 

Tiny Clark 

Gerri Gale 

Eddie Ashman Ore 
Village Vanguard 

Albinny Jones 


Russ Smith Orch R Dyer-Bennett 
Tony’s Trouville }éiwen Tyne 
Cy Walter Joe Thomas 8 
Nita Molina’ Wive) 
Alex Giraldo Bob Lee 
Harry Le Roy Carmen Montoya 
Kidy Tommy Hayden 
Bus Davis Mile. Hildeen 
Ubangi Club Gertrude Hild 
Viola Jefferson The Paulens 
Hot Cha Drew Harry Horton Ore 
Versallies Zanzibar 
Joe Washington Ruck and Bubbles 
Cook & Brown 


Ada Brown 
Patterson & Jacks'n 
Tops & Wilda 

Don Redman Ore 


Claudia Wheeler 
Socassas Ore 
Dwight Fiske 
Val Olman Orc. 


Panchito Ore Canay's Bd 


Stagers’ Market 


Continued from page 1 oe 


that the playwrights usually stage 
their own works and some, like 
George S. Kaufman and Moss Hart, 
do it for others. But in the main a 
John van Druten will stage his ‘Voice 
of the Turtle;’) Ed Choderov, Samson 
Raphaelson, Rose Franken, The 


proves satisfactory all around for the 


stage nianager of “‘fuinior Miss’), 
Rachel Crothers, Elmer Rice, et al., 
stage their own productions. 

The Playwrights Co. even brought 
over Rusty Lane from England for 
Maxwell Anderson’s new ‘Storm 
Operations,’ although in this instance 
something went awry and Michael 
Gordon (ex-Group Theatre) was 
substituted. Anderson liked the way 
Lane did ‘Eve of St. Mark’ in Lon- 
don, hence the importation. Gordon 
meantime had been brought east by 
Theron Bamberger for ‘Riding on His 


Pony,’ but when the latter abon- 
doned that play, Gordon shifted to 
the. Playwrights. 


Herman Shumlin perhaps got a 
record slice of a play when the The- 
atre Guild gave him 25% of ‘Wine of 
Choice,’ ill-fated Sam Behrman play 
some seasons back. 


Cozy Cole, featured drummer in 


Bill Bailey ‘Carmen Jones,’ brought a small jazz 
band 


into the 52nd Street Yacht 


club, N. Y., last night (Tuesday) for 
a doubling stint. 


force 
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$7 


LEGITIMATE 


‘Carmen Tooters 
Get $11 Increase 


Via Opera Ruling 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 28. 

‘Carmen Jones,’ Broadway, 
has been defined as class B grand 
opera by the musicians union. That 
ruling became effective as of last 
Saturday (25), the minimum pay of 
the pit bunch increasing from $88 

99 per man. 

ag Rose, the show’s producer, 
who contended that ‘Carmen’ is op- 
eretta and belonged in the legit 
classification, immediately gave two- 
weeks’ notice to eight musicians, re- 
ducing the size of the orchestra from 
40 men to 32. P 

When the show was trying out, an 
orchestra of the latter size was used, 
put when it opened on Broadway 
additional strings were engaged with 
the result that the pit elevator could 
not be raised sufficiently, some men 
being under the stage apron. 

‘Carmen’ is the second Broadway 
musical classified as B grand opera, 
the other attraction being ‘Rosalin- 
da.’ 46th Street. Latter is the only 
musical under the jurisdiction of the 
American Guild of Musical Artists 
but the latter union claims ‘Carmen’ 
should also be rated as grand opera. 
However, the colored-cast show Is 
under Equity jurisdiction. Musicians’ 
scale for ‘Rosalinda’ is $90 per man, 
difference in pay from that of ‘Car- 
men’ being explained on the basis of 
the price of tickets. Latter is $4.40 
top, whereas the former's top is 
$3.30 
Muriel Rahn, the songstress who 
alternates in ‘Carmen's’ title part 
with Muriel Smith, is back in the 
show. Miss Rahn’s salary is the same 
as originally set and she has signed 
a run-of-the-play contract after a 


salary dispute. 


Plays on Broadway 


Listen. Professor 


Milton Baron production in association 


with Jean Muir and Toni Ward of three- 
act comedy (one scene) by Alexander Afin- 
oxenov; adapted by Peggy Phillips from 
transiation by J. J. Robinson; stars Dudley 
Digges: features Viola Frayne. Staged by 
Sanford Meisner; setting by Howard Bay; 
opened at Forrest, N. Y., Dec. 22, 43; $3.30 
toy 

Prof. Vassily Okayemov..... Dudley Digges 
Leonid Blaine 
Nina Reid 
Victor Tumansky.........-. Peter Fernandez 
Dr. Pavel Tumansky...... Alexander Clark 
Sonya Marshak...........Michael Dreyfuss 
Peggy Allardice 
Galya Chikova......./ Anne Marie Macaulay 


Originally done by .the Harvard 
Dramatic club under the title of 
‘Mashenka,’ impression is that this 
play from the Russian belongs more 
among college and school circles 
than on Broadway. 

Afinogenov, who wrote the origi- 
nal, was killed in a German bomber 
raid on Moscow. He is credited with 


play there are four youngsters who 
invade the study of aged Prof. 
Okayemov and they dominate the 
Story when the old boy is not in 
action. 

Masha, his 15-year-old grand- 
daughter, is the first to change the 
course of the professor’s existence. 
He is working on a musty article 
anent the seventh century when the 
girl’s mother ships her to the pro- 
fessor’s home, attempting to find 
solace with a new husband after 
Masha’s father had died. Leonid, 
& mining engineer who is enamored 
of pretty Nina, who lives down- 
Stairs and who teaches singing, first 


207, Tax on Legit Being 
Fought Through Plea To 
Customers in Programs 


Getting a breathing spell through 
the holiday recess of Congress, 
which convenes Jan. 10, the com- 
mittee yepresenting the legitimate 
theatre in New York and through- 


out the country in seeking a 
lowering of the new 20% admis- 
sions tax, will be in stride by next 
week. At that time programs in 
Broadway theatres and all houses 
out of town playing legit shows 
will carry an appeal headed ‘I Am 
the Theatre.’ It was written in 
allegorical style by Oliver M. 
Sayler of the. committee. It is 
hoped that audiences will respond 
by making appeals to their senators 
and congressmen, basic idea being 
to retain the present 10% tax 
instead of doubling it. 

Plans for appeals by radio have 
not been completed but is is ex- 
pected that spot announcements will 
be made available. Name artists 
may be on such porgrams, and if 
that plan is worked out, radio time 
will be secured without expendi- 
ture. So far no funds have been 
raised for the campaign against the 
lofted admissions levy. 


‘Belles’ Sticks Under 


New Deal for House 


‘Victory Belles,’ which was forced 
out of the Mansfield, N. Y,., last 
month, then resuming after a week’s 


lapse at the Ambassador under a 
four-week guarantee to the theatre, 
at the same time cutting salaries 
with the nod of Equity because of 
the show’s bumpy bookings, has 
made another deal for the house un- 
der similar conditions, That will keep 
‘Belles’ on Broadway through Janu- 
ary, although it has been the lowest 
grosser on the list, takings mostly 
coming from cut-rating. A wealthy 
backer is reported keeping the show 
operating. 

‘Belles’ was produced by Henry 
Adrian, who has an arbitration ac- 
tion pending against Michael Myer- 
berg, the latter allegedly having 
forced the play out of the Mansfield 
in violation of another arbitration 
held to settle the disputed booking 
contract. Adrian, inducted into the 
Army at Camp Upton, was assigned 
to handle the theatre there, but has 
been enabled to supervise the affairs 
of ‘Belles.’ 


fatches the young girl’s attention, 
Inature for her. 
School friends form what is called 


& collective, Masha becoming a mem- 
ber, and they tell the professor just 
what is on their minds. It is a re- 
4r€Shiug experience for the old boy 
and through them he sees a new 

orizon. The girl’s mother, Vera, 
comes to reclaim Masha, her, new 
marriage being an error. In the end 
Vera is invited to make her home at 
the professor’s, too. 

There is a gentle strain of humor 
developed as the performance pro- 
gresses, but ‘Professor’ is not hilar- 
lous, and seems more likely a story 
than a play. Dudley Digges, who is 
a Patriarch among. players, again 
Bives a fine reading in a part quite 
Similar to that he created in ‘On 

orrowed Time.’ 

As in ‘Time,’ the principal sup- 
Porting character is a youngster, a 
first time for Susan Robinson, whose 
Masha is excellent. Viola Frayne 
1s featured, but her Vera has com- 
paratively few lines. Frances Reid, 
oe ina, is one of the attractive per- 
Sin the play, while Martin Blawte 

B0od as the engineer. Alexander 

tk is an amorous doctor: His 

(Continued on page 39) 


OUT 
NEXT WEEK 


YORK 19, 


W. 46th St. 


WARD MOREHOUSE 
contributes some inside stuff on 


‘GEORGE M. COHAN— 


Prince of the American 
Theatre’ 


which you will NOT find In his 
new book. 


An editorial feature of the 
88th Anniversary Number of 


VARIETY 


(Post-War Show Business 
Issue) 


OUT NEXT WEEK 


Mex Hayride’ 
Costing $225,000 


‘Mexican Hayride,’ newest musi- 
cal produced by Michael Todd, due 
to open in Boston tonight (29), is 
reported the most costly attraction 
of the season. Manager estimated 
the production outlay to be $225,000. 


Show’s tryout date was set back 
because settings and costumes were 
delayed in delivery. Costumes were 
made in four different. studios, cost 
of the duds being around $80,000, 
according to Todd. 

While the booking jam on Broad- 
way has eased up, there may be ad- 
ditional switches. Possible’ that 
‘Hayride’ will come to the Winter 
Garden, currently tenanted by ‘Zieg- 
feld Follies.’ Latter revue is in its 
ninth month, unusually long for a 
‘Follies.’ If the show goes to the 
road and ‘Hayride’ takes over, ‘One 
Touch of Venus’ will remain at the 
Imperial, present plan being to 
move it to the 46th Street, after 
three more weeks, to make way for 
the ‘Hayride’ tenancy. Around the 
Garden it was stated the ‘Follies’ was 
slated to play into March. 

If ‘Venus’ goes to the 46th Street 
it will mean that ‘Rosalinda’ will 
end its run there, it being planned 
to tour the operetta instead of mov- 
ing to another house. ‘Winged Vic- 
tory’ remains at the 44th Street, 
run probably extending through 
spring. ‘Something for the Boys’ 
will go to the road from the Alvin 
after another two weeks, that house 


(January 5,1944) 


HOLLYWOOD 28, 
1708 No. Vine St. 


getting ‘Jackpot.’ 


CHICAGO 1, 
54 W. Randolph St. 


N. Y. License Commissioner Moss 


Holds Up Licenses of Ticket Brokers 


‘Bright Lights’ Royalty 
Suit Must Be Arbitrated, 
Pecora Rules in N. Y. 


Provision in the Dramatists Guild 
minimum basic agreement, which 
stipulates that all disputes between 
managers and authors must be set- 
tled by arbitration, has been upheld 
by Justice Ferdinand Pecora in the 
Supreme Court, N. Y. Decision was 
made in connection with differences 
between the author and composer of 
‘Bright Lights,’ which was presented 
at the Forrest, N. Y., by Alex H. 
Cohen early in the fall but which 
flopped out after three performances. 


Cohen must go to arbitration with 
Ruth M. Poll and Bob Emmerich, 
whom he engaged as author and 
composer of ‘Lights.’ Writers claim 
royalties and damages although, in- 
stead of their material being used, 
the manager substituted a libretto 
and score by other writers. Isador 
J. Kresel and Milton R. Weinberger, 
counsel for the original authors, will 
seek recovery for them by arbitra- 
tion, and among the claims will be 
an item of $10,000, as attorneys’ fees. 


Cohen’s defense was that the con- 
tract with Mrs. Poll and Emmerich 
had not been countersigned by the 
Guild, which is the usual procedure. 
Justice Pecora in a lengthy decision 
ruled that Cohen’s defense was out 
of line because the young manager 
deliberately prevented the counter- 
signing of the contract by failure to 
send the agreement to the Guild. 
The court also ruled that since it is 
mandatory for the Guild to counter- 
sign contracts when such pacts are 
in conformity with the basic agree- 
ment, such an okay is merely a mat- 
ter of form. Court’s ruling appears 
to clear up a problematical situation 
between managers and authors when 
contracts are not countersigned. 

Another arbitration in connection 
with the same show is pending. It 
was filed by Charles Moss, Ruth 
Warren and Mary Ann Poll, the 


backers of ‘Lights,’ who seek the re- 
turn of their investments on the 
ground that the original book and 
score was not used. They contend 
that had they known of the substi- 
tution, they would have not invested. 
Cohen was represented by Irving D. 
Lipkowitz. 


Your Best Salesman 
Markets 


and 


LONDON 


Up to this week Paul Moss, N. Y, 
commissioner of licenses, had’ issued 
no permits to Broadway’s ticket 
agencies, although the licenses are 
issued on an annual basis and expire 
Saturday(31). Moss has been devot- 
ing considerable attention to the 
brokers because of alleged breaches 
of the state law limiting premiums 
to 75c and it’s understood that his 
attitude of bearing down on all 
agencies has been heightened by 
pressure from Mayor EaGuardia. 

Licenses for agencies calls for a 
fee of $200 yearly. Usually the com- 
missioner has notified the brokers 
some weeks in advance of the ex- 
piration date that licenses have been 
ready. Understood Moss plans call- 
ing brokers individually to his office 
and will again issue a warning that 
if there is any more gypping de- 
tected, the licenses issued to offend- 
ers will be cancelled. 

Four city detectives have been as- 
signed to the license commissioner’s 
office to check on agencies at the 
reported order of the mayor. That 
move followed alleged overcharging 
as reported by a columnist. Latter’s 
column included a report that Noel 
Coward, visiting from England, had 
paid around $125 for a pair of tickets 
for a hit. Brokers say that was un- 
true, claiming that Coward saw but 
three plays and paid the boxoffice 
price. 

Agency people are between two 
fires because the legit code enforce- 
ment board has the right to deal out 
punishment for overcharging. Last 
week Arthur Lemmon was fined 
$500, the stiffest nick made by the 
code bunch to date. Broker ad- 
mitted that some tickets were sold 
at more than the legal rate but 
claimed a clerk in his Park avenue 
agency was responsible. 

While some gypping exists, it is 
declared by better-known brokers 
that the percentage of tickets sold 
in violation of the law is small. It 
appears that because some smaller 
brokers have been caught cheating, 
all the others have been put under 
suspicion. Since the start of the sea- 
son there have been less than half 
a dozen known cases of gypping, and 
one downtown broker was caught 
twice selling tickets at more than 
the legal rate, his license being 
suspend the first time. 


2 CENTER THEATRES 
CONFUSE NEW YORKERS 


Names of the Center theatre, Radio 
City, and the N. Y. City Center are 
so similar that it is understood 
Mayor LaGuardia has been asked to 
select a different label for the city 
enterprise, formerly Mecca Temple, 
on West 55th street. Many telephone 
calls have been received at the Cen- 
ter, which houses ‘Stars on Ice,’ 
from persons seeking the former 
theatre. The confusion occurred 
principally when ‘Susan and God’ 
played the City Center as the open- 
ing attraction. 

‘Stars’ is playing twice daily this 
week. There will be no matinee on 
Friday (31) but a performance will 
be given at midnight, soon after the 
regular night show is finished. 


Waxman Putting Musical 
‘Rain’ Into Rehearsal 


‘Sadie Thompson,’ the musical ver- 
sion Of ‘Rain’ in which the late 


+ 


success, is due for rehearsals, show 
to be presented by A. P. Waxman. It 
is denied that Cheryl Crawford and 
John Wildberg have ‘Rain,’ though it 
was reported they planned a musical 
version with Mariene Dietrich to be 
starred. 

‘Sadie’ was the leading character 
in the South Seas drama. Musical 
version is by Howard Dietz and 
Vernon Duke, latter having been 
honorably discharged from the Coast 
Guard. Show will have a Polynesian 
chorus in addition to a ballet. 


Kober Putting Finishing 
Touches to ‘Dear Bella’ 


Arthur Kober has about completed 
‘Dear Bella,’ dramatization of his 
‘Bella Gross of the Bronx’ stories in 
New Yorker. It’s in the same idiom 
as his ‘Having Wonderful Time.’ 

John Golden will produce ‘Bella,’ 


j|and the 20th-Fox contract scripter 


will remain around New York until 
March or April as Kober is not due 


8 St. Martin's Pl. 


back on the Coast until then. 
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B’way Continues Spotty; Turtle’ Real 
Sock, $20,000, ‘Carmen’ 426, ‘Venus’ 
35146, ‘Victory’ Goes to $36,000 


Broadway grosses slipped 
further last week but some held 
their own. Looks doubtful whether 
the current week will be as pros- 
perous for theatricals as most other 
Xmas weeks. There appvears to be 
no heavy demand for New Year's 
Eve tickets, prices having been 
boosted as usual. Because New 
Year’s falls en Saturday only a few 
attractions are giving extra matinees. 

‘Listen Professor’ has an indicated 


Many 


chance, it being one of two new 
plays last week. ‘Feathers in a 
Gale’ was panned and taken off 
quickly. 


Estimates for Last Week 

Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
M (Musical), O (Operetta). 

‘A Connecticut Yankee,’ Beck (6th 
week) (M-1,214; $4.40). One of those 
shows not affected last week; in fact, 
gross was up and the count was 
rated around $21,000. 

‘Angel Street,’ Golden (107th 
week) (D-789; $3.30). Slightly better 
here too but takings of approxi- 
mately $6,500 under normal for this 
stayer. 

‘Another Love Story,’ Fulton (11th 
week) (C-938: $3.30). Due off after 
another week; down around $6,500, 
under even break: ‘Peep Show’ to 
follow Jan. 20. 

‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ Hudson 
(155th week) (CD-1,094; $3.30). An- 
other run show affected in recent 
weeks and no better than even 
break; $6,500. 

‘Carmen Jones,’ Broadway (4th 
(O-1,900; $4.40). Up to $42,- 
000; newest musicar success capacity 
Saturday afternoon for its first 
matinee sellout; leads all in point of 
gross, 

‘Doctors Disagree,’ Bijou (CD-608; 
$3.30). Presented by William Brown 
Meloney; written by Rose Franken; 
favorably reported at preview 
showings. 

‘Early to Bed,’ Broadhurst (28th 
week) (M-1,160; $4.40). Among the! 
musicals which have suffered since | 
newer shows arrived; around $16,- | 
000 estimated. | 

‘Feathers in a Gale,’ Music Box. 
Drew weak press and was taken off 
Saturday after seven performances; 
‘Over 21’ due here next week. 

‘Harriet,’ Miller (34th week) (D-| 
940; $3.85). Suspended  perform- 
mances after Thursday (23) in 
deference to Helen Hayes’ desire to 
spend Christmas at home: around 
$19.000. 

‘Janie,’ Mansfield (67th week) (C- 
1,001; $3.30). Playing one extra 
matinee because of youngsters in 
town on school holiday; business 
light last week: $6,000. 

‘Kiss and Tell,’ Biltmore (40th 
week) (C-920; $3.30). Also playing 
an extra matinee: has been off, with 
takings around $10,500. | 

‘Life With Father,’ Empire (213th 
week) (D-1,082; $3.30). After 
dropping to new low, somewhat 
better last week by virtue of strong 
Saturday; $10,300. 


‘Listen, Professor,’ Forrest (1st | 
~~ Ubu; ~ $3.30 ~ Opened 
middle of last week; notices 


divergent; boxoffice interest clainied 
to be developing. 

‘Lovers and Friends,’ Plymouth | 
(4th week) (D-1,075+ $3.85). Couple | 
of parties helped here again and the | 
gross was around $21,000, excellent 
for straight show. 

‘Oklahoma,’ St. James (39th week) 
(M-1,520; $4.40). Continued demand 
for tickets one of the town’s won- 
ders; getting all house will hold, 
$30,600. 

‘One Touch of Venus,’ 
(12th week). Stated to have sold 
out throughout last week. with 
quoted gross $35,500; record so far | 


Imperial 


REVIVALS 
‘Merry Widow,’ Majestic (21st 
| week) (O-1,695; $3.30). One of the 


Those Cancellations! 


Manager of one of Broadway’s 
major musicals has stated thas 
there were more cancellations 
than tickets sold during the two 
weeks prior to Christmas. At- 
traction he refers to is @® run 
show. 

More recently arrived musical 
clicks have continued to Ca- 
pacity. Epidemic or grippe and 
influenza principally accounted 
for the cancellations. 


Rigsby and Dorothy Heyward; first 
known as ‘New Georgia’; opens to- 
night. 

‘Stars on Ice,’ Center (73d week) 
(repeat date) (R-3,000; $1.65). Down 
under $20,000 but playing twice 
daily this week and should double 
that count. 

‘The Doughgirls,’ Lyceum (52d 
week) (C-997; $3.30). Somewhat off 
but close to $13,900 again and likely 
to climb back to capacity; has com- 
pleted year’s run. 

‘The Voice of the Turtle,’ Morosco 
(3d week) (CD-955; $3.30). Quoted 
at nearly $20,000; can’t get much 
more; couple of parties last week at 
slight concession; new comedy is a 
standout among season's productions. 

‘Tomorrow the World,’ Barrymore 
(37th week) (D-1,064; $3.30). One 
of the money holdovers which has 
been affected of late but still mak- 
ing some coin; $10,500 estimated. 

‘The Two Mrs. Carrolls,’ Booth 
(21st week) (R-712; $3.30). Dropped 
further but still goodly money at 
$11,500. 

‘Three's a Family,’ Longacre (33d 
week) (C-1,018; $3.30), Making a 
run of it; off with the field but 
claimed around $7,500; this week 
should be much better. 

‘Victory Belles,’ Ambassador (7th 
week) (C-1,105; $3.30). Mystery of 
this low grosser sticking is whim of 
wealthy backer; rated under $2,500. 

‘What’s Up,’ National (6th week) 
(M-1,162; $4.40). This week should 
decide whether show will continue; 
down to around $10,000, unusually 
weak for musical at scale. 

‘Winged Victory,’ 44th Street (5th 
week) (D-1,325; $4.40). Few more 
seats have been inserted and takings 
reported a little higher than previ- 
ously; $36,000 estimated: capacity. 

‘Ziegfeld Follies, Winter Garden 
(39th week) (R-1,523; $4.40). Long- 
run revue has been affected since 
Thanksgiving, and last week was re- 
ported under $26,000; touring a pos- 
sibility, but recovery likely. 


best musical winners of season but 
has been off too; around $20,000, 
said to better even break. 

‘Othello,’ Shubert (9th week) (D- 
1.325; $3.30). Getting all house can 
hold; demand this week especially 
heavy. with. schonls..aut and. adoles- 
cents on Broadway. 

SPECIAL 

‘The Patriots,’ City Center (D-693; 
$1.65). Played one week as sched- 
uled and then back to road: rated 
around $14,000: next legit show re- 
vival of ‘Our Town,’ Jan. 10; ‘March- 
ing With Johnny’ was due here but 
cancelled. 


‘Over 21’ 116, ‘Abie’ 736, 
‘Doughgirls’ 856, Hub 


Boston, Dec. 28. 


Considering the tough going, the 


Current Road Shows 


(Dec. 29-Jan, 8) 


‘Abie’s Irish Rose’—Ply mouth, Bos- 
ton (29-8). 

‘Abie’s Irish Rose’ (2d Co.)—Music 
Hall, Kansas City (29-1); Coliseum, 
Sioux Falls, S. D. (3); Corn Palace, 
Mitchell, S. D. (4); Orpheum, Sioux 
City, Ia. (5); Aud., St. Paul (6-8). 

‘Aldrich Family’ (‘What a Life’)— 
Lafayette, Detroit (29-8). 

‘Arsenic and Old Lace’ (2d Co.)— 
Coliseum, Evansville, Ind, (29); Eng- 
lish, Indianapolis (30-1); American, 
St. Louis (3-8). 

‘Blackouts of 1943’ (vaude)—El 
Capitan, Hollywood (29-8). 

‘Blithe Spirit’—Studebaker, 
cago (29-8). 

‘Blossom Time’ — His Maijesty’s, 
Montreal (29-1); Savoy, Hamilton, 
Ont. (3-5); Grand, London, Ont. (6- 
8). 

‘Blossom Time’ (2d Co.)—Forrest, 
Philadelphia (29-8). 

‘Cherry Orchard’—Shubert, 
Haven (6-8) (premiere). 

‘Corn Is Green’—Lyceum, Minne- 


Chi- 


New 


apolis (30-1); Babcock, Billings, 
Mont. (3); Rainbow, Great Falls, 
Mont. (4): Marlow, Helena, Mont. 


(5); Fox, Butte, Mont. (6); Metro- 
politan, Seattle (8). 

‘Curtain Time’ (vaude)—Curran, 
San Francisco (29-8). 


‘Doughgirls’ (2d Co.) — Colonial, 
Boston (29-8). 
‘Doughgirls’ (3d Co.) — Walnut, 


Philadelphia (3-8). 

Katherine Dunham—Royal Alex- 
andra, Toronto (3-8). 

‘Embers of Haworth’—Callboard, 
Los Angeles (7-8) (premiere). 

Gilbert and Sullivan—Nixon, Pitts- 
burgh (29-1); Cox, Cincinnati (3-8). 

‘Good Night Ladies’—Blackstone, 
Chicago (29-8). 

‘Icecapades’—Boston Garden, Bos- 
ton (29-8). 

‘Jackpot’—Ford’s, Baltimore (29- 
1); National, Washington (3-8). 

‘Jane Eyre’ — Wilma, Missoula, 
Mont. (29); Marlow, Helena, Mont. 
(30); Fox, Butte, Mont. (31-1); Fargo, 
Fargo, N. D. (4); Aud., St. Paul (5); 
Lyceum, Minneapolis (6-8). 

‘Janie’—Davidson, Milwaukee (29- 
1); Hanna, Cleveland (3-8). 

‘Junior Miss’—Geary, San Fran- 
cisco (29-8). 

‘Kiss and Tell’ 
Chicago (29-8). 

‘Kiss and Tell’ (3d Co.)—Locust, 
Philadelphia (29-8). 

‘Kiss and Tell’ (4th Co.)—Biltmore, 
Los Angeles (29-8). 

‘Lady Chatterly’s Lover’—Belasco, 
Los Angeles (31-8). 

‘Life With Father’ (2d Co.)—Royal 
Alexandra, Toronto (29-1); Shea’s, 
Bradford, Pa. (3); Shea’s, Jamestown, 
N. Y. (4); Shea’s, Erie, Pa. (5); Pal- 
ace, Ashtabula (O.) (6); Colonial, 
Akron (7); Park, Youngstown (8). 

‘Marianne’—Shubert, New Haven 
(30-1) (premiere); Ford’s, Baltimore 
(3-8). 

‘Mexican Hayride’—Shubert, Bos- 
ton (29-8). 

‘My Sister Eileen’—Karlton, Wil- 
tiainsport, Pa. (29); Rajah, Reading, 
Pa. (30); War Memorial Aud., Tren- 
ton (31-1); Nixon, Pittsburgh (3-8). 

‘New Meet the People’—Assistance 
League Playhouse, Hollywood (29-8). 

‘Oklahoma’ (2d Co.) — Erlanger, 
Chicago (29-8). 

‘Out of These Chains’—-Beaux Arts, 
Los Angeles (29-8). 

‘Over 21’—National, 
(29-1). 

‘Patriots’—American, St. Louis (29- 
1); Cass, Detroit (3-8). 

‘Porgy and _ Bess’—Shrine Aud., 
Oklahoma City (29); Convention 
Hall, Tulsa (30-31); Forum, Wichita, 
Kans. (1): Coliseum. Evansville. Ind. 


(2a Co.)—Harris, 


Washington 


utragevus fortune,” 48th Street Thara hit by the slowest Christmas | 
(8th week) (D-873; $3.30). Got fair| weekend in years, and of the three | 


business of late, with estimated gross 
around $7,000; should improve. 
‘Pillar to Post,’ Playhouse. Going | 
off Saturday (1) after slightly more | 
than two weeks; ‘A Lady Comes | 
Home’ due next week. 
‘Rosalinda,’ 46th Street (61st week) 


(O-1,347; $3.30). Affected as much 
as some other run musicals but 
should come back: rated around 
$14,500. 


‘Something for the Boys,’ Alvin 
(50th week) (M-1,337: $4.40). Leav- 
ing for the road after another week 
with Joan Blondell later replacing 
Ethel Merman; will be succeeded by 


‘Jackpot.’ 
‘South Pacific,” Cort (D-1,064: 
$3.30). Presented by David Lowe: 


mixed cast, written by Howard 


SAMUEL FRENCH 


SINCE 1830 
Play Brokers and 
Authors’ Representatives 


235 West 45th Street, New York 
811 West 7th Street, Los Angeles 


| Rose’ hung on and should reap the 


shows lighted last week, only ‘Over | 
21.” which had a pretty good ad- 
vance for its week’s lodging at the 
Wilbur got by with anything to 
spare. ’Doughgirls’ and ‘Abie’s Irish | 
benefit in next fortnight as they wind 
up 8-week stands together on the 8th. 

‘Suds in Your Eye’ preems at the 
Wilbur tonight (28) and ‘Mexican 
Hayride’ goes tomorrow night (29) 
at the Shubert. Both show plenty 
signs of liveliness and the week 
should find biz upping all along the 
rialto. 

_ Estimates for Last Week 

‘Abie’s Irish Rose,’ Plymouth (1,- 
427; $2.75). Sixth week saw further 
drop to $7,500, estimated. Remains 
through Jan, 8 and should make 
comeback. 

‘Doughgirls,’ Colonial (1,437: $2.75). 
Sixth week drew estimated $8,500, 
not good at all. Closes here Jan. 8. 

‘Over 21,’ Wilbur. (1,300; $2.75). 
One week stand drew estimated $8,- 
500 on name draw (Ruth Gordon): 
notices mixed but generally cordial, 
all agree:ng suow was funny. Moved 
out Dec. 25. ‘Suds in Your Eye’ cur- 


rent. 


PO 
Columbus (6-8). 

‘Ramshackle Inn’—Blair Aud., Nor- 
folk, Va. (29-30); Lyric, Richmond 
(31-1). 

‘Sons o’ Fun’—Cass, Detroit (29-1): 
Civic, Chicago (3-8). 

‘Storm Operation’—Hanna, Cleve- 
land (29-1). 

‘Student Prince’—Erlanger, Buf- 
falo (29-1); Opera House, Boston (3- 
8). 

‘Suds in Your Eye’—Wilbur, Bos- 
ton (29-8). 

‘Three’s a Family’ (2d Co.)—Civic, 
Chicago (29-1). 

‘Tobacco Road’—Cox, Cincinnati 
(29-1); Davidson, Milwaukee (3-8). 

‘Tomorrow the World’ (2d Co.)— 
Selwyn, Chicago (29-8). 

‘Unexpected Honeymoon’ — Great 
Northern, Chicago (29-8), 

‘Wall Flower’—Playhouse, 
mington (6-8) (premiere). 

‘Without Love’—Metropolitan, Se- 
attle (29-1); Aud., Portland, Ore. (2); 
Capitol, Salt Lake City (5); Aud., 
Denver (7-8). 

‘Yours for Fun’—Music Box, Holly- 
wood (29-8). 


Wil- 


Chi Biz Down to New Lows, But ‘Okla. 
$30,000; “Tomorrow 


Kiss’ 


Chicago, Dec. 28. 


‘South Pacific’ Poor 
$3,000 in N. H. Tryout 


New Haven, Dec. 28. 

Tryout of ‘South Pacific’ fell below 
an estimated $3,000 for four perform- 
ances at $2.75 top at Shubert here 
last weekend (23-25). Xmas week 
and lukewarm notices proved a poor 
b.o. combo. 

Current is breakin of ‘Marianne’ 
(30-1); Jan. 6-8 brings the LeGal- 
lienne-Schildkraut ‘Cherry Orchard,’ 
which is followed by a full week of 
‘Doughgirls’ (10-15). ‘Student Prince’ 
due Jan. 20-22. 


Philly Slumps But 
‘Jackpot’ $21,000 


Philadelphia, Dec. 28. 

Old-fashioned pre-holiday slump 
hit Philly’s legit houses last week 
with customary severity, snapping a 
long streak of good b.o. trade. Only 
exception to the blitzing of the stage 
shows was ‘Jackpot,’ which wound 
up its third and final week at the 
Forrest with an okay $21,000. Total 
for three local weeks wasn’t much 
under $65,000 which, although con- 
siderably removed from a capacity 
figure at the scale ($3.42 top) was 
considered choice pickings for time 
of season. 

‘Jackpot’ having grabbed off the 
cream, there wasn’t much left for the 
three remaining legit attractions. 
Try-outs have been especially un- 
lucky here of late after a succession 
of good ones that included ‘Carmen 
Jones,’ ‘Voice of the Turtle,’ ‘Con- 
necticut Yankee,’ etc. Last three or 
four have drapped miserably, sev- 
eral closing for repairs and one for 
good and all. Last-named was the 
CIO revue, ‘Marching With Johnny,’ 
which shut down Saturday after two 
painful weeks at the Erlanger. Union 
groups had the house for a couple 
of performances which helped some 
but total figure estimated under $8,- 
000. Management, despite some fa- 
vorable notices, figured show didn’t 
register enough potentialities to war- 
rant further outlay. Short notice 
closing burned a number, especially 
kid chorus members. 

‘Kiss and Tell’ got $8,200 in its 6th 
week at the Locust and will com- 
plete allotted eight weeks’ run al- 
though pace here not what it was in 
Boston and admittedly somewhat dis- 
appointing to management. 

. Lady Comes Home’ had its 
opening postponed from Monday to 
Tuesday at the Walnut and then got 
a general thumbs-down reception by 
the press. It was only skedded for 
one week which was just as well, as 
it couldn't have survived much 
longer despite Ruth Chatterton’s per- 
sonal draw. $5,500 reported and 
show off for plenty of re-writing. 


Play Out of Town 


South Paeifie 
New Haven, Dec. 24. 


David Lowe production of drama in three 
acts, five scenes, by Howard Rigsby and 
Dorothy Heyward Stars Canada 
Staged by Lee Strasberg; setting, Horis 
Aronson; incidental music, Paul Bowles; 
production supervised by W. Horace Schmid- 
lapp. Opened at Shubert, New Haven. Dee. 
23, '43; $2.75 top. 
Captain Dunlap........ Wendell K. Phillips 
Gordon Heath, Kaie Deel, 

George Fisher, Ruby Dee 


This is the play that started out 
as ‘New Georgia’ and then changed 


Pacitic.’ Unless something 
done, and soon, drama will prob- 
ably experience still another locale 
shift—this time, to the more specific 
Cain’s. On paper, and as film fodder, 
script reads okay, but stage version 


be acceptable. 

In its present shape, drama can be 
described best as an aggregation of 
sound effects intermittently inter- 
rupted by dialog. Add to this a pace 
that would make the Toonerville 
trolley look like the 20th Century 
Limited, and you have a pretty good 
idea of the production’s entertain- 
ment value as per its premiere. A 
lot of talented efforts has gone into 
bringing this one along to this point, 
but unless a substantial lift is given 
all the way down the line, it will be 
a case of effort going to waste. 

Canada Lee, oversold in advance 
as ‘one of the best actors in the coun- 
try,’ failed to live up to that bally- 
hoo, partly through script defiicien- 
cies and partly through erratic act- 
ing. Cast as a sort of reverse-Eng- 
lish ‘Emperor Jones,’ Lee has little 
opportunity to display histrionics 
until late in act three. He plays the 
role of Sam Johnson, one of two sur- 
vivors of an American ship sunk in 


Pistarter. 


With the exception of ‘Oklahoma,’ 
a sellout again, grosses slid to new 
lows last week. ‘Good Night Ladies’ 
skidded to $8,200, the lowest week it 
has had in its long run here, and 
‘Kiss and Tell’ dropped to $11,000. 
Booking of ‘Blithe Spirit,’ which re- 
opened the Studebaker Sunday (26) 
night, has been reduced from three 
to two weeks, bringing in the Gilbert 
and Sullivan company on Jan. 9, a 
week earlier than originally sched- 
uled. ‘Three’s a Family’ had a good 
opening Christmas night at the Civic. 
Indications point to a bumper New 
Year's Eve at all theatres. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Good Night Ladies,’ Blackstone 
(89th week) (1,200; $2.75). Lowest 
week in its run here, $8,200. 

‘Kiss and Tell,’ Harris (33d week) 
(1,000; $2.75). Dropped to $11,000. 

‘Oklahoma,’ Erlanger (6th week) 
(1,400; $3.85). Sellout $30,000. 

‘3 Is a Family,’ Civic (900; $2.75). 


Opened Christmas night. One per- 
formance around $1,400. 
‘Tomorrow the World,’ Selwyn 


(7th week) (1,000; $2.75). Slipped to 


$11,500. 
‘Unexpected Honeymoon,’ Great 
Northern (5th week) (1,400; $2.75). 


Two-for-ones responsible for $5,500. 


‘Storm Operation’ Mild 
$6,500 in Week at Pitt 


Detroit, Dec. 28. 

Settled in for the holidays, ‘Sons 
o’ Fun’ is hitting up into top-flight 
figures at the Cass theatre as this 
war center emerges from an influ- 
enza epidemic slow-down. Olsen & 
Johnson company in eight perform- 
ances last week at a $3.85 top rang 
up a choice $25,000 with the prospect 
of bettering the figure easily in the 
second week with a New Year's 
show set in at a $5.50 top. ‘Sons’ 
will be followed Jan: 3 by Walter 
Hampden in ‘The Patriots.’ 

‘Tobacco Road,’ making its third 
visit to the Lafayette in a year, 
sagged in its third week to $6,500 at 
a $1.65 top. The house followed Sun- 
day with ‘The Aldrich Family.’ 

Christmas saw all Detroit houses 
relighted with the only other legiter 
here, the Wilson, putting in ‘Maid 
of the Ozarks.’ It is pegged slightly 
above the so-called ‘popular price’ 
policy here with the evening top set 
at $2.75. 


‘Storm Operation’ Poor 
$5,500 in Week at Pitt 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 28. 

Week before Christmas and a set 
of generally poor notices ganged up 
on the new Maxwell Anderson play, 
‘Storm Operation,’ and left it prac- 
tically high and dry here. Play- 
wrights Co. production barely got 
around $6,500 and can thank virtually 
all of that to the subscription aus- 
pices it played under locally. ATS- 
Theatre Guild season sale is within 
a few hundred dollars of what ‘Op- 
eration’ did, which means it got al- 
most nothing at the window. 

None of the Pittsburgh critics had 
much to praise about Anderson's war 
drama, but its chances were said to 
have looked slightly better later in 
the week after couple of scenes had 
been rewritten and considerable re- 
staging had been done by the new 
director, Michael Gordon, who re- 
placed Rusty Lane a day or two %e- 
fore show opened here. 

Nixon currently has Boston Opera 
Co., then gets ‘My Sister Eileen,’ with 
‘Janie,’ instead of ‘Jackpot,’ as pre- 
viously announced, coming in Jan. 10. 


himself in an advantageous spot for 
the first time in his life when he and 
a white companion, Captain Dunlap, 


Sam’s color is an asset to him as it 
enables him to pass himself off as a 
native, but Dunlap has to hide in the 
hut of a native doctor who befriends 
them. Play’s entire action takes 


Will require a tremendous boost to | piace in the Government Community 


House where Ruth, native girl, con- 
ducts missionary class. Sam goes 
romantically for Ruth and his suc- 
cess in this quarter, coupled with his 
imagined importance among the na- 
tives, makes him feel he has hit the 
jackpot. He's perfectly satisfied to 
leave things as they are, and when 
Dunlap presents a plan to blast a few 
of the Japs and thus save several 
American ships, Sam wants no part 
of the action. But when Dunlap and 
his doctor protector are hanged by 
the Nips, Sam sees the light and 
finales the play by setting out on a 
one-man mission to redeem himself 

Acting support is satisfactory, with 
-Wendell K. Phillips as Dunlap, Wini 
Johnson as Ruth, Louis Sharp as the 
medico. Rudolph Whitaker does well 
by a native boy role. Community 
House setting is excellent. Offstage 
battle sounds require drastic adjust- 
ment to accommodate dialog, which 
they frequently drown out.  Inci- 
dental music is effective. Direction 


a South Pacific. battle,, who finds 


is choppy and painfully slow. Bone. 
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Broadway 


Charlie Harris a grandpop. 


Howard Benedict in town from the’ 


Coast. 

Arthur J. Levy now agenting ‘An- 
ge! Street’ at the Golden. ; 

Ned E. Depinet back at his desk 
after illness of 10 days. 

Sam Shain to Coast on Fourth 

ar Loan drive mission. 
ye Fa Cerf shoving off for Palm 
Springs around Feb. 10. b 

Bob Ringling spending holidays 
with family at Evanston, Il. 

Charles Schlaifer, 20th-Fox ad 
manager, bedded with grippe. 

Charles Althoff home after recov- 
ering from pneumonia in a Toledo 
hospital, 

The Jack L. Warners staying 
around New York until the first of 
the year. 

Barbara Brooks back from the 
Coast and into ‘House in Paris,’ now 
in rehearsal. 

Arthur Hornblow, Jr., Metro pro- 
ducer 0.0’ing plays on Broadway, to 
Virginia for the holidays. 

Dan Healy playing the winter 
Borscht circuit, where they call him 
‘Healy of the Mountains.’ ; 

Jack Segal, Columbia's assistant 
foreign manager, back from eight- 
week tour of Latin Americas. 

Jed Harris on the Coast to cast a 

new play by Pat Coleman which he 
has in mind for immediate produc- 
tion. 
’ Allan Collins (Curtis Brown liter- 
ary agency) laid up with pneumonia. 
Mrs. Charlie Miller (he’s MCA v.p.) 
a flu victim. ° 

Ed Fitzgerald (Ed and Pageen) 
had an eardrum operation last 
week. Resulted from a cold ¢et- 
tling in his ear. 

Lillian Harris has just sold an 
original, ‘A Wave, a Wac and a Spar,’ 
written in collaboration with Rich- 
ard Hyland, to Universal Pictures. 

Mr. and Mrs. Spyros Skouras an- 
nounced engagement of daughter, 
Dianna Athanasia, to Dr. George 
Anderson Fowler of Pelham Manor. 

Y. Frank Freeman, v.p. in charge 
of production for Paramount, is ex- 
pected east shortly after the first of 
the year to discuss production plans 
for 1944. 

Ted Friend, ex-N. Y. Mirror nitery 
editor, now publisher-owner-editor 
of the Lassen Advocate, Susanville, 
Cal., bedded there with flu, but get- 
ting over it now. 

Richard Rodgers and Oscar Ham- 
merstein 2d finishing up their ‘State 

‘air’ musicalization here, and then 
west for a couple of weeks of 20th- 
Fox studio huddles. 

E. L. Alperson, Joe Bernhard and 
Harry Goldberg conferred with Red 
Cross officials in Washington on 
collections in theatres, plans for 
which are now being outlined. 

George Alabama Florida, veteran 
press agent, is back on Broadway 
after a long and successful Canadian 
tour in advance of Dante in ‘Sim 
Sala Bim,’ playing legitimate the- 
atres. 

‘Pillar to Post,’ Brock Pemberton’s 
play, with Warner Bros. financing, 
was forced only for the basic three- 
week run, following a bad set of re- 
views (with b.o. to match), in order 
to maintain the film rights. 

he S. Barret McCormicks in Den- 
ver for the holidays with McCor- 
mick’s parents, thence to the Coast 
for a three-four-week stay during 
which McCormick will confer with 
a W. Koerner on studio prod- 
uct. 

Broadway Association is asking all 
stores along the main stem to co- 
operate with the Sanitation Dept. in 
helping clean off the snow, if and 
when it comes. Building owners 
will be asked to allow superinten- 
dents to mow the snow down in 
front of the buildings. 


‘Storm Operation,’ first job since be- 


ing released from the Army. 

Ladies Theatrical Club raised 
$1,500 to buy Xmas gifts for service 
men and women visiting the Can- 


St. Louis 


By Sam X. Hurst 


Ballet Russe sk@@ided for Henry W. 
Kiel auditorium Jan. 10-11-12. 


Percy Gash elected prez of the | 
Past Commanders’ Club of American | 


Legion. 

Frank Sanowsky, 
of the Fairy, has whipped recent at- 
tack of flu. 

Robinson & Martin, comedy dance 
team, headlining floor show at Club 
Continental, Hotel Jefferson. 

Joe Johnson, producer and m.c. at 
Club Plantation, midtown nitery, 
back from Chicago loaded with new 
ideas. 

Local biggies angling for a p.a. of 
the London philharmonic when the 


troupe makes a nation wide tour 
next fall. 
Harry C. Arthur, Jr. has been 


named Missouri state chairman for 
the 1944 March of Dimes campaign 
and Western Missouri chairman for 
the motion picture industry’s par- 
ticipation in the Fourth War Bond 
drive. 


Miami 


Louise Rainer in from Hollywood. 

Clay Bryson now weilding baton 
at the Roney Plaza. 

Palm Room of Macfadden-Deau- 
pnw opened with Hughie Barnett’s 
orch. 

Beachcomber under the direction 
of Sam Barken, and Ciro’s teed off 
last week. 

Nelson Eddy in town and giving 
much time to the entertainment of 
service men. 

The new show at the Clover Club 
clicking...features the Chadwicks, 
Betty Jane Smith and line of girls. 

Kitty Davis’ new show includes 
Madelyn Wallace Girls, Professor 
Backwards, Tubby Rives and Patsy 
Shaw. 

Latin Quarter previewed two 
shows to 800 service men and women 
on Dec. 22, night before its regular 
opening. 

Al Berlin will name his spot Hur- 
ricane when it opens Dec. 29. He 
plans eight to 10 vaude acts for his 
floor show. 

‘The New Moon’ produced by the 
Special Services, assisted by Lau- 
rence Schwab, played three nights 
to capacity audiences. 


San Antonio 


Betty Reed added at Palace Club. 


Gene Pringle orch booked into 
Tropics Club. ; 
Frankie Masters’ orch into the 


Majestic Feb. 10. 

Herbie Kay has big advance for 
New Year's date at Aud. 

Dancers Jack and June Everett 
clicking at Kit Kat Club. 

Capt. F. A. Tallmadge reopening 
Mountain Top for New Year's Eve 
only with Jimmy Klein’s orch. 

Alamo Downs raee track now 
open Sundays. Admission 4¢--sents. 
No legal betting but plenty on the 
side. 


S. Hurok’s Russian Ballet plays 
Muni Aud. Jan. 10 followed by 
Clare Tree Major’s production of 
‘King of Golden River,’ 12; Rise 
Stevens, 15 and Richard Crooks, 22. 


Reno 


By Ted Friend 


Sophie Tucker booked for Jan. 24 
at Trocadero. 

Inez Robb of International News 
Service, here on special assignment 
for American Weekly. 

Harold’s Club, still wonder spot of 


| 
owner-operator 


o~ admitted war bond purchasers 
ree. 

Milt Zimmerman, booker, trans- 
ferred from Universal here to Mil- 
waukee. 

Induction board cancelled induc- 
tion of Bill Soper. head Paramount 
booker, married man with children. 

Eddie Burke and Ear) Loretnz of 
local 20th-Fox sales’ staff stand 
second and third nationally, re- 
spectively, in sales. 

For second successive year, Bob 
Ableson, RKO Twin City salesman, 
100°, sold on ‘Thi. Is America’ and 
wil] receive bonus again. 


Lischeren & Adams and Jimmy | 


Rae. into Hotel Nicoliet Minnesota 
Terrace with Selma Marlowe 
Dancers and Perry Martin. orch, 


holdovers. 


Plays on B’way | 


Continued from page 37 


son, who is a bit older than the 
other kids, is of the same pattern. 

Howard Bay has fashioned a set- 
ting that gives the performance the 
authenticity expected in the home of 
the scholarly professor. Story is 
dated in 1936 and the atmosphere is 
distinctly Russian, without any sug- 
gestion of the war. lbee. 


Feathers in a Gale 


Arthur HepkKins and Martin Burton pre- 
uction -of i thie acts (six 

enes) by Pauline Jamersen und Reginald 
Lawrence, Maged hy Arthu Hopkins, 
Setting. Raymomi Sovey stumes, Aline 
Rernstein Opened at Musi ox, N J 
Dec, 21, 13; $3.50 top (34.49 opening night). 
Matilda see Louise Lorimer 
Phoehe Fuller............--Paula Trueman 
Zeb Hibbitt F. Hamilton 
Annabelle Hallock........ Pegey Conklin 
Rey. David Thatcher....... Harry Ellerbe 
Captain Seth Barnabas....Norman MacKay 
4225066400665 Richard Garrick 
Captain Ebenezer...... Alexander Campbell 


This has been a season in which 
more than one mediocre play has 
been salvaged from an early demise 
by performers who were better than 
the play. Arthur Hopkins and Mar- 
tin Burton are not that fortunate. 
Their presentation of ‘Feathers in a 
Gale’ includes several good perform- 
ances in this comedy of early 19th 
century New England, but the Pau- 
line Jamerson - Reginald Lawrence 
script is basically dull and trivial. 
It hasn’t a chance. 

The authors have evidently been 
impressed by a certain New England 
tradition that preyed on penniless 
widows and forced them into servi- 
tude to the highest bidder. 
basic theme of ‘Feathers’ concerns 
three widows living together and the 
complications that arise when they're 
forced by decree to go on the auction 
block. One of the widows goes to 
her former hired hand for $3. The 
youngest and prettiest draws a 
fabulous sum from a handsome sea 
captain after she set her cap for him 
and had. she thought, lost him to the 
sea. Where the authors have treated 
it- as a comedy, it, seemingly has 
more an element of serious drama 
though the lines and situations at- 
tempt a light vein. 

Peggy Conklin plays the youngest 
widow and contributes a perform- 
ance worthy of a_ better script. 
Louise Lorimer and Paula Trueman 
are the other widows. and they, too, 
are more acceptable than the play, 
as is true also of Norman MacKay, 
as the captain, and Harry Ellerbe 


s -sponsible for 
the parson responsioie m | years at L. A. Times and was day | 


ing the custom. 

Hopkins directed. but outside of a 
mildly interesting third act, there’s 
too little to sustain interest in the 
belabored first and second acts. Ray- 
mond Sovey’s single living-room 
setting is simple and properly sug- 
gestive of the period. But ‘Feathers’ 
would seem gale-swept even in a 
zephyr. Kahn, 

(Closed Saturday night after seven 
performances.) 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Hal James, son, Dec. 
22. New York. Father is with the 


| ared 
The | 


PERCY HEMUS 

Percy Hemus, 65, veteran 
actor, concert and operetta singer, 
died Dec. 22 in the NBC first- 
aid dispensary, New York, being 
stricken a few minutes before his 
scheduled appearance on a 
morning program. 
active in radio since 1926. 

| A native of New Zealand, Hemus 
|emigrated to this country at the 
age of seven and a few yars later 
/ became a choir singer in Topeka, 
{Kan. Later he joined the St. Pat- 


'rick’s Cathedral choir, N. Y., as bass | 


,soloist for a five-year period. He 
| toured in concerts and for 10 years 
|made annual appearances at Car- 
|negie and Aeolian Halls and also 
was soloist with Sousa’s band. 
Following the war Hemus turned 


to the stage and was starred for 
three years in Mozart's opera 
comique, ‘The Impresario.’ Later 


he had comedy roles in ‘The Love 
Song,’ ‘Student Prince,’ ‘Vagabond 
King’ and ‘Command to Love.’ 

His radio engagements included 
‘Brave Tomorrow,’ for which he had 
just completed a rehearsal when 
| taken iil, ‘Pepper Young’s Family,’ 
‘Town Meeting of the Air’ and other 
dramatic shows. 

Survived by his wife. 

CARLTON BRICKERT 

Carlton Brickert, 52, radio actor 
evho appeared on the stage and in 
films, died at his home in New York 
Dec. 23. 

He had just finished g rehearsal 
of a new character on the ‘Abie’s 
Irish Rose’ air show, when he was 
overcome by illness. For the past 
nine years he had played the part 
of David Post on ‘The Story of 
Mary Marlin’ on CBS, coming to 
New York from Chicago when that 
program moved here. He _ also 
played the part of Judge Armstrong 
on ‘Portia Faces Life’ on CBS. 
Brickert was the first president of 
the American Federation of Radio 
Actors when that group was organ- 
ized in Chicago in 1938. 

During the 1920s 
in several Broadway stage 
plays with Mary land, Florence 
Reed, Olga Petrova and Lenore 


Ulrich. He also did several film 
stints. 
He is survived by his widow, 


ter, Mrs. Edgar Bell. 
TERRY DeLAPP 

Terrel J. (Terry) DeLapp, 39. pub- 
licity director of Universal studio, 
died Dec. 22 after being hit by an 
| automobile a short distance from 
his Hollywood home. Driver of the 
car which ran him down was not 
held. Surviving are his widow, Ade- 
laide, his son Terrel J. DeLapp, Jr., 
by a former marriage, his mother 
and two brothers. 

Graduate of University of South- 


California. DeLapp worked eight 


| city editor when he resigned to join 
the publicity staff at Paramount, 
where he worked his way up to head 
of the department. Leaving Para- 
mount he organized Terry DeLapp 
and Associates, a publicity outfit, 
and in 1942 joined Universal, first as 
a unit man and later as director of 
the staff under John Joseph's super- 
vision. 


SIR CARL BUSCH 
Sir Carl Busch, 83, composer, died 
Dec. 19 in Kansas City, following 
an attack of influenza. 


en 


radio 


late | 


He had 


Brickert ap- | 


OBITUARIES 


| sociated with D. W. Griffith, and di- 
rected for Paramount. In recent 
iyears he played character parts up to 
| retirement seven years ago. 

SARAH LAVIN 

Sarah Lavin. 81, former concert 
singer before the turn of the cen- 
tury, died in Akron, O., Dec. 25. She 
teured nation with the New York 
| Orchestra as vocalist from 1890 to 
1893. 

Miss Lavin directed the Canton 
| Ladies Chorus when it won several 
national awards, and was known in 
Cleveland as a church and concert 
singer. 


HOMER H. BOYD 
Homer H. Boyd, 69, retired theatre 
owner, died Dec. 16 at his home in 
Alliance, O. From 1921 to 1927 he 
owned and operated the Ohio theatre 
there. In 1927 he opened the Strand 
theatre in Alliance, selling it a short 
| time later to Ray S. Wallace, manag- 
| ing director of Tri-Theatres, Inc. 
Widow and a daughter survive. 
MES. AL WHITE 
Mrs. Al White, wife of producer, 
died last week in Philadelphia. Mrs. 
White had designed costumes for the 
many acts her husband produced. 
Besides husband, Mis. White is sur- 
vived by a son, Al White, Jr., mem- 
ber of cast of ‘Connecticut Yankee’ 
at the Martin Beck, N. Y.— 


BURT F. CALEY 

Burt F. Caley, 70, stage manager 
of the Regent, Rochester, N. Y., died 
of a heart attack Dec. 22. He was a 
charter member of the local IATSE 
and had just been voted a life mem- 
ber. For short periods he had been 
manager of the Piccadilly theatre 
and of Sea Breeze amusement park. 


WALTER C. BOTVIDSON 

Walter C. Botvidson, 65, stage 
manager of Orpheum, Minneapolis, 
|} was found dead Christmas eve be- 
|hind the wheel of his automobile. 
| Death resulted from a heart attack. 

He had’ spent the evening with 
| friends and complained of feeling 
| ill before departing for home. 


DICK FIDLER 
Dick Fidler, 44, band and orchestra 
leader who played primarily in Co- 


Mrs. Kathryn Brickert, and a daugh- | }umbus and Cleveland, died in Co- 


|lumbus, O., Dec. 25 as a result of a 
heart ailment. 

| His widow, daughter and mother 
| survive, 


ISTVAM PAPAI 
Istvam Papai, middleman of the 
| Faludys comedy teeterboard act, was 
killed in an auto ace.dent outside of 
New Brunswick, N. J., Friday night 


(24). Further details in vaude sec- 
| tion. 
DOC BAKER 


| sionally as Doc Baker, who did quick 

change act in vaude, died in sleep 

Nov. 24, at Spring Lake, Michigan. 
Widow survives. 


William E. Hawes, 87, champion 
| fiddler, was found dead in his home 
|in West Henrietta, near Rochester, 
'N. Y., Dee. 22. He retired 10 years 
‘ago after winning six area cham- 


| pionships. 


Mrs. Ona Pielow, wife of Ralph 
Pielow, N. Y. branch manager for 
| Metro, died Dec. 27 of pneumonia, 
| Funeral will be held today (Wednes- 


Pittsburgh 


Rudolph, 


t 


darry Brown, former Nixon man- | of 


ager, out of hospital after a heart $12.000. | Mr. and Mrs. Oscar . SON, | now with his composit a I , 
attack. | Sylvia Froos, blonde chanteuse, | Holly wood. Dec. 18. Father is an | Frank E. Beeth, 57, paymaster at 
Buck Stoner, Metro manager, out | 2°ing okay at Bob Miller's Troca- | a-cictant director at Paramount. | Danneborg in Copenhagen, Den- | Warners studio since 1926, died Dec. 


of the hospital after a tussle with 
the flu 

. WCAE’s Polly Malone on the sick 
list and Stephanie Diamond subbing 
for her. 

Leo Yagello, formerly with Baron 
Elliott and Mickey Ross, organizing 
his own band. 
ate May added to the Benny 

eodman show opening Friday (31) 
at the Stanley. 

Ra De Fazio, Harris manager, 
ailing, and Howard Addlesberger 
filling in for him. 

chel Dawson takes over Jan. 1 
as new ATS-Theatre Guild subscrip- 
tion secretary here. 

Laura Wood. of Tech drama 
School, making her Playhouse debut 
in “Petticoat Fever.’ 

ariety Club had to cancel annual 
‘mas kiddie party on account of so 
much illness around. 
a Jack Charash in ahead of ‘My Sis- 
in Eileen’ and Zac Freedman here 

Tum-beating ‘Janie.’ 

rbara Blaine doubling this week 


2etween Nixon Cafe and Ted Fio 
ro show at Stanley. 
Edgar Runkle company-managing 


| dero. 
| Burns Twins and Evelyn comprise 


Whitey Roberts, mimic, and 


rest of show. 


Joe Zemansky’s Club Fortune 


doing nifty biz with a new show 
featuring Paula Drake, songstress. 
Also has musician and magacian 


Phil De Jongh and Gloria Cahill. 

Dog House has fan dancer Zandar, 
Peggy De Johns, singer, and four at- 
tractive singing-dancing gals billed 
as the Savoy Girls. Dianne Winton 
emcees with Lowell Ketch orch han- 
dling customer dansapation. 


By Les Rees 

Three Aces & ‘Queen back at 
Flame nitery. 

Tommy Reynolds orch playing re- 
turn at Happy Hour. 

RKO sold practically 100° in Twin 
Cities on first two blocks. 

Northwest Variety club had free 
pre-Christmas spread for members. 

John J. Friedl, Paramount circuit 


president, in Chicago for conference. 
All Minneapolis theatres last Tues- 


Mr. and Mrs. Michae] Egnal, son 


23. Father .is 


Philly exhib. 

Lt. Charles and Mrs. Harris, Jr., 
son, Dec. 22, Brownsville, Texas. 
Father is general manager for 
George Abbott, legit producer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Walter Hyde. daugh- 
ter. New York Dec. 19. Father is 
with the band dept. of the William 
Morris Agency. 

Mr. and Mrs. William Brodsky, 
son, New York Dec. 22. Father was 
with the General Music Co. in Phila- 
delphia. 

Mr. and Mrs. Gilbert Ralston. son, 
Dec. 21, in Cincinnati. Father is as- 
sistant director of radio of. Procter 
& Gamble. 

Mr. and Mrs. Den Waish. son, in 
Bronxville, N. Y.. Dec. 28. Father 
is on ‘Variety’ staff in N. Y. 

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Morgan, son, 
at Doctors hospital, New York. 
Father is with Paramount legal de- 
partment. 


hiladelnhia 
Philadciphia. 


cantata, Brown Heaiiier~ 

For many years he taught com- 
position in the summer school of the 
University of Notre Dame. 


J. K. PAISLEY 

James K. Paisley, 85, showman, 
died in Ottawa Dec. 21. An hour 
later his sister died. 

Paisley had been g.m. and secre- 
tary of Central Canada Exhibition 
1916-1927, and vice-pres. and direc- 
tor of Connaught Park Jockey club. 
Was also hotel manager in Ottawa 
and district. 

Son, two daughters, three sisters 
survive. 


GUSTAV VON SEYFFERTITZ 

Gustav Vor Seyffertitz, 80, former 
stage and film actor, died Dec. 25 in 
Holiywood. He appeared in many 


which he was a 30-vear veteran. 


In early silent days he was as- 


; mark, following the premiere of his | 


stage productions prior to films, of | 


21 in Santa Monica, Cal., after a long 
| iliness, 

Wm. (Daredevil) Harris, 38, Negro 
parachute jumper and stunt man, 
| died in Minneapolis. 


Homer H. Beyd, 69, retired motion 
picture theatre proprietor, died sud- 
denly Dec. 17 in Alliance, QO. 


Father of Herb Rosenthal Music 
Corporation of America vice presi- 
dent, died Dec. 25 in New York. 


SCRIPTERS’ LONDON PLAY 
| Irving Phillips, Chicago Sun syn- 
dicate cartoonist, and Ed Verdier, 
former Kings Features cartoonist, 
have sold their play, ‘So What,’ to 
Herbert Woodword, London pro- 
ducer, who will stage the show in 
the English capital early in 1944. 
Phillips and Verdier are writing 
las a team at RKO. 
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Originally booked for 6 weeks and after 10 days, 
held over for 6 more weeks... run has now been 
extended for an additional 10 weeks! 22 weeks 
in all from an initial 6 weeks booking. 
(Engagement Ends April First) 
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